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Link to the Zoom Meeting ID: 822 2562 5836 Password: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success
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Link to the Zoom 

Meeting ID: 822 

2562 5836 

Password: 

079944 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09#success
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The Houston Underwater Film Festival (HUFF) reached an important milestone last year ï it 

has survived beyond age 5 and is going on to present its 6th annual show. I think that is 

quite an achievement and I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered to help make 

this happen. It would not have happened without the dedication of HUPS members as well 

as all of those who join us from around the Houston area. And we canôt forget the impact of 

businesses and individuals that have supported the HUFF by generously donating valuable 

items to our raffle. Sometimes I wonder how many would show up if we didnôt show films at 

all, but just held a giant raffle with great prizes. It might be a surprise, but I know people 

really come for the great shows. I know because they tell us and everybody has their 

favorites. 

We are in the middle of preparations that increase in intensity until itôs showtime. Our 

judges have been working since the beginning of the year on getting all the films watched 

and scored, and then, they transition to their other HUFF activities as the day approaches. 

You know we are getting close when the dress rehearsal is imminent, and we are there 

because it is just a week away. The first few dress rehearsals were nail biters as we were 

making it all up as we went along. To avoid making it up on the day of the show ï yes, I am 

a veteran procrastinator, and I can recognize them a mile away ï we began the practice of 

having a dress rehearsal and it was difficult for most of us. We are used to winging it in 

conversation and some of us may have even tried it on an English exam or two, but 

certainly not math or physics. Right? Ha! But this is a timed event and with 7 or 8 category 

introductions given by 7 or 8 different people, it doesnôt take much to get seriously behind 

the schedule.  

Everyone has done their homework each year and we all seem OK with writing our short 

talks and giving the introduction to the group. Betsy and I were both determined to get as 

many of our volunteers to speak as possible ï itôs something that we believe sets us apart. 

Itôs all part of the chemistry that makes it all work. We have an egalitarian club and above 

all, we want the HUFF to be the same. No special people, no special filmmakers, no special 

treatment. Just special films which make for a very special event. Our dress rehearsal has 

progressed from something very stressful to a fun afternoon capped by margaritas and 

Mexican food afterwards, of course. As long as we continue in that vein, the HUFF will go 

on as long as we continue it.  

Thanks again for all the hard work! 

 

 

Presidentôs Message 
by Craig Beasley 
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7 THE EVENTS  
at Midtown Arts and Theater Center Houston (MATCH) 

3400 Main Street, Houston, Texas 77002 

Saturday, April 11, 3:00 PM - Screening of entries for the Animation, Shorts, Art House Flicks 

and Feature Length categories. Matchbox 2 Theater 

Saturday, April 11, 5:30 PM -  Meet the Filmmakers around the corner at Woosterôs Garden 

Sunday, April 12, 3:00 PM - Screening of entries for the Environmental, Dance & Free Diving, 

Macro and Feature Length categories. Matchbox 4 Theater 

Sunday, April 13, 5:30 pm - Awards Reception in the Gallery at MATCH 

 

ϥNDϥVϥDUAL TϥCKETS* 

Saturday, April 11, 3 PM - $15 

Sunday, April 12, 3 PM - $15 

Sunday, April 12, 5:30 PM - Admission is free, Mexican Buffet $10 

 

TϥCKET PACKAGES* 
 

 $25 Stargazer Package includes 1 ticket to the Saturday screenings and access to the buffet at 

the Sunday reception.  

$25 Octopus Package includes 1 ticket to the Sunday screenings and access to the buffet at the 

Sunday reception. 

$38 Manta Ray Package includes 1 ticket to both screenings and access to the buffet at the 

Sunday reception. 

$75 ï Whale Shark Package ï HUFF SPONSOR PACKAGE includes 1 ticket to both 

screenings and access to the buffet at the Sunday reception plus praise for supporting HUFF! 

You will be acknowledged at the festival for your donation. 

*Please note that there is a $5 per ticket handling fee. 

Buy tickets and see HUFF info: 

HUFF website http://huff.hups.org  

MATCH website here 

huff.hups.org
https://matchouston.org/events/2026/2026-houston-underwater-film-festival
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HUFF Virtual Tickets  
 

Available at the HUFF website 

for all previous festivals  

(2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025) 

huff.hups.org/shop 
 

Virtual Tickets for HUFF 2026 will be 

available starting April 14. 

 
Continue to check the website for 

upcoming HUFF 2026 and 2027 news. 
 

