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Link to the Zoom Meeti ng

CARES: Collective Approach to Restoring
our Eco-System

Restoring Reefs. Empowering Communities. Training the Next Generation.

Founder & Executive Director: Kramer Wimberley

The $100 Million Vision: The Caribbean as a Global Laboratory

The CARES endowment is not just about conservation; it is an economic and scientific
imperative. We are transforming the Caribbean Basin and Florida into a healthy, high-yield coral
reef ecosystem—a "living incubator" for the next generation of ocean scientists from within the
communities most impacted by climate change.

Strategic Objectives: Why a Healthy Reef is Good Business

e The Pharmaceutical Frontier: Over 50% of cutting-edge medical
discoveries—including treatments for Leukemia (Ara-C) and HIV (AZT)—originate from
coral reef organisms. Preserving this "21st Century Medicine Cabinet" is a vital interest
for global health and pharmaceutical industries.

Restoring the Destination: We are restoring the Caribbean as a premier global
destination to inspire the travel industry to reinvest locally. Our goal is to keep divers and
researchers in our own hemisphere rather than sending them to the other side of the
world to see reefs "before they're gone."

Academic & Community Synergy: CARES creates the infrastructure for local Island
Nations to serve as incubators for scientific study, partnering with colleges and
universities to train local youth as the primary stewards of their own ecological
sovereignty.

The Four Pillars of CARES

1. Community Education Using high-tech tools like 3D prinling with thermochromic
filaments to visually demonstrate coral bleaching, making the invisible shifts of climate
change tangible in classrooms.

2. Trash and Debris Removal Active remediation to eliminate the physical stressors that
stifle coral growth and threaten the biodiversity of the Caribbean Basin.



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success

. Coral Ecosystem Monitoring Identifying key health indicators by assessing the

presence or absence of critical fish, invertebrates, and hard coral species.
o The Metric of Rugosity: We focus on the structural complexity (the "wrinkling")
of the reef; higher rugosity directly correlates with greater biodiversity, more
surface area for growth, and a healthier ecosyslem.

. Ocean Healing The holistic restoration of the marine environment through active

outplanting and the cultivation of a professional workforce of Ocean Advocates.

A Call to the Artistic Lens: Document the Journey

We need photographers to do more than capture beauty; we need you to reach the greater
public and inspire other artists to take up the banner.

Visual Data: Use your lens to catalog rugosity and document the presence of indicator
species.

The Human Story: Capture the journey of CARES from debris removal to the
graduation of our "Zero to Hero" students.

Advocacy in Action: Your artistic lens is the bridge hal lranslates scientific urgency
into public inspiration, driving the reinvestment needed lo save the coral reef ecosystem.

Contact: Kramer Wimberley, Founder & Executive Director

Collective Approach to Restoring our Eco-System

Link to the Zoom

Meeting | D: 822
2562 5836
Passwor d:
079944
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by Craig Beasl ey

The Houston Underwater Film Festival (HUFF)I
has survived beyond age 5 and is going on
guite an achievement and | would I|Iike to tha
this happen. It would not have happened with
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businesses and individuals that have support
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all, but just held a giant raffle with grea

really come for the great shows.
favorites.

We are in the middle of p
judges have been working s
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on as | ong as we continue it.

Thanks again for al/l the hard
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HUFF

Houston Underwater Film Festival 2026
saturday, April T, 3 pm Show

Animation oMort Videos Art House Flicks
. Echoes of Dugong 1. A Moment With Scallops 1. -10.99

2, J'a Péehé un Requin ¢. Karen in Her Anemone 2. Dague Ship Wreck

3. Awaken 3. Childhood Oreams 3. Opheli

{ Specl Y Dancing With a Dolphin: A Magic Mlonga Y. Oldies of the Coast

ETM_ 5, Coral Gardens 5, El Prauinero
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1 When the Ocean Holds It Breath 1. The Ble Hour 1 The Tiny Wonders of Anilzo
2. Climate Solutons 2. Gentle Gians 2. Hidden
3. Kaalind An Urban Legend 3. Confessional 3. Diving at Blue Heron Bridge

