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Up Close and Personal 

Tips for Approaching Shy Marine Life 

Mark Strickland 
 

February 3rd at 7 pm - Bayland Community Center 

Link to the Zoom broadcast  

Meeting ID: 822 2562 5836 Password: 079944 

 

We are happy to announce our February presenter, Mark Strickland. He comes highly 

recommended by those that know him. His portfolio contains an amazing array of diverse 

underwater photography including a variety of mammals (humpbacks, dolphins, sea lions, 

elephants, kids, and pigsé to name a few). But also, astonishingly good macro and wide-

angle photography can be seen on his Mark Strickland Photography website. You wonôt 

want to miss this experience. Arrive early for a good seat. And donôt forget to bring your 

appetite for some after-meeting Mexican food at La Tapatia.  

Whether youôre obsessed with capturing impactful marine life images or a casual snap-

shooter, there is no substitute for being physically close to the subject. From tiny gobies to 

massive whales, many animals are inherently shy, making close interaction difficult. When 

approached properly, however, most sea creatures are surprisingly tolerant of divers. This 

seminar will teach you techniques that can turn fleeting glimpses into relaxed, intimate 

encounters. Youôll learn how to approach shy animals, gain their trust, and get close without 

scaring them away, making every dive a more enjoyable and rewarding experience.    

 

About Mark: 

Mark Stricklandôs life-long interest in the sea has included over 10,000 dives and careers as 

lifeguard, boat captain and scuba instructor. His passion for underwater photography has 

led him to many top dive locales including Thailand, where he spent 17 years as Cruise 

Director on a series of live-aboards. An avid marine naturalist, Mark has discovered several 

nudibranch species, including his namesake, Halgerda stricklandi. He is co-author and 

principal photographer for Lonely Planetôs award-winning book, ñDiving and Snorkeling 

Thailandò, and his work appears in many publications around the world; editorial credits 

include Alert Diver, BBC Wildlife, Blancpainôs Edition Fifty Fathoms, Conde Nast 

Traveler, Geo, National Geographic World, Nature's Best, Natural History, Outside and most 

major dive magazines. His images have also been displayed at the Smithsonian Institution, 

United Nations Visitor Center, and galleries including the G2 in Venice, CA. Mark leads 

several dive trips each year to his favorite destinations as part of his job at Bluewater 

Photo in Culver City, California. For a sampling of Markôs work, 

visit www.markstrickland.com 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82225625836?pwd=S0NVcStSZkc5djl4cEI5U2lDQVRCUT09
mailto:www.markstrickland.com
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Presidentôs Message 
by Craig Beasley 

 

 

 

This is a throwback to my April, 2024 presidentôs page where I 

discussed our experiences at Black Sand Resort in Lembeh when we 

overlapped with a Netflix film crew. We were amazed  that they were 

there for more than 5 weeks just to film coconut octopus behavior. 

They had more than $150,000 worth of equipment in the water and 

worked all day using rebreathers. So what could they be doing? 

Well, now we know. The Netflix series ñOur Oceansò has dropped on 

Netflix and all I can say is WOW! There are 5 episodes and at this 

point we have watched the first 4 and each is spectacular. They have 

films of animal behaviors that have never been filmed before ï 

multiple instances, in fact. The episodes are each about a different 

Ocean: Pacific, Indian, Atlantic, Arctic and Southern. We found the 

Lebeh octopus sequence in the 2nd one on the Indian Ocean.  

At this point, I am amazed at what they got even though they had 5 

weeks. I think you could work a year and not get what they got. I 

expect there was some measure of working with the animals, but I 

donôt think there was abuse. Otherwise, I just donôt know how you get 

this behavior on film. But of course, thatôs why they are the pros.  

In any case, I highly recommend this series. Itôs hard to compare, but 

I think they outdo the Blue Planet series. You will definitely see some 

incredible camera work and, for sure, things you have never seen 

before. 
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Our Photo Contest Coordinator, 

Martin Daniels, was out of town 

for the January meeting and will 

present the results of the 

January and February contests 

at the February 3 HUPS Meeting. 

  

Those results will appear in the 

March newsletter. 
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Novice  

  

1ST Sage Holt 759 

2ND  Scott Singleton 753 

3RD Tiffanie Crumbley 578 

4TH  Aaron Crumbley 527 

  
Intermediate    

1ST Jennifer Opiela-Miksch 691 

2ND  Alex Kendig           600 

3RD Lynn Zechiedrich 353 

  
Advanced    

1ST Justin Wallace 776 

2ND  Debbie Mensay           742 

3RD Jim Mensay           728 

4TH  Barry Cline           689 

5TH  John Van Atta           680 

here

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC33mPrMgu1_VSYgl6I0LpuA
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January 
Single Color Focus (Blue, Red, 

Green, Yellow, etc.) 

Subject must be a single color or shade of color, 

such as: green moray eel, green parrotfish, soap 

fish, sharks, sponge, coral .  

February Fish Portraits  

1 or 2 fish (not critters), side on, angled views, or 

face-tothe-camera shots are what weôre looking 

for. 

March Groups, Sweetlips 
Groupers typically have a stout body and large 

mouth, and can be quite large. Sweetlips also 

have large, fleshy lips.  

April Long and thin - fish or critters 
Any fish or critter that is characterized by long, 

thin lines.  

May Pairs (2 of the same) 
Two of the same critters or fish, similar in form, 

matched or associated.  

June 
Things that Live in Sand or 

Muck 
Fish or critters that live in sand or muck.  

July 
Echinoderms (starfish, 

urchins, sea cucumbers, etc.) 

Echinoderms usually have five-point radial 

symmetry, and include starfish, brittle stars, sea 

urchins, sand dollars, sea cucumbers, and 

crinoids.  

August Silhouettes 

In Silhouettes the outline and shape of the subject 

are what is important. A good silhouette should 

have almost no detail observable in the primary 

subject. .  

September Juveniles of Any Species 

A Juvenile can be anything thatôs not a mature 

adult, preferably fish or critters that are obviously 

still maturing. Such as: juvenile anglefish that 

have distinct markings or juvenile spotted drums 

that need to grow into their fins  

October Corals-Macro (hard or soft) 

Coral a tiny soft-bodied animal that typically 

lives within a stony skeleton grouped in large 

colonies. The goal is individual polyps, not a 

reef composition.  

November Reef scenes with diver(s) 
Any kind of reef scene somewhere in the shot, 

and also must include at least one diver.  

December 

  
Best of HUPS 

NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, and CREATIVE  

contests: First place winners from each monthôs Novice, 

Intermediate and Advanced categories will be entered 

automatically for judging. The Creative category lets you 

enter anything you want as long as you do the photography 

and any special editing. 
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This article contains photos by HUPS member, Jesse Cancelmo. 
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Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs  
(TGCC or Diving Council)  

News 
 

Every diver, every elected or appointed club officer, should plan on attending the TGCC Annual Club Awards 
Luncheon. Itôs a major dive community event. The following are some detail about the ñAwards Luncheonò: 
This event is the one opportunity for all members of the dive community to get together ï hear what was 

accomplished last year and learn about key issues and projects for the current year. It is the place where the Diving 
Council, our charity - American Charitable Watersport Activities Foundation (ACWA) and the Houston Underwater 

Film Festival (HUFF) updates everyone. Itôs the one time of the year when: 
 

Each of our clubs can ñbreak breadò together and celebrate.  
 

Leaders and the critical workers of our community are recognized. 
 

Additions to the communityôs memorial program are announced. 
 

Time is taken to recognize many of our communityôs leaders. 
 

We pause a moment to remember those dive club workers who are no longer with us. 
 

Each of us can learn more about the other clubs and members of our community. 
 

The event is Saturday, Jan. 25, 2025. 
 

At Bayland Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet, near Hillcroft. 
 