 

Enter HUFF 2027 at 

https://filmfreeway.com/HoustonUnderwaterFilmFestival 
 

Entries will open following HUFF 2026 

https://huff.hups.org/shop/
https://filmfreeway.com/HoustonUnderwaterFilmFestival
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Kurt Bollman -  Novice 1st 

Aaron Crumbley -  Novice 3rd Kurt Bollman -  Novice 2nd 
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Lynn Zechiedrich -  Intermediate 1st 

Alex Kendig - Intermediate 2nd Tiffanie Crumbley -  Intermediate 3rd 
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Justin Wallace - Advanced 3rd Barry Cline - Advanced 3rd 

John VanAtta - Advanced 2nd 
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Justin Wallace  - Advanced 1st 
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Novice  

  

1ST Aaron Crumbley 181 

2ND  Kurt Bollman 128 

3RD -------  

  
Intermediate    

1ST Tiffanie Crumbley 200 

2ND  Lynn Zechiedrich           186 

3RD Alex Kendig 130 

  
Advanced    

1ST John Van Atta 223 

2ND  Justin Wallace           208 

3RD Scott Singleton           194 

4TH  Barry Cline           191 

here

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC33mPrMgu1_VSYgl6I0LpuA
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January Banded/Stripes  
A fish or critter that has bands or stripes on their 

body. Detail: A pattern of parallel bands or lines 

on a contrasting background.  

February 
Crustaceans (Shrimp, 

Lobsters, Crabs, etc.)  

Just like it says - look it up in the book (crabs, 

shrimp, lobsters, barnacles, etc.). When in doubt, 

Wikipedia can help you out.  

March Diagonal Composition  
A diagonal composition is employed to arrange 

elements in an image based on a diagonal line.  

April 
Gobies, Blennies, Jaw fish, 

Triple fins  

Tiny guys that like to hug the reef, hide out in 

holes, or build their nests in the sand. If you arenôt 

sure, look it up in your fish ID book.  

May Fish with Spots or Polka Dots 

A small round or roundish mark, differing in color 

or texture from the surface around it, such as 

boxfishes, coffer fishes, cowfishes and 

trunkfishes. 

June Eels (morays, garden, etc.) 
There are lots of eels out there. They are pretty 

easy to spot. Think ñsnakes with gillsò.  

July Natural light  
Use the sun for light (vs strobes), so lighting will 

be more even. Ideal for large subjects: large reefs, 

schools of fish, silhouettes, or large wrecks.  

August Odd-shaped bottom dwellers  

If it's a bit odd looking and spends most of its life 

on or in the sand or reef, it probably qualifies. 

Infrequent-swimmers. Frogfish, crabs, flounder, 

scorpionfish, toadfish, batfish, lizardfish, 

crocodile fish...  

September Camouflage  

Underwater camouflage is the set of methods of 

achieving crypsisðavoidance of observationð

that allows otherwise visible aquatic organisms to 

remain unnoticed by other organisms such as 

predators or prey.  

October 
Large swimmers (> 4 feet) - not 

people  

A fish or critter that is ñswimmingò with a length > 

4 feet, such as: grouper, tarpon, shark, sting ray, 

manta ray, dolphin, moray eel  

November Hawkfish, Drums, Triggerfish  
This theme gives you up to 3 possible choices of 

fish families. If not sure, check your fish ID book.  

December Best of HUPS 

NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, and 

CREATIVE  contests: First place winners from 

each monthôs Novice, Intermediate and Advanced 

categories will be entered automatically for 

judging. The Creative category lets you enter 

anything you want as long as you do the 

photography and any special editing. 
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January Angelfish & Butterflyfish  
Pomacanthidae & Chaetodontidae are platter-flat, 

colorful, and pretty. If you arenôt sure, look it up in 

your fish ID book.  

February Man-Made/Wrecks  
Any large object (larger than a basketball) made 

by man that is on the bottom, such as: ships, 

planes, vehicles, etc. Avoid trash and debris.  

March Turtles  
Sea Turtles, any variety ï one or more. Your 

choice. Our air-breathing aquatic reptile buddies 

with the ancient pedigree.  

April Black & White (monochrome)  

Mono-color images (black & white, sepia, blue-

tone, etc.). Only shades of one color are allowed. 

Can be taken as a mono-color image straight out 

of the camera or edited down from full color.  

May Flat fish  
It needs to have a pronounced flat profile and be 

a FISH: flounder, angelfish, filefish, butterflyfish, 

sunfish, triggerfish, etc.  

June 
Macro - Smaller than an 

orange  

The subject is smaller than an orange. Can be a 

portion of a larger subject (eyes, fins, etc.). 

Should be taken with a macro lens or one that 

focuses close. Don't just over-crop.  

July 
Damselfish, Chromis, Hamlets, 

Basslets  

A group of small fish generally 3 to 6 inches in 

length that have a perch like or oval profile. If you 

are not sure look in your fish id book.  

August 
Cephalopods (octopi, squid, 

cuttlefish)  

Cephalopods are a sub-group of the phylum 

Mollusca (i. e., mollusks). Limit your entries to: 

squid, cuttlefish, octopi, and nautilus. (Not snails, 

slugs, clams, nudibranchs.)  