4, Countr Climate Crii 4, Sott Aegua " Lostin the Tiny Kingdom

5. Polynesian Sea Creatures 3. Goby '
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March 2026 Photo Contest
Diagonal Composition

Kur t Bo-INomwaince 1st
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Kurt Bo-INowance 2nd Aaron CruMbVege 3rd



Al ex Kelndtiggr medi ate 2nd Tiffanie -Clrrutmbrineeydi at e 3r d



John VamAtvtammced 2nd

Barry -@ldivmemced 3rd Justin wWadvVameed 3rd



Justin WAMdvaoeed 1st



2026 POTY STANBINES

Novice
1ST Aaron Crumbl ey 181

2ND Kur t Bol | man 128

Intermediate
1ST Ti ffanie Cr pmbl 20

2ND Lynn Zechiedri clh8 6
3RD Al ex Kendi|g 130

Advanced
1ST John Van Atta 223
2ND Justin Wallace208
3RD Scott Singlletomo94

Barry CIi||'|e 191

Click h e r & view the
HUPS Photo Contests
on HUPSdetORG:


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC33mPrMgu1_VSYgl6I0LpuA
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2026 Photo Contest Categories
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DIVE 004

APRIL 6, 2026

Welcome to Fin Facts, where we swim into the story
FI N behind a different HUPS member each month. Grab your

mask and snorkel—we’re exploring their favorite

underwater adventure, creative inspirations, and the gear
FA T that keeps their fins kicking. Let’s dive in with

“Fingtastic Image
Séilﬁn Blgnny, Stetsen Bank, FGBNMS. '

UNDERWATER RIG

| currently am shooting the
Olympus OMD EM10 Mark IV
with the AOI Octo housing. |
have 2 Sea&Sea YSD1
strobes.

RECENT PURCHASE

Just upgraded my entire
camera system during the
2025 dive season because |
could capture a Sailfin blenny

with my old one. @z
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APRIL 6, 2026

More Fin Facts...

Which do you prefer?

What is your favorite dive destination and
what makes it special for you?

My favorite dive destination is The Flower Garden
Banks National Marine Sanctuary. It is very special to
me not only because I spend my summers there, but
it's a hidden gem. It is a place that I get to enjoy and
help protect by teaching the importance of reef
protection. It is also very special because not very
many people know it exist. Boy are they missing out

What underwater location is currently at
the top of your wish list?

The Indo-Pacific has been high on my wishlist. We
are finally visiting there in April 2026 to explore for 2

weeks. &

What critter are you currently obsessed

PHOTOGRAPHY

VIDEOGRAPHY

with or hoping to shoot next?

Pygmy seahorse!!!! I cannot wait!

What are your dive plans for 2026?

Bali, Indonesia in April 2026. Flower Garden Banks
from May-October. Then probably back to Cozumel,

Tiffanie, what a fin-tastic
story! | have to ask - do you
go diving on your
anniversary? Talk about a
dive buddy for life, by your

side through thick and fin!
...and great job showing that Blenny who's
the boss!

Many Tanks! - Justin

“Photography for sure! I've tried
editing videos and just can’t
figure it out! I did explore a little
with macro videography end of
last season. Maybe I will practice
more”

WANT TO BE E E
FEATUREDONFIN
FACTS? 1 'k

We'd be thrilled to hear I

your story, scan or click E

the code, fill out the
snlll-  SCAN OR CLICK

I

u
form, and stay buoyant!
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Can you take good wide ¢

fl ash?
After al most a year | finally managed to dive ag
Mahammed and Tiran (Sh&imakl Dsv®i bk uptwot bgt hphy
my strong point as | specialize in super macro p
it's al most a must

You're not going to capture a-upd@A&hoo
single DS160 Il strobe give the fis
brings out tthoen ebse aout itfhuel cor al b

|l therefore decided to set as my goal the study

concentrate better on both the position of the
easier thanks to totevexage man o6 Camylt Thkiea | ft leas
| arge battery and supported all of the 500 shots

ever missing a beat


https://www.sinaidive.club/sharm/
https://www.ikelite.com/products/ds160-ii-underwater-strobe

Many shots of animals swimming in of
single Anytolmemrge t-Bahe®t megters) away
to be hit by a strobe anyw

Having only one flash to manage and not two gav

wanted to achieve. |l must say that-upnwsdeeamgdeée

extreme panoramas, the results that | obtained
have obtained with two.

