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Another year has passed and I 
have made a couple more dive 
trips only 
shooting video.  
I have learned 
some more tips 
involving video capturing 
and video post-processing.  
At July’s meeting I will 
share what I have learned 
to-date.  I also have a 
couple of video shows to 
present.   
      
--Tom Collier



This month’s President’s Page will discuss “Dive Signaling 
Devices” and will cover the range of options from a whistle 
to the high technical satellite signaling devices and most 
recently released upgrade to the Nautilus Lifeline Radio. 
Dive signaling devices have come a long way in the past 25 
years. We have progressed from just a whistle and a mirror 
to horns, safety sausages, marker buoys, strobes, lights and 
the other high tech solutions.

The ultimate survival tool is not something you can buy in 
a store but is something innate in you. It begins with your 
scuba diving skills, your training and experience as well as 
your ability not to panic when you are left behind. If you 
are serious about your diving safety you will have on you at 
the minimum an audible device such as a whistle or a Dive 
Alert Air Horn. Tests have shown a whistle can be heard 1/4 
to 1/2 mile away under optimum conditions. It cannot be 
heard over a boat motor nor can it be heard from a 
helicopter or plane looking for a missing diver. The Air Alert 
Horn can be heard up to a mile away but if your tank is out 
of air your horn is also out of luck trying to make a sound.

A mirror can work well and can be seen from great 
distances but works only in the daylight. Even old CD’s and 
DVD’s make good mirrors but the outside silver finish on 
such devices can corrode over time.

One of the best visual devices one can have is a safety 
sausage or Surface Marker Buoys (SMB’s). Many now come 
equipped with a mirror attached to them. Tests have shown 
that bigger is better as the larger ones stick out of the 
water further and can be seen at longer distances. SMB’s 
can be detected from 1/4 to 3/4 mile depending upon size, 
water conditions and weather conditions. Color also matters. 
On overcast days the fluorescent yellow was found to be 
easier to spot; whereas, on clear sunny days the orange 
colors stood out better. If you have a SMB you probably also 
need a line reel to allow the device to go to the surface 
while you are still underwater especially if you are trying to 
surface where there is an abundance of boat traffic in the 
area.  

Some divers also use Signal Flares for use at night but 
they are notorious for getting wet at certain depths making 
them unusable. They also are only visible at night. Strobe 

lights, dive lights and chemical light sticks are also good 
alternatives as are your camera strobes for signaling in the 
darkness.

High tech solutions include waterproof radio transmitters 
like the Nautilus Lifeline Radio and the EPIRB units. Taken in 
reverse order, EPIRB units broadcast on a 406 mhz or 121.5 
mhz which is the International Search and Rescue (SAR) 
homing frequency which can be located by the Coast Guard 
or any vessel or aircraft equipped with a Directional Finder 
Device. It can communicate directly by satellite with the 
Search and Rescue system and can presumably work 
anywhere on the globe. They do have limited ranges and are 
somewhat bulky. They are manufactured by ACR and Sea 
Marshall.

The Nautilus Lifeline Radio is the other high tech solution 
which debuted in 2011 and which many in the club are 
familiar with and also own. Just 3 days before DEMA 2016, 
Nautilus came out with a device one half the size of the 
original, depth rated at over 400 feet and retails for $199. 
The device, for those of you unfamiliar with same, is a very 
compact VHF radio with built-in GPS. At the surface the 
diver can open the top cover to the case and transmit on 
VHF Channel 16, on a chat channel or a make a distress call. 
On the original unit there is an orange button to make a 
transmission on Channel 16, a green button to chat and a 
red button for a distress call. Any boat in the area should 
be able receive the calls and talk to the diver. There is an 
LCD display designating the GPS position and a speaker and 
microphone to send and receive messages. The original 
device is battery operated and will provide 24 hours of 
power in the distress mode. It has a USB port for charging, 
downloading updates and logging dives on Google Maps. It 
can be tethered to a diver’s BC or put into a BC pocket. I 
would urge you to go to the Nautilus website if you are at 
all interested in such a device and watch the DEMA 2106 
interview as to their newest device. The new device does not 
require a license, no user fees and is a significant upgrade 
over the original device

I hope this article is useful and that no one ever has to 
use any of these devices to get back to either the boat one 
left on or back to the starting point of your dive.

President's Page

Dive Signaling Devices

I want to thank Monica Losey for her program last month entitled, “From Then to Now” showing what one can do in minimal 
time with minimal training when entering the world of underwater photography by applying just a few simple recommendations. 

