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So, what do I want to say about Mike Greuter? Maybe I 
should just start off with what I know about him and my 
impressions: 1) he loves fast cars, 2) he's really passionate 

about diving and pretty darn 
good at it, 3) he's really sharp, 
and 4) he can see humor in just 
about any situation. As a tech-
diver, he has all of the gear and 
skills to dive on some of the 
world’s deeper wrecks like the 
ones found in Bikini Lagoon. All 
this makes for someone that 
will keep you riveted to your 
seats when he's up giving his show. In a previous incarnation, Mike was a 
successful engineer for GE Lighting but he gave all that up to retire. He 
and Johnnye downsized a while back and moved up into the hinterlands 
north of Houston. We're really privileged that he volunteered to give a 
show this month on a seldom-visited Caribbean island. 

Recently, Mike headed down to the Caribbean to dive a place few go. St Eustatius, also known as 
Statia, is a tiny 8 sq. mile island 15 minutes flight from St Maartin between St Kitts and Saba. The 
island is a municipality of the Netherlands. Statia was the first to recognize the American colonies as a 
country in November 1776 by acknowledging a colonial warship with an 11-gun salute. It was one of the 
largest free ports in the Caribbean providing arms and ammunition to anyone willing to pay. Scuba 
diving in the Stenapa Marine Park established in 1996. 

S h o w u p 
e a r l y t o 
s o c i a l i ze 
a n d stay 
late when 
w e h e a d 
o v e r t o 
Jax Gr i ll 
f o r 
b u r g e r s 
and adult 
beverages. 

The Forgotten Island...St Eustatius
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President's Corner
The dog days of summer are here.  So, I find myself quite happy to be in Alaska for the next two weeks. 
 I decided not to go scuba diving, but instead to shoot moose.  I was surprised to find myself using the 
exact same settings I usually use underwater and experiencing the same excitement of finding the 
critters.  Now you know why I won't be at the meeting this month.  Since I'm not diving I started reading 
about diving and diving traditions.

You may know that I am relatively new to diving (7 years), so learning about diving traditions is very 
interesting to me.  I had heard of the red cap day and have finally done some research on it this year.  I 
have learned that the red cap is in honor of Jacques 
Cousteau's birthday on June 11th.  I read about the traditions 
on blueocean.net in an article by Laurie J. Wilson titled, "The 
Incredible Story Beneath Jacques Cousteau's Famous Red 
Hat."  In the late 1800's, the knitted red cap was standard 
issue for the British Army and Royal Navy Divers, was worn 

b y m a n y c i v i l 
engineering divers, 
and was known as the 
" c a p c o m f o r t e r . " 
Between 1906 - 1911, 
Wi l l i am Walker , a 
famous hard hat diver, 
saved the Winchester 
Cathedral that was 
sinking in a peat bog 
by spending 6 hours a 
day diving in complete 
darkness to remove 
the peat and lay concrete bags to keep the cathedral from sinking. 
It wasn't really unitl the 1950's that in the old diving tradition, 
Jacques Cousteau became a diving celebrity and the red cap 
became truly in vogue.  

I'm sorry that I will not see you on Monday, but do join the group 
after the meeting for supper and diving conversations at  JAX's.  

HUPS CORE MISSION: 
 

“Underwater photos through Education, Participation and Entertainment”
 
I sincerely believe that our photography brings the oceans to life for the public.  And through our website, 
social media and Moody Gardens our work and our passion is being shared more widely than ever 
before.
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Jacques Cousteau

William Walker in front of 
Winchester Cathedral

---Lorna Carpenter

HUFF Update

The HUFF is seeking entries in the Novice and Fixed Lens categories. Both 
categories are for films up to 2 minutes long. The novice category is for beginning 
filmmakers who need some assistance with post processing their video clips. The 
Fixed Lens category is for filmmakers using cameras without interchangeable 
lenses. You can view the details of these and other HUFF categories by going to 
the HUPS website and clicking on the HUFF link at the top of the page. Anyone 
needing assistance with post processing please email us at huff@hups.org. You will 
have your choice of HUPS videographers to work with.

http://blueocean.net/
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HUPS Announcements
HUPS Has a New Home at Moody Gardens

Over the years, HUPS has displayed member photos in prominent spots throughout the Moody Gardens 
Aquarium including the walls of the rotunda, alongside a Christmastime ice sculpture exhibit of Atlantic 
fish, and most recently, a Gulf rigs photo exhibit on the aquarium’s lower level near the Aquarium’s Gulf 
of Mexico Rig exhibit. However, in 2018, we lost our wall space on the lower level to make way for the 
creation of the very important Coral Reef Lab, created to preserve and nurture samples of Florida coral 
threatened by a rapidly-spreading disease. Of course we didn’t mind giving up our spot to this important 
mission, but for the first time in over a decade, HUPS didn’t have a presence at Moody Gardens. When 
Greg Whittaker, Moody Gardens Animal Husbandry Manager, and his team hosted HUPS for breakfast and 
a tour back in March, Greg promised he would find us a new wall space, and he has. Bess visited the 
aquarium last Sunday to scout our new location and take some measurements. We’re back on the main 
level in a great spot near the entrance, adjacent to the Conservation Lab.  We’ll put a call for photos 
once we know how many we can display. In the meantime, start dusting off your best shots and stay 
tuned for details on your chance to become a part of the next HUPS photo exhibit at Moody Gardens!

2019 TGCC Memorial College Scholarship Recipients
Congratulations to this year's recipients of the TGCC Memorial College 
Scholarship Awards, given in memory of Jack Allyn, Greg Grimes, Jean 
Himes, Anne Millioud, John Petty, Michael Szewczyk, and Dick Zingula.  This 
year there were 2 applicants.  Both are freshman just entering college.  
Winners were decided by a vote of the TGCC officer and Club 
Representatives from each of the TGCC full member clubs on July 11th. The 
following awards were made and will be sent to their respective schools:
         William Moran       $2,000
         Brendan Oglesby     $1,000
Frank Burek, TGCC President and Scholarship Chairman, would like to 
personally thank each of you for the support you’ve given the Council and 
its memorial college scholarship program.  At this time, additions to the list 
of those memorialized by this scholarship program (Jack, Greg, Jean, Anne, 
John, Michael and Dick) will only occur when a recipient of the TGCC 
Lifetime Achievement Award passes away.

Designation of New National Marine Sanctuary
On July 8, NOAA announced the designation of Mallows Bay-Potomac River National Marine Sanctuary. 
The designation will be official and take effect following a 
review by Congress and the Maryland governor after a 
period of 45 days of Congressional session. Watch an 
informational video about the sanctuary and learn more by 
visiting its webpage <https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/mallows-
potomac/>.

Located about 40 miles south of Washington, D.C., the 
sanctuary will protect the remains of more than 100 
abandoned steamships and vessels built as part of America's 
engagement in World War I. This is the first new national 
marine sanctuary since 2000.

The designation of Mallows Bay as a national marine sanctuary is an exciting milestone for NOAA's 
National Ocean Service, and an opportunity for the public to celebrate and help protect this piece of 
our nation's rich maritime history. NOAA, the State of Maryland, and Charles County, Maryland, will 
manage the national marine sanctuary jointly.

HUPS Bonaire Trip

Final payment is due 
by the August HUPS 
meeting.  If you are 
interested in going, 
c o n ta c t D e b b i e 
Mensay ASAP as the 
remaining available 
rooms have to be 
turned back to the 
resort immediately 
after the meeting.  



 www.hups.org                                                                                                                August 2019

HUPS Announcements
Lionfish Removal from FGBNMS

Trained volunteer divers and research partners from across the country, as well as internationally (FL, TX, 
OK, LA, WA, TN, HI, CA, and even Bermuda), conducted fish surveys and removed 237 invasive lionfish at 
FGBNMS from June 10-13, 2019. This was the fifth Lionfish Invitational public removal event in the 
northwest Gulf of Mexico since 2015.  Twenty-two trained volunteer divers received permits to spear 
lionfish (spearfishing is otherwise illegal in the sanctuary) for the 4-day removal event on board the M/V 
FLING. The dive group removed 44 lionfish from Stetson Bank, 138 from East Flower Garden Bank, and 55 
from West Flower Garden Bank. This was by far the most experienced lionfish removal group of any trip, 
and yet they removed the least amount of fish of any previous cruise.  Were numbers low due to seasonal 
fluctuations? Are the lionfish moving deeper down below recreational dive limits? Were the removals 
effective from trips last year resulting in less lionfish and recruitment (last year was the first time we 
had two trips in one year)? Hopefully more data from future trips will help us answer these and other 
questions.  In addition to the removals, a science team of eight divers conducted fish surveys at each of 
the buoy locations before and after the lionfish removals. Sanctuary researchers will follow up on this 
work by examining the lionfish for age, growth and stomach contents to see which and how many native 
fish species lionfish are eating.  The sanctuary received support for this event from Coast Watch Alliance, 
Ripley's Aquarium of Canada, Georgia Aquarium, Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission, and Fling Charters.  
The next Lionfish Invitational is scheduled for August 25-29, weather permitting, with another full roster 
of enthusiastic lionfish removal experts.

Corals in Crisis and How Divers Can Help Prevent the Spread of Coral Disease

Florida's fragile coral reefs are in crisis. A new ailment known as “Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease” is 
the latest attack on coral health. Experts of varying backgrounds are working diligently to figure out what 
is causing the disease, while simultaneously developing techniques to treat outbreaks and restore the 
sunshine state’s coral reefs to their former glory.  WPBT2 South Florida PBS recently posted a 
documentary video regarding the issue.  You can watch the full episode here. More information about the 
Florida Reef Tract Coral Disease Outbreak is available at https://floridakeys.noaa.gov/coral-disease/. 

With the widespread occurrence of stony coral tissue loss disease (SCTLD) across the Florida reef 
tract, and possibly to several Caribbean locations, the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary 
has raised concerns for caution. The disease appears to be caused by bacteria, and may be transmitted to 
other corals through direct contact and water circulation, meaning that divers and their gear may 
potentially spread this disease between sites. The FGBNMS recently published appropriate decontamination 
guidelines for divers, in order to help prevent the spread of SCTLD to their currently healthy reefs. The 
decontamination guidelines have been developed by Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary, with 
collaborating partners and dive professionals. Learn about the guidelines by visiting https://
flowergarden.noaa.gov/protection/preventcoraldisease.html.  

For all divers planning a trip to the FGBNMS, the MV Fling has decontaminant wash tanks conveniently 
placed on the dock next to the boat, however Jesse Cancelmo personally recommends FGB divers to rinse 
their gear ahead of the departure date so it will be cleaned and dry prior to departure.

Lunarfins Cozumel Trip

Lunarfins Scuba Club Cozumel trip Oct 26 - 
Nov 2, 2019.

-7 nights lodging with 5 days of boat diving
-1st diver:  $1238, 2nd diver $619
-there are 5 slots still available if a 

member of HUPS is interested.
Contact Louise Toole at toolela@yahoo.com 
for more info. 

Passing of Jan Roush

Jan Roush passed on July 9, 2019.  He was a long-time 
Houston Underwater Club members (20+ years) and 
HUPS members for 17 years (1995 to 2011). He was on 
the HUPS BOD in 2004 and shard his photographic work 
and skill with his fellow members with such programs as 
his U/W and surface images from Fiji, Palau and Pohnpei 
in 1999; KBR Night in 2001; and helping to create the 
slide program for the 2002 HUPS Cozumel Shootout.
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2019 POTY & VOTY Standings through July

Bess Bright                    Intermediate 1st
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Dennis Deavenport           Advanced 1st

Betsy Beasley                           Novice 3rd Russell Ramsey            Intermediate 3rd



2019 Photo Contest Themes 

2019 Meeting Topics
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Our second video contest of 2019 has been completed and the winners announced at the last meeting.  
First place went to Craig Beasley, second to Dennis Deavenport and third place was won by Betsy 
Beasley.  We had a total of 5 entries and all 5 videos were shown on the big screen.  If you messed 
the meeting or want to see the videos again, visit the HUPS YouTube channel:  hupsdotorg.  The entry 
date for the next contest is October 1st.  The contest rules can be found on the HUPS website: 	
www.hups.org.		

http://www.hups.org


The Houston Underwater Photographic Society 
meets at the Bayland Community Center from 7pm - 9pm,

the first Monday of  each month 
(except for Monday holidays)

6400 Bissonnet (near Hillcroft), Houston, TX 77074
Visitors are always welcome!

www.hups.org

www.facebook.com/groups/174168478778/

www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

HUPS on the Internet

2019 HUPS Board of  Directors

Underwater Images © Copyright 2019 - A monthly publication 

with all rights reserved
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2019 HUPS Officers
President:

Lorna Carpenter
Co-Vice Presidents:

Bess Bright
Dennis Deavenport

Secretary:
Tammy Allyn
Treasurer:

Debbie Mensay
Membership/Newsletter:

Monica Losey
Photo Contest 
Coordinator:
Martin Daniels
Video Contest 
Coordinator:

Tom Collier
Workshop Coordinator:

Dennis Deavenport
TGCC Reps:
Frank Burek

Alicia Grimes
Ja Van Pruett

Mark Leiserowitz
Debbie Mensay
WebMaster:

Joe Holden
Trip Coordinator:

Jim Mensay
Historian:
Frank Burek

Special Events:
Mary Daniels

Moody Gardens 
Coordinator:

Bess Bright
Merchandising 
Coordinator:
Sandy Bryan

Mary Daniels
Frank Burek
Martin Daniels
Lance Glowacki
Mike Greuter

Monica Losey
Henry Ragland
Tom Collier
Joe Haws
Bess Bright

Jim Mensay
Russell Ramsey
Craig Beasley
Joe Holden
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