The -6faldwf DS160 Il and DS230 strob
provides a natur a ook that dr aws
ral |

| \
compl ements the ove framinq
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Lighting Effects

ce Is created by th possibili-
re

e
or even having the possibild@
rest

A single strobe can be possbdlanhedpa
your frame. Here the strobe | ight 1is
to create a pleasing vignette. The
attention tofthhemiddme and makes vy
| ooking into a fishbowl

The next ti me | retur o Sharm el BE2BR Bt wihb k|
is brighter than the DS160 with a wider angl e o
gained this time so | can continue creating


https://www.ikelite.com/products/ds230-underwater-strobe-modeling-light

|l ntenti onal dark regions can add a s
much | ight-tihmoaghwicmn al so i ncr
backscatter

Advantages of Shooting
Shooting a single strobe can help to streamline

S necessary to adjust the posiddijouwmstormerytoutrhrs

r dives as your distance to the subject chang

der water photography techniques, it can be ea

sour ce.
l't'"s also more affordabl e

e
=k kf- .

A sandy bottom reflects
Il ncretabeseffectiywv

t o

shoot Wi

t

goar wayr o
e output
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Using a Dual Cord with

Do not dtuake symecderowat er with a cap on omfmMé eermdd Stt
cap provided with I kelite sync cords is not wat
one strobe.

Most colors oth
beyond about 40 feet (12 meters). Yi

er than blue and gre

bring out the reds, pinks, and orang
from your underwater phot oc
Advantages of Dual S

The addition of addyshtc oulsarngb ac ks ttroo byeonnann yu nsdietr wmeatt
under water, more | ight means more col or and gr ec
together will cover a wider field ¢

Traveling with two strobes is al swop ai fgooame tdleic

unexpected goes wrong.


https://ikelite.myshopify.com/blogs/faq/connecting-two-strobes-to-your-underwater-housing
https://www.ikelite.com/blogs/buying-guides/why-you-need-strobes-underwater-video

Close focus wide angle (CFWA) iIs no
you get the right angle on yo

Ondarge Strobe vs Two .

You can often purchase two compact strobes for
Which is better?
Compact strobes have an advantage of being smal/l
to have a backup on hand.

However, a professional grade strobe has the ac
pattern, and f afs tfearstr erceyccylcel e itmeme i s critical w

|l i ke sharks, turtl es, and dol phin
Ul t i madteepleyn dist on t he subject and what camera sYys
easily be covered by almost any wunder water stro

sensor may require two professional grade st
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L AN emperor angelfishit Elaidhoo
** Reef, Ari Atoll, Maldives
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The Evolutionary Puzzle

of Fish Colors

Text and photos by Doug Perrine

I'HE WILD, PSYCHEDELIC COLORS OF REEI
FISH are often what first enraptures divers. Is there an
evolutionary explanation for why small, tasty animals
adorn themselves in vivid colors instead of camouflaging
themselves from hungry predators?

Color-vision specialist Justin Marshall, PhD, noted
about coral reef habitats that it “is almost inconceivable
for only one evolutionary force to be behind the colors of
such a diverse assemblage.”

Alfred Russel Wallace, a 19th-century evolutionary
thinker, proposed that reef fish are colorful because they
camouflage themselves against colorful reefs. Wallace,
however, was not a diver and could not see that most coral
reef fish constantly swim past highly variable backgrounds,
which are often less colorful than the animals. Frogfish
and seahorses are notable exceptions that are mostly sessile
and often match their colors to the soft corals and sponges
where they reside.

More recently, some ecologists have proposed thar fish
might adopt bright colors simply because they can. Most
reef fish swim close to the safety of the structurally complex
coral reef environment and can easily take shelter from
approaching predators, so it might not matter how visible
they are. Fish that swim well above the reef are usually less

colorful, enabling them to blend into open water.

