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Many Cameras - Many Subjects – Lots of People Involved 

 
JOIN US via ZOOM 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89925666545? 
Meeting ID: 899 2566 6545 Passcode 478903 

Bayland Community Center & Zoom Program – 7-9 pm January 9th 
 

It has been our tradition for the past several years to offer HUPS’ budding videographers a 
forum to show their video clips and short films to our corner of the world. This year is no different. A 

wide variety of HUPS members have submitted film clips and a few short films so I can put this show 
together. I’ve been pretty astonished with the response I’ve received, and I’m pleased with just about 

everything that I’ve received.  
 

So far, I have material from Jesse Cancelmo, Craig & Betsy Beasley, Barry Cline, Scott 
Singleton, David Lenderman, Tom Collier, PJ Campagna, Henry Ragland, Justin Wallace, Sandy 

Bryan, Mike Greuter, Alex Kendig, and me. More may be submitted before the meeting.  
 

Jesse sent me some 40-year-old archival VHS video that he had digitized. It’s some amazing 
manta interaction at the Flower Gardens. He recorded a foreword and I put it all together. It’s pretty 

amazing stuff. Craig and Betsy take us on a short tour of diving in Alor. Then there is a variety of 
clips I’ve received from Barry and Henry from several dive locations. David has submitted a short 
film that is all you would expect from David… entertaining and very well crafted. Justin is putting 
together his own contribution and you can bank on it being super entertaining. There is also a Fiji 

film using clips taken at Volivoli resort earlier this year. The untouched beauty of the protected 
marine park in the Bligh Water is on display with a rainbow of colors and clouds of fish. Scott 

Singleton, one of our newer members, has also jumped in with his own clips taken in Fiji. 
Contributions from Tom, PJ, and Sandy round out the program in fine form. 

 
The program brings variety and excellence from many of our members. You don’t want to 

miss this show. 

by Dennis Deavenport 
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A s I write this in late December, a brutal Christmas winter storm is roaring through 
the country causing freeze and travel anxiety – the everchanging weather forecast is 

not much help either.  At this time of the year, metaphorical winds of change are 
blowing in so many ways too, even in HUPS. With the new year we have a few 

changes in our leadership and the presidency is most on my mind as I am stepping in 
to try to fill some “big shoes”, a challenge for someone whose shoe size is every bit a 
solid 7. I want to start by recognizing and thanking all the men and women who have 

served so well as HUPS president and no less, all of the others who have worked 
selflessly to make us successful over the years. In particular, we should all thank 

David Lenderman for his excellent terms as president! 
 

 
It is a time to look back and enjoy accomplishments but also to look to the future and 

vow to do better in the coming year. So, I would like to invite you all to join me in a 
HUPS group gym membership to finally get in shape … just joking. But my point is 

that this is a time to ask yourself how satisfied you are – specifically with your 
photography, art and in particular, underwater photography and/or video. We should 
feel a large measure of pride because we do some things that many people, maybe 

most, consider difficult. Actually, opinions range among difficult, frightening, 
impossible, crazy, dangerous, etc. They aren’t entirely wrong, but we persevere. 

 

 
But photography and film are ever evolving and like most technical things, the pace 

has increased. For us, new equipment is particularly expensive because we need new 
cameras and housings. We each have our own algorithm for deciding when to take 

this big step but improving does not necessarily mean an expensive, fully new rig. For 
example, you can add an action camera to put your toe in the “video pool” or add a 
wet lens for super macro. Drones have come down to the point that they may make 
sense for adding new perspectives. But I think the biggest changes in underwater 
photography and video are in things we can do mostly with our existing hardware: 

composition, lighting (or using natural light) and new vistas such as black water. We 
have seen presentations on many topics over the last few years that should inspire us 
to give these a try. And that is one of the main reasons HUPS exists. We can explore 
these opportunities by holding workshops and programs in our monthly meetings and 
perhaps by organizing trips aimed at exploring such topics. It used to be a daunting 
challenge to, for example, consider a “black water HUPS trip” because it was being 

done in some exotic location like the Philippines. Now we find places like Florida and 
Cozumel on our doorstep that are becoming leaders. Snooting? Natural lighting? 
Continuous lighting? We can approach these and other new topics similarly. So, 

everyone, please think about what you might like to accomplish this year and let us 
know. I am interested and I know David and others are also eager to share knowledge 
in workshops and presentations. It's your club so let us know your direction and your 

