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Paul Cater Deaton's Finding Nemo's Garden

July 
Newsletter

For everyone’s enjoyment, HUPS has landed one of the big fish swimming in 
these South Texas waters. As a boy, Paul Cater Deaton was a little cowboy 
from a cattle ranch in Texas who was infatuated by Mike Nelson’s “Sea 
Hunt”. This led him to launch an exciting profession in filmmaking both 
underwater and topside. Over his career he has filmed on six continents, 
accrued numerous professional awards, and entertained several 
generations of children and adults with his well-researched, finely crafted, 
and often humorous views of the world. Through his cameras he has shown 
enormous creativity and skill to capture the world around us and the ability to 
put it all together in films with appeal and heart. To watch one of Paul’s films 
is to feel caught up in his world through his eyes and imagination. He has 
agreed to join HUPS’ July meeting via Zoom to present a fascinating glimpse 
of a world under the sea for which few of us would ever dream. Paul currently lives in Galveston after 
evacuating the Virgin Islands following the terrible hurricane that devastated their home of 19 years.

Martin Daniels will host the meeting.

Here is the Zoom broadcast link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89004214653

Meeting ID: 890 0421 4653

In Finding Nemo’s Garden – Sea & Science in the Land of the Renaissance, award-winning underwater 
filmmaker Paul Cater Deaton travels to the Italian Riviera to visit a revolutionary undersea vegetable and 
herb farming experiment. Equal parts science and adventure, there is more to Nemo’s Garden than meets 
the eye. A dedicated team of SCUBA divers, scientists, engineers, artists and farmers pool their estimable 
resources to grow crops in a system of underwater “biospheres” that would make Leonardo Da Vinci proud. 
Jules Verne meets Indiana Jones as PCD explores the Savona Province and dives the Ligurian Sea.

Some of Paul's credits include:
•  Underwater cinematographer on Wild Honduras with 
National Geographic
•  Field producer and Director of photography for Discovery 
Channel
•  Director of photography for HBO Documentaries
•  Principal underwater cinematographer for The Amazing 
Race
•  Producer of short documentaries for Ocean in Google Earth
•  His article on the Nemo’s Garden underwater farming 
experiment in Italy was published in the February 2020 issue 
of Alert Diver Magazine
•  A voting member of the Television Academy
•  His TEDx Talk on shark preservation was highly rated
•  Numerous other awards and a member of several 
prestigious societies and associations
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These crazy times continue. I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy. Our July 6th meeting will 
again be a virtual meeting via Zoom. Zoom has turned out to be an easy, productive way to continue 
with our meetings when we can't meet in person. If you have not tried Zoom and are a bit hesitant to 
give it a go I can assure you that it is easy to figure out. If you don't believe me just Google up “how 
to join a Zoom call” and you will find many articles and videos that step you through the process. If 
you are worried about having to appear on camera don't stress. You have the choice to have your 
camera (and microphone) on or off during the meeting. If you want to wear your pajamas for the 
meeting no one needs to know. You can use Zoom on pretty much any device from a desktop 
computer to an iPhone. I recommend a computer or iPad to take advantage of the larger screen size. 
The HUPS Zoom meeting will open at 6:30 so you have time to work out any issues before the 
program starts at 7:00. Now that I have addressed most Zoom concerns I expect to see you all on 
the call Monday July 6!

On a television program my wife was watching recently I saw a saying that went “Progress not 
Perfection”. I liked those words. That is really a great attitude that can be applied to anything. For 
example, my home office desk is a mess, It will never be perfect, but I can do some cleaning/
organizing to make some progress.

This concept can of course be applied to your photography/videography. Maybe the idea of 
becoming a perfect photographer/videographer is a bit overwhelming. It is pretty much impossible to 
be perfect. What we should all do is pick one area of our photography/videography where we need to 
make progress. If you shoot video, pick one thing to work on. Improving sharpness, keeping a steady 
shot or story telling could all be good candidates for progress. Stills shooters also have many areas 
where they can aim to improve. How about working on exposure, composition or sharpness? Just 
pick one area and make some progress before you move on to the next. 

No matter how hard you try you can't instantly become an amazing videographer/photographer. To 
improve you have to work step by step. Select that first step to start making some progress. Now I 
have to go work on my desk. See y'all on Zoom Monday!