September 
Hogfish, Wrasses, Parrotfish, 

Razor  

This theme gives you up to 4 possible choices of 

fish families. If not sure, check your fish ID book.  

October Sharks & Rays  

Chondrichthyes or cartilaginous fishes are jawed 

fish with paired fins, paired nares, scales, two-

chambered hearts, and skeletons made of 

cartilage rather than bone. The class is divided 

into two subclasses: Elasmobranchii (sharks, 

rays and skates) and Holocephali (chimaeras, 

sometimes called ghost sharks).  

November 
Anemones & things that live in 

them  

Just like it says. To qualify, an anemone must be 

in the shot. The "things" (clownfish, crabs, etc.) 

are optional.  

December 

Best of HUPS 

NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE, 

ADVANCED, and CREATIVE  

contests  

First place winners from each monthôs Novice, 

Intermediate and Advanced categories will be 

entered automatically for judging. The Creative 

category: Enter anything you want as long as you 

do the photography and any special editing. 



18 



19 



20 

Shooting Underwater with a 
Single Strobe Flash 

by Lorenzo Terraneo 
 
 

Like most every professional underwater photographer, I traditionally always shoot 
with two strobes attached to my camera housing. But Ikelite asked me... 
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Can you take good wide photos with just one 
flash? 

 

After almost a year I finally managed to dive again, and this time in the splendid marine parks of Ras 
Mahammed and Tiran (Sharm El Sheikh) with the Sinai Dive Club. Wide photography isn't usually 
my strong point as I specialize in super macro photography, but with the scenery of these backdrops 

it's almost a must. 

You're not going to capture a school of fish with a macro set-up.  A 
single DS160 II strobe give the fish a perfect pop of color and also 

brings out the beautiful tones of the coral behind. 
 
 
 
 

I therefore decided to set as my goal the study of lighting in depth using a single flash, so I could 
concentrate better on both the position of the flash and the power adjustment. My task was made 
easier thanks to the extreme power and coverage angle of my Ikelite DS160 strobe. This flash has a 
large battery and supported all of the 500 shots that I take on average in a day (three dives), without 

ever missing a beat. 

https://www.sinaidive.club/sharm/
https://www.ikelite.com/products/ds160-ii-underwater-strobe
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Many shots of animals swimming in open water can be easily lit by a 
single strobe. Anything more than 5-6 feet (1-2 meters) away is too far 

to be hit by a strobe anyway. 
 
 

Having only one flash to manage and not two gave me a lot more time to first visualize the effect I 
wanted to achieve. I must say that in some middle conditions between close-up wide angle and 
extreme panoramas, the results that I obtained with one flash were much superior to those I could 

have obtained with two. 

  

The fall-off of our DS160 II and DS230 strobes is so gentle that it 
provides a natural look that draws your attention to the subject and 

complements the overall framing of the photo.  
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Lighting Effects 

 
The difference is created by the possibility of highlighting only the most important portion 
of the picture or even having the possibility of isolating a part of it and overshadowing the 

rest. 

A single strobe can be positioned in unique ways to isolate part of 
your frame. Here the strobe light is central and angled slightly upward 
to create a pleasing vignette. The purposeful lighting draws your 
attention to the middle of the frame and makes you feel like you're 

looking into a fishbowl.  

The next time I return to Sharm el Sheik I will surely test my new very powerful DS230 Strobe, which 
is brighter than the DS160 with a wider angle of coverage. Putting into practice the experience I 

gained this time so I can continue creating new light patterns with more awareness.  

https://www.ikelite.com/products/ds230-underwater-strobe-modeling-light
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Intentional dark regions can add a sense of space to your image. Too 
much light in a swim-through can also increase  

backscatter. 
 
 

Advantages of Shooting a Single Strobe 
 

Shooting a single strobe can help to streamline your system, reducing the overall size and weight.  
It's necessary to adjust the position of your strobe(s) throughout a dive to  adjustment throughout 
your dives as your distance to the subject changes. If you're still learning about camera settings and 
underwater photography techniques, it can be easier to manage the positioning of a single light 

source. 
It's also more affordable to shoot with a single strobe.  

 

A sandy bottom reflects your strobe light which in a way 
increases the effective output.  
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Using a Dual Cord with a Single Strobe 
 

Do not take a dual sync cord underwater with a cap on one end to shoot a single strobe. The dust 
cap provided with Ikelite sync cords is not waterproof. Use a single sync cord when shooting only 

one strobe. 

Most colors other than blue and green are "invisible" once you go 
beyond about 40 feet (12 meters). You'll want at least one strobe to 
bring out the reds, pinks, and oranges that will otherwise be missing 

from your underwater photos. 
 