"leaders" will try to follow. 

by Craig Beasley 
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Alex Kendig - Novice  

Jodie Cline - Intermediate 
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Jim Mensay - Advanced 
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Justin Wallace 
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Novice 

  

1ST Alex Kendig           418 

2ND JaVan Pruett 329 

3RD Sage Holt 197 

  
Intermediate   

1ST Jody Cline 644 

2ND Jennifer Opiela-Miksch 522 

  
Advanced   

1ST Steven Anderson 634 

2ND Debbie Mensay 559 

3RD John Van Atta 554 

4TH Justin Wallace 522 

https://youtu.be/5sF-8bdvyCc
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January Banded/Stripes  

A fish or critter that has bands or stripes on their 

body. Detail: A pattern of parallel bands or lines 

on a contrasting background.  

February 
Crustaceans (Shrimp, Lobsters, 

Crabs, etc.)  

Just like it says - look it up in the book (crabs, 

shrimp, lobsters, barnacles, etc.). When in doubt, 

Wikipedia can help you out.  

March Diagonal Composition  
A diagonal composition is employed to arrange 

elements in an image based on a diagonal line.  

April 
Gobies, Blennies, Jaw fish, 

Triple fins  

Tiny guys that like to hug the reef, hide out in 

holes, or build their nests in the sand. If you aren’t 

sure, look it up in your fish ID book.  

May Fish with Spots or Polka Dots  

A small round or roundish mark, differing in color 

or texture from the surface around it, such as 

boxfishes, coffer fishes, cowfishes and 

trunkfishes.  

June Silver fish with scales  
Any kind of predominantly silvery fish with 

scales, such as: Barracuda, Tarpon, Silversides, 

etc.  

July 
Big eyes, Tangs, Triggerfish, 

Boxfish  

This theme gives you up to 4 possible choices of 

fish families. So come on and submit a 

photograph or two.  

August 
Mollusks (Shells, Nudibranchs, 

Chitons)  

Any mollusks that are not cephalopods, such as: 

snails, slugs, clams, nudibranchs. (Not squid, 

cuttlefish, octopi, or nautilus.)  

September Camouflage  

Underwater camouflage is the set of methods of 

achieving crypsis—avoidance of observation—

that allows otherwise visible aquatic organisms to 

remain unnoticed by other organisms such as 

predators or prey.  

October 
Large swimmers (> 4 feet) - not 

people  

A fish or critter that is “swimming” with a length > 

4 feet, such as: grouper, tarpon, shark, sting ray, 

manta ray, dolphin, moray eel.  

November Hawkfish, Drums, Triggerfish  
This theme gives you up to 3 possible choices of 

fish families. If not sure, check your fish ID book.  

December 

  
Best of HUPS 

NOVICE, INTERMEDIATE, ADVANCED, and CREATIVE  contests: 

First place winners from each month’s Novice, Intermediate and 

Advanced categories will be entered automatically for judging. The 

Creative category lets you enter anything you want as long as you do 

the photography and any special editing. 
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 NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARIES 

2022 Get Into Your Sanctuary Photo Contest Results 

Thank you to all the photographers who shared their view of national marine sanctuaries with us!  

Click here to view the winning photos. 