Another theory postulates that most reef fish don't
camouflage themselves because they can't. In clear, brightdy
lit tropical waters with the highly varied background of
a coral reef, there is virtually no camouflage pattern that
would provide safety to a swimming fish.

Evidence for this theory is a comparison of fish on
cither side of the Isthmus of Panama that share a common
ancestry but have diverged into different species. These
fish evolved separately to adapr to different habitats. Fish
in the vibrant, clear Caribbean waters are more brightdy
colored than their relatives in the more turbid and
monochromatic Pacific environment.

Some features of a bold color pattern can impede
predation. Predators often search for the eye of their prey
to know which way it will swim when they strike and
take a correct approach angle. Many brightly colored fish
have dark markings that obscure their eyes. Some have
false eyes, usually near the rail, to confuse a predator into
striking in the wrong direction.

Bright colors may highlight defensive biology, such
as the orange-spine unicornfish’s bright patch of orange
around the sharp spines on its tail. Other fish may use
bright colors like nudibranchs and poison dart frogs do
to advertise their toxicity or unpalatability. Examples

include small puffers and boxfish with their noxious




slime, fangblennies that can deliver
a venomous bite, and lionfish with
their venomous dorsal spines.

These warning colors comport
with famed behavioralist Konrad
Lorenz’s explanation of fish colors as
“advertising billboards.” A fish might
want to proclaim many things about
itself; just as humans use clothing,
hairstyle, and material goods to
advertise wealth, social status, or
group affiliation. Species identity is a
key artribute for fish. Coral reefs are
among the most biodiverse habirats
on Earth, and fish need to be able
to quickly distinguish their own
species for mating and to drive off
competitors for mates and food.

Below, clockwise from upper left: A
Commerson's frogfish hides in yellow
sponges off Mabul Island, Sabah, Bomeo,
Malaysia. A juvenile emperor angelfish
and a white-eyed moray share a cleaning
station near Bali, Indonesia. * The white-
banded triggerfish, also called the Picasso
triggerfish, is the state fish of Hawai‘i. »

A coral grouper explores near the Similan
Islands, Thailand.
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Emperor angelfish are highly
territorial and aggressively run
off members of their own species
that might compete for resources.
Juveniles, like adults, are brightly
colored burt have a very different
color pattern that enables them to
share a reef with an adult without
being attacked. Their color pattern
advertises, “My diet is different from
yours, so don't waste energy coming
after me.”

Many reef fish, notably wrasses
and parrotfish, have differently
colored sexes. Distinct color patterns
can advise to a territorial male that
one fish is a female he wants to keep
inside his territory and another is a
male that he must displace.

In addition to marking their
species, sex, and age, color patterns
can distinguish some fish as
individuals. Researchers can learn to
identify individual fish by variations
in their color patterns, so it is
likely that fish can do the same to
recognize mates or aggressors.

Some fish can change their
color pattern or intensity almost
instantaneously, often in concert with a
display of aggression. Some fish display
or intensify colors during courtship.
Black triggerfish, for example, display
lines of electric blue and yellow instead
of their usual solid black during
courtship and other social interactions.
They also use neon patterns to entice
cleaner fish to choose them among
the many fish vying for attention at a
cleaning station.

Cleaner fish use bright colors to
advertise their services. This behavior
leads to another reason that reef fish
might have bright colors: mimicry.
Several fang blennies sport colors that
mimic the cleaner wrasses with which
they associate. Innocent victims
expecting a parasite removal service
are instead subjected to a blenny’s
dine-and-dash attack. The fang-like
incisors that do the dirty work can
inject venom if a predator attacks.

Some other nonvenomous
blennies mimic the fang blenny’s
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bright colors and benefit from
reduced predation. Other fish may
copy the bright colors of especially
numerous species of reef fish ro
reduce their individual risk of
predation. Juvenile orange-band
surgeonfish, for example, are bright
yellow and often school with
yellow tangs.