 

Advantages of Dual Strobes 

 
The addition of light using a strobe adds color back to your underwater photos. In many situations 
underwater, more light means more color and greater clarity. The beam patterns of two strobes put 

together will cover a wider field of view. 

Traveling with two strobes is also a good idea because you'll have a back-up if something 
unexpected goes wrong. 

https://ikelite.myshopify.com/blogs/faq/connecting-two-strobes-to-your-underwater-housing
https://www.ikelite.com/blogs/buying-guides/why-you-need-strobes-underwater-video
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Close focus wide angle (CFWA) is no problem with a single strobe if 
you get the right angle on your subject.  

 
 

One Large Strobe vs Two Small Strobes 

 
You can often purchase two compact strobes for the price of a single professional grade strobe. 

Which is better? 
Compact strobes have an advantage of being smaller and lighter. And it's good to carry two strobes 

to have a backup on hand.  
However, a professional grade strobe has the advantages of better light quality, a softer beam 

pattern, and faster recycle time.  A fast recycle time is critical when shooting quick moving subjects 
like sharks, turtles, and dolphin. 

Ultimately it depends on the subject and what camera system you're shooting. A macro shot can 
easily be covered by almost any underwater strobe. But the widest fisheye lenses on a full frame 

sensor may require two professional grade strobes to adequately light the scene.  



27 
Reprinted from Alert Diver Magazine 

1st Quarter 2026 
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Questions? Or to sign up contact Russell Ramsey at rjrdived@gmail.com 

mailto:rjrdived@gmail.com
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M-V Fling has been carrying divers out to 

the World-Class sites at the Flower Garden 

Banks NMS and beyond! It's by far the best 

diving in Texas. Come with us to dive in 

BLUE-WATER and see coral reefs and all 

the animals there! 

726 West Brazos Boulevard, Freeport, TX, 

United States, Texas 

(979) 233-4445 

info@TexasCaribbean.com 

Go view this video to get a small view of the Flower Garden Banks:  

https:// 

www.facebook.com/100057303948082/videos/422927503937073 

To book: 

texascaribbean.com 

mailto:info@TexasCaribbean.com
https://www.facebook.com/100057303948082/videos/422927503937073
https://www.texascaribbean.com/
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The El Paso Texas Photography Club (PEEP) will host the  

2026 Gulf States Camera Club Council Photography Convention.  
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Miss  

any recent  

HUPS  

Meetings? 

 

Click here  

to view them 

on our YouTube channel  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC33mPrMgu1_VSYgl6I0LpuA
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2026 TGCC MEMORIAL  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 

 

The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC) plans to award $500 College scholarships 
during 2026.  This scholarship is given in memory of the many deceased members and leaders of our 
dive community.  It is also awarded in recognition for support of the TGCC Scholarship Program by 
Frank & Joyce Burek, Tom Burns, Rodney Dwire, Alicia Grimes, the Houston Underwater Club, the 
Houston Underwater Photographic Society, Pete & Norma Hunter, Mark Leiserowitz, Loy Murphy, 
Mike Peters, Linda Petty, David Pichler, Ja Van Pruett, Russell Ramsey, Louise & Fred Toole and 
Billie Williams.  The purpose of this award is to support the higher educational goal of the members, 
and their families, who support the dive clubs in the Texas Gulf Coast area.  The award will be paid by 
TGCC directly to the U.S. college towards tuition. 

 

Eligibility Rules: 

 

Scholarship applicant must be a college undergraduate or graduate student attending a U.S. college in 2026, or a high school 
senior that has been accepted to a U.S. college in 2026. 

The applicant, the parent(s) (biological or through formal adoption), or the grandparent(s) of the applicant, must be an 
individual member of TGCC or a member of a TGCC member club with dues current in 2026. 

Application (see other side) must be received by the TGCC Donations Committee prior to June 30, 2026.  TGCC will review all 
completed applications on July 9, 2026. 

Applicant shall have the high school/college furnish a transcript of grades, courses and class standing. 

 

Scholarship General Guidelines: 

 

Scholarship decisions of TGCC are final. 

Scholarship winner is expected to keep TGCC abreast with his/her progress in college. 

TGCC reserves the right to not award a prize depending upon the number of entries and qualifications of the applicants. 

A personal interview with members of the TGCC Scholarship Committee may be required prior to awarding this scholarship. 

Confirmation will be by e-mail.  Make sure phone and e-mail data provided is current. 

TGCC is offering this scholarship as a reward to TGCC members, TGCC member and associate clubs or the children of these 
members to thank them for supporting TGCC's efforts in promoting safe sport diving.  The committee will take into 
consideration the applicant or applicant's parents involvement in TGCC and member clubs and/or the diving 
community in general throughout the year. 

 

Applications should be e-mailed to the TGCC Donations Committee Chairman: 

 

jfburek@consolidated.net 
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