Congratulations to HUPS member, Justin Wallace and CHUM member, Roger Veteto! 

https://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/earthisblue/photo-contest-winners-2022.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=GovDelivery
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UNESCO-Endorsed ‘Aquarius Art Tunnel,’  

A Tribute to Ocean & Marine Life, Unveiled at  

International Airport of Houston’s (IAH) Terminal D  
 

(Houston, TX) 40 days and 40 nights in the making on-site, the 240-feet-long Aquarius Art Tunnel, 
connecting Terminals D and E at the George Bush International Airport in Houston, Texas, is the 

brainchild of Indian American contemporary artist Janavi Mahimtura Folmsbee. An audio-visual treat 
for travelers en-route to exotic destinations, the brightly colored murals in vivid reds, blues, greens, and 

yellows fill the walls from floor to ceiling, evoking a sense of hope and optimism towards nature, the 
oceans, and abundant underwater life. The tunnel showcases species of fish, coral, sharks, dolphins, 
barracudas, lobsters, manta rays, and, even, oil rigs, among many other creatures that call the oceans 

their home. The floor of the tunnel is a coral carpet, inspired by the artist’s deep-sea dives at 
the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary off the Texas coast, and the accompanying 
sounds are a combination of classical music and the artist’s own meditative, underwater breath, 

created by Andrew Karnavas.  

“This tunnel is a simple act of kindness to the environment,” said Mahimtura Folmsbee at the official 
unveiling of the project. “We can all work together to invest in our environment, and here in our city, 

through small acts of kindness, let us protect our waterways, as they are interconnected to our planet 
through each and every one of us. Water is OURS – for ALL of us!”  

Last week, The United Nations Decades of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development (UNESCO) endorsed the Aquarius Art Tunnel as a site for its scientific and educational 
importance towards ocean conservation through artistic outreach as an immersive art installation; it 

has also been endorsed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Sanctuary in Galveston. The project 
was commissioned by the Mayor's Office of Cultural Affairs, on behalf of the Houston Airport System, 

through the city's Civic Art Program and the Houston Arts Alliance.  

“The power of Janavi’s work will be experienced by passengers because they will feel uplifted and 
ready to battle their journey ahead, while taking a piece of our Texas coast with them…and a greater 
sense of responsibility of being custodians of the earth,” said Theresa Escobedo, Civic Art Program 

Manager for the City of Houston, and part of the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs. 
  

“Facilitating this type of passenger experience from an international artist like Janavi is both a personal 
and professional pleasure,” said Alton DuLaney, Curator of Public Art for the Houston Airports. “And 

the fact that the inspiration material for this work is quietly located right off the coast of Texas increases 
the identity and sense of place for the airport which we strive to deliver through our passenger 

engagement initiatives. 
  

Consul General of India in Houston, The Honorable Aseem R. Mahajan, pointed out the commonalities 
in culture and values between India and the U.S. and how Texas is now home to the second largest 

Indian community in the country. “Janavi’s work is very vibrant, and as people walk through the tunnel, 
it will be a shining symbol of the India-U.S. partnership,” he said. 

  
The tunnel also has a special significance for Mahimtura Folmsbee; it is where she, and countless 

others, take the flight home to India. "I hope to create a bridge between science and art," she said. "I 
want to shine a light on an essential natural resource, marine life, that is in dire need of our help, now 

more than ever." 

Veteto! 
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Jellyfish Underwater Photography Camera 

Settings and Technique 

Don't be fooled by translucent jellyfish, these creatures offer a 
plethora of color if you know how to light them correctly. With 
their billowing tentacles and otherworldly appearance, jellyfish 
are mesmerizing creatures to photograph and provide a great 

opportunity to experiment with creative lighting techniques. 
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Where 

Tropical and temperate oceans, all depths, even freshwater. 

Most often spied during the safety stop in deep water 

swimming near the surface. 

With a fisheye lens you can still fill the frame with a tiny jellyfish as long as you can get him an inch 
or so from the dome. Snell's Window tells you that this was shot straight up, the small highlight on 

the right (the sun) tells you the lens is stopped down (F-20). © 2021 Steve Miller  
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DSLR + Mirrorless 

Mode: Manual. There are few things in open water that a diver can out 

swim, jellyfish are one. 

