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BESS & JOE UNDERWATER IN THE BAHAMAS  

– Small Boat & Big Sharks –  

Join us on April 6th as Bess Bright and Joe Holden present Tiger Beach, Bahamas Aboard the Shear Water at 

7:00 p.m. at Bayland Community Center. Here is a preview: 

In August 2014 Joe and I went on a 6-day live-aboard trip on Jim Abernethy’s  M/V Shear Water to Tiger 

Beach in the western Bahamas. The boat leaves from West Palm Beach, so a quick flight to Miami or 

Fort Lauderdale is all it takes to start your trip. We boarded the Shear Water late in the day, after an 

afternoon muck dive at the famous Blue Heron Bridge.  This trip is mainly wide angle, but it’s worth 

packing the macro lens and arriving early to dive Blue Heron Bridge. In fact, some HUPSters have even 

made a pilgrimage to Florida just to dive the bridge.  It’s only a few blocks from Jim’s shop, where you can pick up tanks for the dive, and I 

guarantee you will see lots of special critters (sea horses, frog fish, horseshoe crabs, you get the idea).  But I digress… 

 

The boat is small and accommodations are very Spartan if you are accustomed to the nice live-aboard fleets. This is NOT a trip for the high 

maintenance diver. But the food is good, and the crew work tirelessly to make sure you have a good time. Our first stop after clearing cus-

toms at the West End of Grand Bahama was a patch of sargassum where we released several baby turtles, including a couple endangered 

leatherbacks, supplied by Florida Atlantic University. We snorkeled alongside the little guys until they got their sea legs and trundled off. 

Time for a very thorough and lengthy safety briefing (or “longing” as it has come to be known) covering shark biology, behavior & photogra-

phy, boat and diving safety, and emergency procedures. As always, we start the first day of diving at one of the pristine reefs where we can 

dial in our gear. We split into two groups while the crew strategically place crates of frozen fish near pretty spots on the reef, and it isn’t long 

before we have Caribbean Reef Sharks gliding over the many colorful sponges and sea fans along the reef top. As the first group of divers 

comes up, the second group begins dropping in. The sharks over the reef offer lots of great wide angle opportunities, but feel free to switch 

to macro to capture the usual small reef critters or maybe a reef shark head shot! 

Next we head to Tiger Beach, home to a resident population of tiger and lemon sharks. The various dive sites at Tiger Beach offer a variety of 

shallow site with clean sandy bottoms or a lawn of turtle grass. Again, the crew places crates of frozen fish in 

the water to bring the sharks in. The scent from the slowly thawing fish makes them curious without getting them 

agitated the way shark feeding operations you may have seen in Fiji or elsewhere would. We once again dive in 

two shifts. We gear up, move to the swim step and quietly slip into the water. A quick drop to the bottom where 

we take our place in the line of divers. Lemon sharks just ignore the divers as they make big lazy ovals to the 

bait crates, and you quickly learn to just ignore them. In-water crew members keep a watchful eye on the divers 

and line us up to insure the best view of the tigers, if they show up. And they do. Soon we are rewarded with our 

first tiger of the day. It’s Emma, the big 14-foot super model. The first time you see her, it’s a bit intimidating. 

Kneeling in the sand as she passes by, you realize her tail is taller than you. And her head is wider than your shoulders! But any anxiety soon 

vanishes as she slowly glides by, first left, then right, like a super model working the runway. Seeing them as a diver, the tiger sharks lose that 

air of menace and appear simply as the powerful, graceful apex predators that they are, more worthy of respect 

than fear. And so it goes for the next several days. We alternate between colorful reefs and the shallow sandy 

bottom of Tiger Beach. We take a break from the tigers to slip over to the Sugar Wreck, a shallow wreck covered 

in colorful coral and sea fans, populated with lots of macro critters and big schools of grunts and snapper.  