Social -11:00 AM Lunch - 11:45 AM. Awards and Presentations ï 12:15 PM. 
 

Tickets are $30. Tickets are available from Frank Burek, Ja Van Pruett and Mark Leiserowitz. Representatives 
from each of the dive clubs have tickets for sale to their club members. 

 
Each club, and the TGCC will present their awards. TGCC known awards at this time are: 

 
Its 2024 Member-of-the-Year award to Rodney Dwire. 

 
Its 2024 Neptune Award to Betsy Beasley. 

 
Each of the TGCC member clubs will present their 2024 awards at this event. 

 
 

The Representatives from TGCCôs member clubs have chosen the TGCC Officers for 2025 & 2026. They are: 
 

President ï Frank Burek 
1
st
 Vice President (Recognition Programs) ï Pee Wee Dwire 

2
nd

 Vice President (Legislation, Flower Garden Banks NMS monitoring) ï Andy Lewis 
Treasurer ï Mark Leiserowitz 
Secretary ï Ja Van Pruett 
Webmaster ï Tom Burns 

 

 
Results of TGCCôs Neptune Award program 2024: 

 
1
st
 Place ï Betsy Beasley (11) 

 
2
nd

 Place - Craig Beasley (10) 
 

3
rd

 Place ï Ja Van Pruett (8) 
 

3
rd

 Place ï Brion Saathoff (8) 
 

4
th
 Place ï Rodney Dwire (7) 

 
4
th
 Place ï Christie Emerson (7) 

 
4
th
 Place - David Lenderman (7) 
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±ƻƛŎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΥ Yŀǎŀ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǇƭǳƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ !ƭŜȄŀ ŀƴŘ DƻƻƎƭŜ IƻƳŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ 9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ǿƛŀ 
!ƳŀȊƻƴ !ƭŜȄŀ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘΦ /ƻƳǇŀǝōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ рΦл ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛh{ млΦл ƻǊ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
{ƳŀǊǘ hǳǘƭŜǘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜΥ ¢ǳǊƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻũ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳŀǊǘǇƘƻƴŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Yŀǎŀ ŀǇǇΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƻŶŎŜ ƻǊ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǝƻƴ 
{ŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎΥ ¦ǎŜ ǝƳŜǊ ƻǊ ŎƻǳƴǘŘƻǿƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŬ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǇƭǳƎ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅ 
ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻũ ŀƴȅ ƘƻƳŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƭŀƳǇǎΣ ŦŀƴΣ ƘǳƳƛŘƛŬŜǊΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 

ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜ Yŀǎŀ ŀǇǇ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǝōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛh{ млΦл ƻǊ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 
9ŀǎȅ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜΥ нΦпDIȊ ²ƛ-Cƛ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ tƭǳƎ ƛƴΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ Yŀǎŀ ŀǇǇΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ 
¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΥ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ {ƛƭƛŎƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΣ Yŀǎŀ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǾŜǊ р 
aƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǳǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ t/aŀƎ нлнлΦ ¦[ ŎŜǊǝŬŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǳǎŜΦ 

 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ !ƳŀȊƻƴ 

Kasa Smart Plug HS103P4 

Presented by 

Craig Beasley  

At the January 

meeting 

https://www.amazon.com/TP-Link-Kasa-Smart-Wifi-Plug/dp/B07RCNB2L3/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1RXIVR9NU829X&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Kn3aULhY-SSxguacSvUEoJZr54B_gJHCykHjnrprqz61FgOE3E_gTh9D9Pt7NUJRJ-iKzCmYoKKTLhWGXG-EKzQksaLVm_bNkNGeGNHvAimoBaAm1c0-jxa6R-2GGq9WfYNKsmwdDN8XYg9
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.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
ƎŀŘƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƻ 

ǎƘŀǊŜΦ 
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Miss  

any recent  

HUPS Meetings? 
 

 

Click here to view them 

on our YouTube channel  

HUPSdotORG 
 

 

 