I am sorry I was not present to learn from Monica the techniques she employed to progress up the photographic ladder.
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Our sixth workshop of 2017 is scheduled to take place July 15th,  the 3rd Saturday of this 
month and will pertain to Keywords, Metadata, Face Tagging and Maps which will continue 

our Photoshop Lightroom video series to assist you in processing your photographs. 

The Board of Director’s Meeting was moved to this 
month due to conflicts in the previously scheduled May 
meeting. At the General Meeting we will discuss many 

of the topics your Board voted on or considered.

The contest topic this month deals with Diagonal 
Composition which contest particulars are detailed on the 
HUPS Website, emails from Lance and in this Newsletter.

I encourage you to attend our July 2017 meeting as the program will be Video II in 
Tom Collier’s continuing series of How to Use Video in Underwater Photography. If 
you attended the first video presentation, Video 1, you will doubly enjoy Video II. 

Hope to see everyone at the 
July mtg.  Happy Diving. 

Russell Ramsey
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HUPS Announcements

In Memory of Dick Zingula
For those long-time HUPS members, you may have known Dick 
Zingula.  He was an early HUPS member who used to attend HUPS 
meetings regularly.  He was a passionate supporter of the Flower 
Garden Banks and one of the original FGBNMS Advisory Council 
members, representing the recreational dive community.  He had a 
long history of diving at the Flower Garden and Stetson Banks and 
was an active proponent for the designation of the FGBNMS in the 
1980s through his work with the Houston Underwater Club and 
other organizations.  For his work in support of the Flower Garden 
Banks, he was honored as a NOAA "Environmental Hero" in 2008 
There will be a memorial service on Thursday, June 29, 2017 at 
1:00pm at Grace Episcopal Church, 4040 W. Bellfort St., Houston, 
TX 77025 with a reception following in the Parish Hall.  If you 
would like to make a memorial gift, the family requests that all 
memorial gifts be given to Grace Episcopal Church.  

20 Things that Piss Off Underwater Photographers
1) Packing
2) The dreaded airport check-in process
3)All that prep work you have to do while everyone else is socializing and chilling
4) Flooded camera
5) Forgetting to take that test shot to see if everything's working before jumping the water
6) When little things slip your mind, like inserting the memory card into the camera or removing the 
lens cap
7) That stupid switch on the side of the lens that sometimes gets flicked to "MF" as the camera goes 
into the housing
8) Dive sites that are great for both macro AND wide-angle photography
9) When a subject is facing the current and you're trying to get a good shot it
10) When a subject cooperates and does exactly what you were hoping for ir do, only find that your 
cameria is not ready
11) When you've composed the perfect shot and a frikkin' GoPro on a stick sneaks into the frame
12) Nosy divers who ruin the shot by invading your personal space and scaring the poor creature away
13) Watching divers who can't really dive handle their fancy cameras
14) When someone dumps their camera on top of yours in the rinse tank on the boat
15) The "I'm not bringing my camera down for this dive" 
curse and that elusive critter you've never seen swims 
right in front of you
16) Photographers who cannot stop showing 
off their images
17) Photographers who talk a good game, 
but then you see their shots
18) Comments like, "Nice pictures, you must 
have a very good camera!"
19) The aches and pains you get in the 
weirdest places
20) The fact that you're constantly broke 
because there's always some new equipment 
to buy



2017 POTY Standings through June
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David Lenderman
Advanced 3rd

Russell Ramsey
Novice 1st

Jackie Reid
Advanced 1st

Beata Lerman
Intermediate 2nd

BOD Meeting

Don't forget there is a 
Board of Directors 
meeting this month 
starting at 5:30pm 

before the regularly 
scheduled HUPS 

meeting.  Please let 
any of the BOD 

members know if 
there is something you 
would like discussed.



2017 Photo Contest 

2017 Meeting Topics
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John 
Van Atta
Novice

3rd

3rd
Intermediate

Bess
Bright
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2017 Workshops

2018 Photo Contest 



The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at the
Bayland Community Center from 7pm - 9pm,

the first Monday of  each month (except for Monday holidays)

6400 Bissonnet (near Hillcroft), Houston, TX 77074

Visitors are always welcome!

2017 HUPS Board of  Directors
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2017 HUPS Officers
President:

Russell Ramsey

Vice President:
Beata Lerman

Secretary:
Tammy Allyn

Treasurer:
Debbie Mensay

Membership/Newsletter:
Monica Losey

Photo Contest:
Lance Glowacki
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Frank Burek

Debbie Mensay
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