 

We have one last stop to make. At the north end of Bimini is a resident pod of Atlantic Spotted Dolphins that 

formerly called the Tiger Beach area home. Most of the divers had snorkeled with these dolphins on previous 

trips, but we had a few new folks who had never played with them. With a bit of coaxing, we talked the crew into giving up the last day of 

shark diving to make the long run to Bimini. After a few hours of slowly cruising around, a small pod found our boat and signaled their desire 

to play. We all geared up to snorkel and grabbed the cameras. With a call of “Dive! Dive! Dive!” we hit the water and began finning towards 

the pod. The more you dive down, splash and play, the longer the dolphins will play. Eventually they tire of the game and swim off, but not 

before everyone got a few good shots and burned off enough calories to indulge in a second helping of pie with dinner! With that, we turned 

the boat towards Florida and began the trip back across the Florida Straits. We cleared customs on the boat in West Palm Beach the next 

morning, then headed to the airport for the short flight home! 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
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Submitted by Lance Glowacki 

 

Video Editing and presentation workshop -  June 20th 1:00 p.m.— 3:00 p.m. Bayland Community Center 

Monica Losey and Terry Moore will be conducting a work shop concerning video editing and presentation. This will include the software 

used, hints and ideas on how to present your video in the most positive light.  

Proshow Gold Tips and Hints Workshop -  August 22nd 1:00 p.m.— 3:00 p.m. Bayland Community Center 

Dennis Deavenport will be hosting a work shop on how to use the slideshow creation software Proshow Gold. 

  

If you would like to sign up for any of the workshops you can do this at the next few meetings or on facebook. 

  

Come and spend a day outside with your fellow Hups member at Brazos 

Bend State Park for a nature photo walk. The link to the park's website 

is http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/brazos-bend 

 

Please note if you would rather do this event on a Sunday (12 April, 

2015)instead let me know your preferences by email, posting a 

comment on this event or noting it on the sign up sheet at the next 

meetings.  

In case of rain we will reschedule & refreshments will be 

provided. 

Thanks, Lance Glowacki  

http://www.hups.org/
https://www.facebook.com/monica.losey
https://www.facebook.com/dennis.deavenport
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174168478778/events/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/brazos-bend
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To: <http://go.usa.gov/hNRd> under Docket #NOAA-NOS-2014-0154 

 

From: Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs 

 

Date: March 22, 2015 

 

Subject: Response to FGBNMS Expansion proposal 

 

This response is the official position of the Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC).  It has been composed by representatives of 

our member clubs and has been released to our clubs and their members as our position on this issue. 

 

As presented at the March 5th Scoping meeting the FGBNMS and FGBNMS SAC’s preferred alternative is a “small footprint” expansion of the existing 

FGBNMS Sanctuary that includes banks of significant interest.  That expansion also will include three active oil & gas platforms. 

 

At this time TGCC supports this “Expansion” proposal and encourages its members to support it also. 

 

TGCC does however have several reservations about FGBNMS expansion that will need to be better defined before we could agree with any expansion 

proposal being implemented: 

 

Confirmation that a vessel mooring system will continue to be employed throughout this new, expanded marine sanctuary. 

 

Our clubs include several general categories of divers.  We have recreational divers, diving photographers, tech divers and spear fishermen.  We 

are looking to understand the benefits that “Expansion” will provide each of them. 

 

The FGBNMS is the result of local groups seeking effective management and the assumption of the responsibility for certain, key areas of the Gulf 

of Mexico.  We need to understand how the interests of all these groups (Conservationists, Divers, Fishermen, Educators, Researchers 

and Oil & Gas Production) are protected under this expansion proposal. 

 

The proposed expansion area includes three (3) active oil & gas platforms.  TGCC’s concern is their decommissioning – When they could qualify 

for the Rigs to Reef program and possibly extend their usefulness as artificial reefs. 

 

Recently HI-A-389-A, an existing oil & gas platform within the present FGBNMS boundary, began the decommissioning process.  It has 

become obvious that the National Marine Sanctuary System (NMS) was totally unprepared, and legally excluded from much of the key 

decision making process involving a key attractive element of the sanctuary system – the oil & gas platform within its boundaries.  At 

this time it looks like we will be having a “Texas State Park” right in the middle of a National Marine Sanctuary. 

 

TGCC is looking for regulatory changes that would allow the NMS to manage this oil & gas platform decommissioning process within its 

boundaries.  Without that, we would have a hard time supporting the FGBNMS as it seeks to expand into areas that it knows it can not 

effectively manage. 

 

Thank you for giving us an opportunity to provide input on this very important issue. 