 

ISO: 200-400. If you find these at the end of a dive while doing a safety 

stop, the conditions can be very bright. 

 

Aperture: f/8 to f/22 will provide a lot of depth of field which is needed 

at these close distances. These animals are three-dimensional and 

translucent, so try stopping down your lens all the way, this will also 

give you a black background. 

 

Shutter speed: Tentacles tend to flow around with the current, so a 

shutter speed of 1/125 or faster will stop this motion. A strobe will do 

a much better job, so use the synch speed of your camera (generally 

1/200-1/250 second). 

 

Lens: Enjoy any lens that you wish here (from around 100mm or 

wider). Jellyfish are beautiful with a macro lens, a super wide fisheye, 

and everything in-between, as long as it focuses very, very close. 

Point and Shoot 

ISO: 200-400 for shallow, 600-800 for deeper or darker. 

 

Aperture: f/8 to start, but virtually any aperture will work if the ISO and 

shutter speed are balanced against this. 

 

Shutter speed: 1/60 to 1/250. Flash synch for your camera, a flash will 

really help these images since ambient light will be strong 

 

Lens: Super wide, macro, and everything in between, as long as they 

focus close. 
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A macro lens like this 60mm is the logical choice for shooting jellyfish (or in 
this case a salp). The juvenile fish is actually hiding inside the stomach of 

this salp. © 2021 Steve Miller  
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Technique 

Some photographers will swim by a small jellyfish, note the 

interesting pulsing movement, and move on because they 

look totally white. In many cases this is because it is so bright 

in the shallows. If you use your strobe to overpower the sun, 

blacking out the background, you will find nice color (with a 

bit of saturation boost in post-production). 

This jellyfish looked entirely white to the naked eye, but with a strong flash and some 
serious saturation boost in post, you can find interesting colors to work with. © 2021 

Steve Miller  
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Strobes 

Most Jellyfish are translucent and some are almost 

transparent, this means they will "glow" when lit certain ways. 

Move your strobes around to create harsh shadows for rich 

blacks, side light, light from above, or backlight. These are 

great subjects for creative techniques of lighting and 

exposure. Since you are generally in open water, you don't 

need to worry about scatter, and can use any strobe or 

camera angle you wish. 

Don't be afraid to try new strobe positions 
when photographing jellyfish, you might be 

pleasantly surprised by the colors you come 
up with. © 2021 Steve Miller  
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If you missed the  

click here to view   

 

 

on our YouTube Channel HUPSdotORG. 

https://youtu.be/5sF-8bdvyCc
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Entries are due by midnight May 1. Limit of 5 
minutes and 2 GB. Voting will take place on the 

HUPS Video Contest Facebook page through May 
and winners will be announced at the June HUPS 

meeting. View the rules at hups.org. 

Address questions to betsytennis@gmail.com 

Please transfer files to Betsy Beasley via the free 
service - WeTransfer.com 

Info for Dues Payments 

• $35 single person membership 

• $45 family membership 

• Payable via PayPal on-line through HUPS webpage or cash/check.  If choosing 

to pay via cash/check, please let us know so we can provide to you a mailing 

address since we are still meeting virtually and unable to collect payments in 

person during our monthly meetings. https://www.hups.org/join 

• Contact Sorrell Warren at sorrellw7@comcast.net  

Click here to view the Fall 2022 Video Contest 

Winners Show 

https://f48b2e11-f978-4e88-8509-565a087db8b4.filesusr.com/ugd/b82ed3_b0cfb452a15c4e1da22897f2e8dd37fa.pdf
mailto:betsytennis@gmail.com
http://www.wetransfer.com
https://www.hups.org/join
mailto:sorrellw7@comcast.net
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVjbfMTeACppKInepya6NUqHBwgP-yBzx
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Photo contest entries are due on the Wednesday 

before the upcoming monthly meeting. Please 

send them to Martin Daniels at  

HUPS_Photo_Contest@googlegroups.com 

 

Address questions to Martin at  

martin.daniels3@gmail.com 

From the Editor……….. 