A dynamic display is another
way to discourage predation. This
behavior could be suddenly revealing
a bright color pattern thar startles
a predator just long enough for
the fish to escape. Several types of
scorpionfish have rainbow patterns
hidden on their pectoral fins. The
rest of the fish is a drab color that
blends with the reef rubble, where
the scorpionfish rests in ambush.
If it has to flee a larger predator, it
flashes the bright rainbows, which
disappear as the fish comes to rest
in a new location. Other fish have
startle patterns on their dorsal fins
that they can show off as needed.

Dynamic color patterns usually
communicate something to nearby
fish. It is not known, however,
if the fish changing its color is
intentionally sending a particular
message or if it is an involuntary
response to an emotional state.

Fish may evolve bright colors that
don't offer any survival advantage

as long as there is no disadvantage.

Many deep-sea fish and nocturnal
fish that shelter under reef ledges
by day — such as squirrelfishes,
soldierfishes, and bigeyes — are deep
red. Red is not visible at night or
below abour 60 feet (20 meters), so
it could be functionally equivalent
to black.

Fish do not necessarily see colors
the way that we do. Many fish
that live in deeper water cannot
detect red light, but some fish in
these environments are not only
sensitive to red light but also can
produce it (or other colors) by one
of two mechanisms. Some fluoresce,
absorbing the energy of blue to
ultraviolet (UV) light that penetrates
deep into the ocean and re-emitting
it as red light. Others generate
red light through a chemical
reaction (bioluminescence). Either
method gives these fish a private
communication channel to signal
members of their species without
tipping off predators.

Some reef fish can detect at
least four colors, including UV
wavelengths, which we cannot
see. The species that can control
their UV reflectivity may use it
for intraspecies communication
undetectable to a predator. The
two-bar damselfish, for example,
has a highly UV-reflective patch on

its dorsal fin, which it can raise and

AL e -r"

Milletseed butterflyfish, an endemic
Hawaiian species, and other fish feed on
eggs of sergeant major damselfish near
Lehua Rock off Niihau, Hawai'i.

lower like a signal flag. Some fish
can mix UV with other pigments
to produce additional colors, such
as UV yellow, and some detect
polarized light, potentially using it
for navigation.

Reef fish use their delightful
colors in many ways, but how do the
fish experience them? It’s doubtful
that any fish looks at another and
thinks about how skin pigmentation
indicates metabolic fitness for a more
suitable mare. It is more plausihlc
that appraising another fish’s
appearance prompts a noncognitive
emotional response and perceptions
of attractiveness or threat.

Carl Safina points out in his
excellent book, Becoming Wild, that
it's natural that animals view their
own kind as beautiful, but the real
question is why humans also find
them beautiful. Safina concludes
that nature has endowed all creatures
with a perception of beauty that
enables them to feel comfortable in
the world to which they are adapted.

He further posits that humans
inherited not only the capacity to
appreciate beauty but also our visual
aesthetic values from distant ancestors
we share with fish and birds. While
I cannot confirm or disprove this

provocative idea, I have seen fish

flee from ;Ippm;uhiug tourists in

Llllﬂ;l[l(.‘l'illg swimwear. Al
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Price Quote

August 2025
HUPS Group Trip — May 2026

Package includes:
« 7 Nights accommodation (Double Occupancy in a room with A/C)
5 Days diving up to 3 times daily (includes 2 night dives)
Scuba gear clean & complimentary storage
Breakfast daily
Lunch on dive days — served onboard or at an outer-island beach restaurant*
Nitrox at house mix (32%)
Welcome cocktail party & dinner
Welcome gift bag
Taxes, national park fees, cruising permits fees & fuel surcharges
Taxi transport from ferry dock/airport upon arrival and departure
Taxi transportation on schedule to/from marina for breakfast and diving days

Package does not include:
e Gratuity for dive staff
« *Breakfast includes 1 drink per person; any additional drinks are not included.
Lunches at out island restaurants will be paid by each guest on day of trip.

Divers: Non-Divers™:
$2,300 per Diver (Double Occupancy) $1,200 per Non-Diver (Double Occupancy)

$700 for Single Person Supplement

Rooms are shared (double occupancy) in a 2-Bedroom or 3-Bedroom cottage with a
shared kitchen/living/patio space.

**Non-divers are included in breakfast, transport, lunches and welcome meals.
Requirement for these rates:

Minimum 10 divers, Maximum 24 divers/snorkelers.

1 complimentary snorkeler space if 10 divers

1 complimentary diver space if 12 divers

Deposit of $500 required upon booking; balance due 120 days before arrival

For further assistance or questions, please contact Jeff McNutt, jeff@divebvi.com

PO Box 1343, Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands
Phone (284) 541-9818
Email info@divebvi.com ¢ Website www.divebvi.com

Questions? Or to sign up cgmidd vwied@gmad Il I
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M-V Fling has been carrying
the WGFrass sites at the

di ver

FI ower G

Banks NMS and beyond! l't's by f a

diving in Texas. Come with
BLUBATER and see cor al

us t

reefs and
the ani mal s ther el

726 West Brazos Boul evard,

Freep
United States, Texas
(979 )4 24353
I nf o@TexasCari bbean. com
Go view this video to get a small view

https://
www. facebook. com/ 100057303948082/ vide
To book:

t exascari bbean. com



mailto:info@TexasCaribbean.com
https://www.facebook.com/100057303948082/videos/422927503937073
https://www.texascaribbean.com/
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The EI Paso Texas Photography CIl u
2026 Gulf States Camera Club Counci

GSCCC 2026 CONVENTION

To stay updated on the list of workshop speakers and
events, regularly check our website.
We will be updating with new information as it

hecomes available.

GSCCC ’26 El Paso
May 28-30, 2026





https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC33mPrMgu1_VSYgl6I0LpuA
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2026 TGCC MEMOR
COLLEGE SCHOLARK

The Texas Gul f Coast Counci | of Diving Clubs (TGCC)
during 2026. This scholarship is given in memory of
dive community. It is also awarded in recognition f
Frank & Joyce Bur ek, Tom Bur ns, Rodney Dwire, Al i ci
Houston Under water Photographic Society, Pete & Nor
Mi ke Peters, Li nda ,Rleat twan DRarvu edt tPi chid sesre | | Ramsey, I
Billie Williams. The purpose of this award is to su
and their families, who support the dive c¢clubs in th
TGCC directly to the U.S. college towards tuition
Eligibility Rules:
Schol arship applicant mu s t be a college undergraduate or gr a
senior that has been accepted to a U.S. college in 2026.
The applicant, the parent (s) (biological or through for mal
i ndi vidual member of TGCC or a member of a TGCC member cl
Application (see other side) must be reckdiwved3by 2MEBECT®CCT |IDar
completed applications on July 9, 2026.
Applicant shall have the high school/college furnish a transc
Schol arship Gener al Guidelines:

Schol arship decisions of TGCC are final

Scholarship winner is expected to keep TGCC abreast with his/
TGCC reserves the right to not award a prize depending upon t
A personal interview with members of the TGCC Schol arship Con
Confirmati omawill | Ma kkey semmaei |p hdoantea apnrdovei ded is current.

TGCC is offerin

g hi's chol arship as a reward to TGCC member :
me mber s o t

o

n

t S
hank them for supporting TGCC's efforts in p
n the applicant or applicant's parents i nvo
general throughout the year

t
consider ati
communi ty i

Applications-mahdo¢eldd tmbetdre TGCC Donations Committee Chairman:

jfburek@consolidated. net
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2026 TGCC MEMORIAL
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP

Applicant's First Name: Last Name:

Mailing Address:

E-mail Address: Phone Mumber:

High Schoaol: Year Graduated:

Name of the U. 5. college to be attended in 2026:
(Please enclose a copy of the acceptance letter, or current college transcript):

Comments and information about the applicant’s grades and academic performance:

Comments and information about the applicant’s sports and/or other extracurricular achievements:

Description of why the applicant feels he/she should be selected for this scholarship.
(Use a separate page)

TGCC Affiliation (member of TGCC or TGCC member club)
Applicant Parent Grandparent (please circle one)

Affiliate First Name(s): Last Name:

Affiliate Clubs (TGCC, CHUM, HUPS, Lunarfins, efc.):

Number of Years as member of the above named club(s):

List any positions of leadership held by Affiliate:

Applicant's Signature: Date:
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