 

Frank Burek 

Below is the public statement that I submitted March 22nd for TGCC on the issue of FGBNMS “Expansion”. 

 

It’s the same statement that we approved at the meeting.  However, I delayed submitting it because I was involved with a “back and forth” with Jesse 

Cancelmo about TGCC taking up a position on ARs and how much the FGBNMS participated in “managing” them.  Jesse is very content with the pro-

cedure of turning them over to Texas Parks & Wildlife.  I still feel there are better ways if we are ever to get one left with elements standing above the 

waves.  Our statement points out that there is a problem, and asks FGBNMS management to look at it as part of the “Expansion” process. 

 

Please see that the attached is sent to your newsletter editors and web-masters.  Your members should know our position, but the key thing is to en-

courage them to comment positively or negatively to the issues that are most important to them.  Each of you, as leaders in this dive community should 

also make a personal response to this FGBNMS request for comments.  It is also appropriate for your club to submit written comments. 

 

The deadline for comments is April 6th, and comments can be made to  <http://go.usa.gov/hNRd> under Docket #NOAA-NOS-2014-0154.  
 
 

 

TGCC Statement  

Submitted by Frank Burek 

http://www.hups.org/
http://go.usa.gov/hNRd
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Novice 

1st Kiki Moseley 

2nd David McCracken 

2nd Martin Daniels 

3rd Martin Daniels 

4th John Scheldt 

5th Allison Trout 

Intermediate  

1st Lance Glowacki 

2nd Bess Bright 

3rd Monica Losey 

4th Beata Lerman 

5th Joe Holden 

Advanced  

1st Dennis Deavenport 

2nd Jim Mensay 

3rd Mike Greuter 

4th Terry Moore 

5th Debbie Mensay 

Martin Daniels—Novice 
Monica Losey—Intermediate 

Dennis Deavenport– Advanced 

http://www.hups.org/
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2015 TGCC MEMORIAL  

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS 

(In memory of Greg Grimes, Anne Millioud, John 

Petty and Michael Szewczyk)  

 

The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC) plans to award four College scholarships (1 @ 

$2,000 and 1 @ $1,000 and 2 @ $500) during 2015.  These scholarships are given in memory of Greg 

Grimes, Anne Millioud. John Petty and Michael Szewczyk, deceased members of our dive community.  

They are also awarded in recognition for support of the TGCC Scholarship Program by Alicia Grimes, 

the Houston Underwater Club, the Houston Underwater Photographic Society and Linda Petty.  The 

purpose of these awards is to support the members who support the dive clubs in the Texas Gulf Coast 

area.  The awards will be paid by TGCC directly to the college towards tuition. 

 

Eligibility Rules: 

 

1. Scholarship applicant must be a college undergraduate or graduate student attending college in 2015, or a 

high school senior that has been or will be accepted to college in 2015. 

2. The applicant, the parent(s) (biological or through formal adoption), or the grandparent(s) of the applicant, 

must be an individual member of TGCC or a member of a TGCC member club with dues current in 

2015 or on the HUC club roster in 2012. 

3. Application (see other side) must be received by the TGCC Donations Committee prior to June 30, 2015.  

TGCC will review all completed applications on July 9, 2015. 

4. Applicant shall have the high school/college furnish a transcript of grades, courses and class standing. 

 

Scholarship General Guidelines: 

 

1. Scholarship decisions of TGCC are final. 

2. Scholarship winner is expected to keep TGCC abreast with his/her progress in college. 

3. TGCC reserves the right to not award a prize depending upon the number of entries and qualifications of 

the applicants. 

4. A personal interview with members of the TGCC Scholarship Committee may be required prior to award-

ing this scholarship. 

5. Confirmation will be by e-mail.  Make sure phone and e-mail data provided is current. 

6. TGCC is offering this scholarship as a reward to TGCC members, TGCC member and associate clubs or 

the children of these members to thank them for supporting TGCC's efforts in promoting safe sport div-

ing.  The committee will take into consideration the applicant or applicant's parents involvement in 

TGCC and member clubs and/or the diving community in general throughout the year. 