Send program ideas to Dennis Deavenport 

at ddeavenport@comcast.net 

Send workshop ideas to David Lenderman  

at underh2o@mac.com  

Send newsletter entries to Betsy Beasley 

at betsytennis@gmail.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctplnHZUDMU&list=PLVjbfMTeACprxxYuRLrpeaAE2BpxMGKjl&index=1
mailto:HUPS_Photo_Contest@googlegroups.com
mailto:martindaniels3@gmail.com
mailto:ddeavenport@comcast.net
mailto:underh2o@mac.com
mailto:betsytennis@gmail.com
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Who When Topic Expanded Topic 

Dennis Deavenport & 

Others 
January 9 

“Anything Goes 

Night” - Video clips 

from everyone 

Discussion during 

presentation - what, where, 

how. New advances in UW 

video cameras and editing 

software 

Ken Knezick February 6 “Northern Sulewesi”  

Robert Stansfield TBD Cozumel, Mexico 

About 1 hour of everything 

about diving Cozumel. 

Some blackwater stuff, too 

Bob and Christine 

Sanders 
April 3 Cave Diving 

How it works and what it 

looks like 

David Lenderman May 1 
“How I Took That 

Shot” 

An awesome “workshop” 

style of presentation with 

examples and stories from 

multiple members 

Craig and Betsy Beasley June 5 

“HUFF 2023 Winners 

Show & WrapUp 

+HUPS Spring Video 

Contest Winners 

Show” 

The 3rd Annual HUFF - 

winners and more 

Jake Woods 

(Backwoods Bayou} 

Jesse Cancelmo, Andy 

Lewis (Fling), Dennis 

Deavenport 

TBD 
Diving in the Northern 

Gulf of Mexico 

Various takes on diving in 

the Gulf of Mexico 

 August 7   

 September 11   

 October 2   

 November 6 

“HUPS Fall Video 

Contest Winners 

Show” 

 

Martin and Mary Daniels December 4 

Christmas Dinner/

Best of HUPS and 

Creative Contests 

Pot Luck Dinner/ Best of 

HUPS in Novice, 

Intermediate and Advanced 

Categories/ Creative 

Contest 
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Monthly Meeting 

FEBRUARY 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28     

MARCH 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

JANUARY 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

HUPS BOD 

Mtg 
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The Houston Underwater Photographic Society 

meets at the Bayland Community Center from  

7 pm - 9 pm, the first Monday of each month  

(except Monday holidays). 

6400 Bissonnet, Houston, Tx. 77074 

Visitors are always welcome! 

2023 HUPS Officers 

 President: Craig Beasley   

Vice President: Dennis Deavenport 

Secretary: Tammy Allyn 

Treasurer: Tom Collier 

Membership: Sorrell Warren 

Photo Contest: Martin Daniels 

Video Contest/ HUFF Coordinator/ Newsletter: Betsy Beasley 

Workshop Coordinator: David Lenderman 

TGCC Reps: Frank Burek, JaVan Pruett and Mark Leiserowitz 

Webmaster: Brian Greul 

Trip Coordinator: Joe Haws 

Historian: Frank Burek 

Special Events: Mary Daniels 

Merchandizing Coordinator: Sandy Bryan 

Moody Gardens Coordinator: David Lenderman 

2023 HUPS Board of Directors 

Frank Burek       Henry Ragland   David Lenderman 

Mary Daniels      Brian Greul        Betsy Beasley 

Martin Daniels    Mike Greuter     Russell Ramsey 

Joe Haws            Monica Losey         

 

 

 

hups.org 

youtube/user/HUPSdotORG 

facebook.com/

groups/174166478778 

https://www.instagram.com/

http://www.hups.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/HUPSdotORG/playlists
http://www.facebook.com/groups.174166478778
http://www.facebook.com/groups.174166478778