David Lenderman

President's Message

Announcements
Spring 2020 Video Contest Winners

1st Place - Sand by Dennis Deavenport
2nd Place Tie - Weird, But True by Betsy Beasley and Diving Below the Volcano by Craig Beasley

  Fall 2020 Video Contest   
The Fall Video Contest entries are due no later than midnight October 1. Send your entries to the 
Video Contest Coordinator, Betsy Beasley, at betsybeasley@swbell.net. There is a 5 minute limit on 
films and files must be no larger than 2GB. Please send files via the free file transfer website 
WeTransfer.com. Voting will begin on the Video Contest Facebook page on October 2 and will 
continue throughout the month of October. Winners will be announced at the November HUPS 
meeting and posted on the HUPSdotORG YouTube channel. You must be a HUPS member to enter 
the contest. View the contest rules on the HUPS website under Member Contests/Video Contest.

Seeking HUPS Newsletter Editor
HUPS is looking for a member to volunteer as the HUPS Newsletter Editor starting in January 2021.  No prior 
experience is necessary, just good English grammar skills, the ability to learn, and adept on a computer.  The 
incumbent will help transition the role as soon as a candidate is identified and approved by the HUPS BOD.  If 
you have questions or may be interested, feel free to reach out to the current Newsletter Editor, Monica Losey, 
at monica_losey@yahoo.com.
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2020 POTY Standings through June

Catrin Pichler
Advanced 2nd

Dennis Deavenport
Advanced 1st

Janavi Folmsbee
Novice 3rd

Russell Ramsey
Intermediate 2nd

Kathy Long
Novice 2nd
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HUFF Update
The 2020 Houston Underwater Film Festival has been rescheduled to 
September 12-13, 2020. We will be presenting the same three shows, at the 
same times,  that we would have presented on April 18-19. Tickets bought for 
the April shows will be shifted to the same shows and times on September 
12-13. The venue is still the 14 Pews Theater.  See the below article for an 
update on 14 Pews Theatre.  Please address any questions to Betsy Beasley 
at huff@hups.org. Hopefully we'll see you there!

mailto:huff@hups.org


 

 

 

2020 Photo Contest Themes

Winners of the Texas Gulf Coast Council 2020 scholarships were decided by a vote of the TGCC officers 
and Club Representatives (Council) from each of the TGCC full member clubs on July 2nd.  

This year there were three applicants who are the grandchildren of club members.  William Moran, a 
sophmore and last year’s winner of our $2,000 award.  Andrew Greve and Wyatt Storts, who are just 
entering college.  All had strong applications, and William continued to make strong grades and the Dean’s 
List.

TGCC’s 2020 Scholarship application stated that “The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC) 
plans to award one College scholarships (1 @ $500) during 2020”.  However, once the review was 
underway the Council decided to triple its scholarship budget and award each of the participants a $500 
award.  This was based upon:
  --The strength of the applications
  --Our desire to support promising students entering college
  --Our desire to support our member clubs; their members, children and grandchildren.
  --The need to what we could to support our community in this “coronavirus” time.
The selection of our scholarship award recipients and the review of their accomplishments, hopes and 
dreams is a highpoint in this diving Council’s year.  Our scholarship awards are an investment in our 
community’s future.  
  
The following awards were made and will be sent to their respective schools:

Recipient        Amount Club Club Member School

William Moran $500 HUPS Russell Ramsey Lafayette College
Andrew E. Greve $500 Lunarfins Mike & Mary Smith Colorado Mesa University
Wyatt Storts $500 Lunarfins Paul & Ann Herring Texas Tech University
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2020 HUPS Officers
President:

David Lenderman
Vice President:

Dennis Deavenport
Secretary:

Tammy Allyn
Treasurer:
Tom Collier

Membership/Newsletter:
Monica Losey

Photo Contest:
Martin Daniels

Video Contest/HUFF 
Coordinator:
Betsy Beasley

Workshop Coordinator:
Tom Collier
TGCC Reps:
Frank Burek
Ja Van Pruett

Mark Leiserowitz
WebMaster:
Joe Holden

Trip Coordinator:
Joe Haws
Historian:

Frank Burek
Special Events:

Mary Daniels
Social Media Coordinator:

Laura Veariel
Merchandising 
Coordinator:
Sandy Bryan

Moody Gardens 
Coordinator:

David Lenderman

2020 HUPS Board of Directors
Frank Burek
Mary Daniels

Martin Daniels
Mike Greuter

Monica Losey
Henry Ragland
Debbie Mensay

Jim Mensay

Joe Haws
Russell Ramsey
Craig Beasley
Betsy Beasley
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www.facebook.com/groups/174168478778/

www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

HUPS on the Internet

The Houston Underwater Photographic Society 
meets at the Bayland Community Center from 7pm-9pm, 

the first Monday of each month
(except for Monday holidays)

6400 Bissonnet (near Hillcroft), Houston, TX 77074
Visitors are always welcome!

http://www.hups.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174168478778/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