 

Applications must be mailed to: 

 

TGCC Donations Committee 

c/o Frank Burek 

8448 Grand Lake Estates Drive 

Montgomery, TX  77316 

 

http://www.hups.org/
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HUPS Video Contest – July & November 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because everyone is going out and buying video equipment right now, we have decided to move it up 

another notch and offer three video contests this year.  We’ll be doing them every 4 months to see how 

much interest we can generate.  If that works well, we will continue it in future years. 

 

 

The rules are pretty simple: 

 

1) All work needs to have been done by the contestant. 

2)  It is OK to use titles, music, special effects, and a few still images (as long as they don’t dominate 

the presentation). 

3)  The topics are open to the imagination but they need to be diving related.  Some topside video 

and images are OK but we are an Underwater Photographic Society so think “wet”. 

4)  The shows need to be kept to 2.5 and 3.5 minutes. 

5)  They also need to be rendered in a format that is generally acceptable for nearly all computers.  

More on that later, I’m sure. 

6)  Entries need to be in my hands no later than Friday night before the meeting. 

7)  Once the entries have been submitted, I will forward them to the judges for their ratings and 

comments. 

 

May the best person win.  But really, winning is secondary to learning how to edit your video and 

make it into something that others will want to see.  I will try to show all of the entries at our 

Monday night meetings.  If we don’t have enough time for everyone, then we may have to limit it 

to the top three finishers.  Don’t forget the workshops… we’ll be offering FREE TRAINING for those 

interested. 

Submitted by Dennis Deavenport 

Jim Mensay — Advanced 

Lance Glowacki—Intermediate 

Martin Daniels—Novice 

http://www.hups.org/
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http://www.hups.org/
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Month Date Presenter Show Title & Synopsis Contest Topic 

January 5th Dennis Deavenport 
Costa Rica and Cocos Island 

 (Okeanos Aggressor)  
Two or More of a Kind 

February 2nd Tom & Kay Collier Komodo     Toothy  

March 2nd Cecilia Clementi Raja Ampat    Eels  

April 6th Bess Bright  
BESS & JOE UNDERWATER IN THE BAHAMAS  

– Small Boat & Big Sharks –  

 Gobies, Blennies, Jaw 

Fish, Triple Fins  

May 4th Mike Greuter  Mexico's Three Coasts   Long and Thin - Fish or Critters  

June 1st HUPS members  Short subjects - My favorite shots    Patterns  

July 6th   
  Reef Scenes with Diver or 

Divers  

August 3rd   Natural Light  

September 7th   Unusual Shapes  

October 5th BVI participants  BVI Club Trip   Cephalopods  

November 2nd Paul & Ann Herring  Video around the world   Night Life  

December 7th Christmas Party Best of HUPS 

Best of HUPS  

 (monthly winners in Novice, 
Intermediate, & Advanced + 

Creative topics)  

http://www.hups.org/


 

 Underwater Images © Copyright 2014 — A monthly publication with all rights reserved 9 

The Houston Underwater Photographic Society meets at 

the Bayland Community Center starting at 7:00 PM. 
(Social time begins at 6:45) 

 
(6400 Bissonnet, near the Hillcroft intersection) 

Visitors are always welcome. 

2015 HUPS Officers 

 
President:  

Russell Ramsey 
Vice President:  

Dennis Deavenport 
Secretary:  

Tammy Allyn 

Treasurer:  
Tom Collier 

Membership/
Newsletter: 

Alicia Grimes 
Photo Contest:  

Dennis Deavenport 
TGCC Rep: 

Alicia Grimes 
Frank Burek /  

Debbie Mensay 
Web Master:  

Joe Holden 
Workshops:  

Lance Glowacki 

Trip Coordinator:  
Jim Mensay 

Historian:  
Frank Burek 

Special Events:  
Jan Baughman 

 

Board of Directors 
Jan Baughman 

Bess Bright 
Frank Burek 

Martin Daniels 
Lance Glowacki 

Alicia Grimes 

Mike Greuter 
Gary Harris 

Ken Knezick 
Monica Losey 

Jim Mensay 
Henry Ragland 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/

group.php?gid=174168478778 

http://www.hups.org/ 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG 

HUPS 
P.O. Box 270056 

Houston, TX 77277-0056 

http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/Meetings/Directions.html
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?%23!/group.php?gid=174168478778
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.hups.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG
http://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG

