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Indonesia Odyssey Il and Marine Life of the Flower Gardens
August 3rd Meeting with Joyce & Frank Burek

By Jim Mensay

Have you ever thought how cool it is that
you "know somebody who REALLY IS
somebody"?

Well that's the way us HUPSters probably
feel about our August presenters. Among
other things after all, how many people do
you know that have a FISH named after
them?

Frank & Joyce Burek are some of our resi-
dent experts. At our August 2009 meeting
they will be giving us a 2 for 1 program.
The program will be two A/V underwater
shows (Indonesia Odyssey Il and the Ma-
rine Life of the Flower Gardens Banks Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMS)).

"Indonesian Odyssey 11" began for the Bu-
reks with diving the sites of Bali. From
there they flew to East Timor where they
boarded a live-a-board for 2 weeks of div-
ing as they traveled from East Timor to
Irian Jaya, about 1,500 miles of sailing.

Philippines Here We Come!

By Jim Mensay

Well, James Wiseman did a great job of getting everyone ex-
cited about taking the HUPS club trip to the Phillipines next

year.

His trip started out of Houston, to Tokyo, and on to Manilla, as
they flew the "Big Jets". That meant no baggage limit, but by
the time HUPS takes their trip next year, there still may be no

This program covers "muck" and "coral
reef" diving, and the critters found in each.

"Marine Life of the Flower Garden Banks
NMS" - The Burek's program will feature
the marine life of The Flower Garden
Banks National Marine Sanctuary
(FGBNMS). From small to large creatures,
the FGBNMS has a wonderful sampling of
Caribbean diving. They will also discuss
some of the FGBNMS's unique marine life
including the Mardi Gras Wrasse - Hal-
ichoeres burekae. They have over 450
dives at the Gardens.

Just a short listing of some of the Burek's
accolades are as follows (sorry Ken Bean,
you did such a great job of their BIO a
couple of years ago, | thought I would re-
vive it once again in print): The Burek's
have been diving since 1980 and have a
couple of thousand photographic dives
between the two of them. Frank and Joyce
have been all the way around the block in
the Houston dive community and have

served in leadership roles in HUPS, HUC,
SEASPACE, AND TGCC. In addition to
having a fish named after them, they also
have a HUPS award that carries their
namesake, "The Frank and Joyce Burek
Lifetime Achievement Award." They have
both won the HUPS Member and Photog-
rapher of the Year award as well as first
place awards at Seaspace.

Their photography has been published in
many types of media, such as the Audubon
Society, National Geographic Society, and
the National Wildlife Federation. Back in
2000. they were awarded the Environmen-
tal Hero Award for their photographic work
in the Flower Garden Banks NMS.

Do not miss the meeting it will be another
great show.

As usual our meeting will begin at 7 PM-
Bayland Community Center - 6400 Bis-
sonnet. A map can be found on the back of
this newsletter.

The dives were great Muck dives, starting off with critters to
see as shallow as 4 feet. The water was greenish blue, with vis
anywhere from 15 to 60 feet, and water temps around 80ish.

James said that Puerta Galero has a full variety of diving
available, from wrecks, wide angle, and some macro.

For those of us not going on the club trip to the Phillipines

limit, except what your wallet can pay for in baggage fees.

next year, at least we can say that we've seen it through the
lens of one of our best photographers.

Thanks James for another entertaining show.



Summer Doldrums

President’s Message
By Tom Collier

Boy has this been a long hot summer and we still have all of
August yet to go. It seems like forever since | have been diving
but actually it has not been that long since the HUPS Bonaire trip,
it just seems like it because of the miserable weather.

During times of non-diving activity | have plenty of things to do —
really too many things, none of which are much fun. Some HUP-
Sters have discovered the Houston Zoo as a fun place to go and
practice their camera skills. However, the zoo is not practical for
me as | live too far away. But | have discovered a camera-
oriented activity that was way fun. Unfortunately, | discovered
this at the end of this year’s season and will have to wait until
next year to experience it again. What | discovered was photo-
graphing the local 4-H club’s Barrel Racing event.

This type of photography was completely new to me and very
challenging. No strobes here — all ambient light. Extremely fast
action — lot’s of experimenting with iso, shutter speeds and f-
stops. Man did | have a blast. | didn’t know what | was doing
and learned on-the-fly but it was great fun. The niftiest part of my
experience was the parents of these kids. They wanted copies of
the photographs for their banquet slide show and | received the
royal treatment.

Some of these kids had real talent and most of the horses had
more talent. Trying to photograph the action was quite a trick and
this was the first time | have used the rapid-fire function of my
camera — really cool feature (but sure consumes the memory
space). The event started at dusk resulting in difficult lighting
with long shadows. Latter, as it got dark, they turned on the lights
and I had to change most of my settings. As | said, it was a real
challenge for me.

Since this was a local 4-H club, there was not much of a crowd
and I could get very close to the action. | shot most of my pic-
tures through the bars of the arena fencing. | do not think that |
would have that much freedom at a professional event. The Kids
and their parents were happy for me to be there and truth be
known, I can hardly wait until next year to do it again.

I learned some things about my camera and became more com-
fortable with the controls. This type of photography is totally
different from the u/w shooting that | have done but I feel like my
camera skills benefited from the experience. Besides, | thor-
oughly enjoyed myself and took a bunch of pictures. The payoff
for me was when | sent 50 photos to the organization for their
slide show and received a really nice thank-you letter from one of

Free Tickets to “The Cove”

Submitted by Greg Grimes

“The Cove” is a new documentary that is having a free preview
screening at Angelika Film Center on July 28th. From the press
release - “In a sleepy lagoon off the coast of Japan lies a shocking
secret that a few desperate men will stop at nothing to keep hid-
den from the world. At last, the truth of The Cove comes to the
forefront in an act of covert filmmaking that turns a documentary
into a gripping action-adventure thriller and a heart-pounding call
for help from the world’s oceans.”

For those of you interested in attending this documentary here is a
link to download a FREE voucher to the screening being held on
July 28th at 7:30. Read the voucher for more details. Make sure
if you are planning on attending that you show up at least one
hour early as there are no reserved seating and first come first
served. Voucher:
http://hups.org/Workshops/The_Cove - Preview_Screening_28Ju

ly09.pdf

Opens August 7, 2009

Rated "PG-13."

Visit the website at http://www.takepart.com/thecove/
Please also visit http://www.savejapandolphins.org/

I've already signed the petition to help save the dolphins and hope
you guys will as well.

Photo Day at the Zoo Sep 12th

Photography enthusiasts - come out to the Houston Zoo on Satur-
day, September 12 at 7:30 a.m. to capture images of the Zoo's
animals and lush landscaping an hour and a half before normal
opening time. Take advantage of morning lighting and cool
weather and get memorable shots of some of the Zoo's early ris-
ers. Greg and Alicia grimes are Zoo Members so they can get you
in at member rates. Contact Alicia at
Alicia@theworldinaflash.com .

More Chips and Salsa Please

Everyone is welcome to join us for some Tex-Mex following
HUPS meetings. A number of us meet at Don Carlo’s Mexican
Restaurant. This is a great opportunity to socialize with fellow
HUPS members and eat some good Tex-Mex. It is on the 59
Northbound feeder just North of Hillcroft. Exiting Bayland
Community Center go left on Bissonnett, left on Hillcroft and
then right on the 59 feeder. It’s about 100 yards on your right.

the kids. I am sure that I will be welcomed back to any event they vy can’t miss it.

have next year.
Tom Collier

Calling all Writers

The HUPS newsletter is always looking for articles. If you have
anything you would like to share send it to underh2o@mac.com

We welcome trip reports, equipment reviews, photo tips, sugges-
tion of underwater photography related websites, just about any-
thing that would interest your fellow underwater photographers.

Don’t be shy - share!

WANTED

Want to borrow or rent lkelite 4 D-cell NICAD bat-
tery packs for the Ikelite A100 (Ai) Strobe for April
2010 HUPS Philippines Dive trip.

Joyce & Frank Burek
jfourek@consolidated.net
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Trashfest 2009

By Alicia Grimes

Hey Hupsters are you looking to give back to the underwater
world we all love so much. Join us on October 3rd for the Annual
Trashfest in New Braunsfels. HUPS is looking to put together an
8 person team who would like to help clean up the Comal River.
You can find information about Trashfest at
http://www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest/about.htm. \We are also con-
sidering having some third party sponsorship who would like to
have their company logo put on a t-shirt that we all can wear dur-
ing the event. If we do have sponsors our thought is any profits
made will be given to the Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Net-
work in Galveston who is always in need of funds for their pro-
gram of taking care of stranded mammals on the Texas Gulf
Coast. You can read their story at
http://www.tmmsn.org/default.htm. If you are interested in being
a sponsor or would like to be part of a team or have any sugges-
tions on this matter contact Alicia Grimes at
Alicia@theworldinaflash.com. Registration is $40.00 per team
through September 25th and if we collect around $20.00 per per-
son this would cover the t-shirt and entry fee we again would give
the profits to the Stranding Mammal program. The signup sheet
for both teams and sponsor will be available at the August meet-
ing. If we do have more than 8 people we can have more than one
team.

Publish Your Photos

By James Heimer

Again this year, HUPS will undertake to publish a Photobook of
members” work. Volume 1, published in 2008, was a pretty good-
looking product showcasing nine HUPS photographers.

Participation is easy- submit between three and six of your best
underwater photographs as 10x8 or 8x10 (approx) jpg or tiff for-
matted files at 300dpi, a short biographical sketch, and a photo of
yourself at the same resolution and format (but it doesn’t have to
be as big). Your biographical information should contain things
like when you started diving, taking underwater photographs,
your favorite dive locations and subjects, what “turns you on”
about underwater photography, and similar information.

Once again, it is planned to have Mpix publish this book for us
using their template pages, and the cost will be about $55 includ-
ing postage.

August 3

HUPS Meeting - Joyce & Frank
Burek - Indonesian Odyssey Il &
Marine Life of FGBNMS

Important
Dates

Put them on your calendar

August 22

HUPS Workshop - Advanced
Lightroom - by James Wiseman -
see page 4 of this newsletter

We will also need a cover photograph, which must be at least 22
inches long and 8 % inches high at 300 dpi to wrap around the
book cover.

An image of last year’s book is on the web toward the bottom of
the page at
http://hups.org/Gallery%20Pages/Photographer%20Gallery%20Pa
ges.html

What's Up with Workshops?

By Greg Grimes, Director of Educational Activities (DEA)

Advanced Lightroom - As a follow up to Tom’s workshop in
May we will have an Advanced LightRoom workshop on Satur-
day, August 22" instructed by James Wiseman. James will step
you into more of the technical techniques of the software. Be
prepared to download the trial version of the software and bring
along your computer, extension cord and photos for a hands-on
demo.

For up to date information:

http://www.hups.org/Workshops/Workshops/09Aug22_AdvL ight
Room.htm

Critter Recognition & Behavior - To round out the year we
will have the second most requested workshop on Saturday, No-
vember 14t entitled Critter Recognition & Behavior. This
workshop will be instructed by Frank & Joyce Burek who plan
on showing everyone how to approach and spot those shy &
timid critters that have evaded you in the past. Get up close and
personal with these guys once you know the secrets of their be-
havior. The Burek’s always bring a great show to the table and |
know this one will be no exception. Mark your calendar to at-
tend this one for sure!

For up to date information:

All these workshops are FREE to paid up members (except the
Nitrox class is $65) and will be held at the Memorial Drive
Presbyterian Church (The room number(s) will be announced at
a later date.)
http://www.hups.org/Workshops/Mem%20Pres%20Church%20

Map.html

That’s it for now; please submit your workshop ideas so we can
get them into the curriculum. Without your ideas and input along
with our knowledgeable instructors these workshops would not
be possible.

November 2

HUPS Meeting - Jesse Cancelmo -
How to get your photos published

September 14

HUPS Meeting - Jim Heimer -
Underwater Video

October 5

HUPS Meeting - Jim & Debbie
Mensay - HUPS Bonaire trip
Recap

December 7

HUPS Meeting - Holiday Potluck
Dinner
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August - Schools of Fish November - Cephalopods -

Upcoming Monthly Photo
Contest Topics

squid, cuttlefish and octopi

September - Sharks & December - Best of HUPS con-

Each month we will have Advanced, Novice and Rays B

Compact Digital Contests. For complete contest rules

checkout: October - Symbiotic Rela-

tionships

Schools of Fish

August is the month kids in Texas return to school. Most years it
is also the month for the topic Fish Schools to return to the
HUPS photo contest. 2009 is one of those years. Our August
topic is “Schools of Fish”. According to the description - “Mul-
tiple fish of the same species that naturally group together.” You
can’t win if you don’t enter!

Descriptions of all 2009 contest topics can be found on hups.org.

Entries for the monthly contest should be emailed to
photocontest@hups.org at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
This mailbox is reserved for entries only. If you have a question
regarding the digital contest send your email to
ddeavenport@comcast.net or underh2o@mac.com . Complete
contest rules can be found at http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm.
If you do not follow all the rules for digital entries your images
will not be judged.

Contest Results

July Contest - Eels

Advanced

1st Tie - Ken Bean, Tom Collier x2
2nd Mary Lou Reid

3rd Tom Collier

Novice

1st Kandace Heimer

2nd Mike Greuter

3rd Tie - Jim Mensay, Paul McDonald
Compact Digital

1st PJ Roeder

2nd Kay Collier

3rd Kandace Heimer

Novice 2nd Place - Mike Greuter, © 2009

A Gallery Awaits You

By James Heimer

Members can display examples of their work with links to
their personal websites on the Gallery pages of the HUPS
Website.

The gallery should consist of 10 to 20 photos, and can be cre-
ated in Photoshop using automated tools in Photoshop. A
sample gallery is on the website at
http://hups.org/Gallery%20Pages/Photographer%20Gallery%
20Pages.html, and there is a link to instructions on how to
create a gallery. You can then send the gallery subdirectory
and the files it contains to Kandace Heimer at man-
go9@earthlink as a zip file for posting, or bring it on a CD or
flash drive to a HUPS meeting.

But don’t despair, if you are not a Photoshop “expert.” You
may also submit your photos to Kandace, and she will work
her magic for you to create the gallery. The size of the photos
is not important, as they will be reduced to 75 pixel (width)
thumbnails and 350 pixel (width) “medium” images at 72 dpi
for display on the web. However, to keep the file size down,
image sizes of approximately 360x215 pixels and 72 dpi will
facilitate transmitting your photos by e-mail.

You should also send a photo of yourself, biographical infor-
mation, and any links for the index to your gallery that will
appear on the gallery page.
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Novice 3rd pace - Paul McDonaId, © 2009
Dyn-o-mite Images!

Winners of the Underwater Images Photo Competition were re-
cently announced. The shots are posted on their website and
they include many amazing images. Check them out for a little
inspiration. Here is the link: http://www.uwimages.org/

TGCC Update

By Frank Burek & John Ringrose

This is the 27t year that HUPS has been a member of the Texas
Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs. Called TGCC, or the
Council, this is their 47t year of serving our local diving com-
munity.

We have several things to report:

What has happened —The Council’s 2009 Scholarship winners
have been announced. They are Alice McDonald (CHUM) -
$1,000; Amelia Ross (HUC) - $500; Robert Collier (HUPS &
HUC) - $500; Robin Vaughn (Lunarfins) - $500; Jeffrey Long-
more (TGCC & BAD) - $500. The Council decided that the
high number of scholarship applications it receive (13) from the
dive community was partially due to the poor economic condi-
tions that the U.S. is going through. Feeling that when times are
hard, they should step up to the plate, the TGCC decided to
award 5 scholarships rather than the 3 that had been announced.

What’s coming up —Trashfest is quickly coming up. Put it on
your calendar for Saturday, October 3rd. Individuals and teams
are needed to help clean up the Comal River. This event is what
supports the TGCC Scholarship program to assist members from
our dive community further themselves through higher educa-
tion.

What else is going on — The Flower Garden Banks National
Marine Sanctuary (FGBNMS) news:

The FGBNMS Sanctuary Advisory Committee (SAC) has
elected new officers. Larry McKinney (Research) is The Coun-
cil Chair and Frank Burek (Recreational Diving) is the Council
Vice-Chair. They replaced Frank Wasson (Diving Operations)
and Irby Basco (Recreational Fishing) who previously held those
positions.

The FGBNMS continues to develop it 5 year management plan.
This public document will eventually become part of the Federal
Register and outlines most of the critical issues facing the
FGBNMS as they continue to develop as a marine sanctuary.
The first issue expect to make it to that phase is boundary expan-
sion. During 2008 the public comments received on this issue
asked the marine sanctuary to cover additional areas and banks
in the Gulf of Mexico. Based on this input studies are currently
under way on the economic and environmental impacts of such
an action. Among others, under consideration is expansion of
the protected area of Stetson Bank and adding Sonnier, Geyer
and other banks.

A study and removal of trash from Stetson Bank is currently
under way. Dives to accomplish this will include technical dives
(greater than 100 feet).

Confused? This May Help

Underwater photography has tons of strange acronyms and
terms. If you are a newbie this can be a bit overwhelming. The
link below has a glossary of underwater photography related
terms. Check it to see what you can learn.

http://www.underwaterphotography.com/Underwater-Photograp
hy-Course/Glossary.aspx?chr=a

Dive Trip News

By Tom Collier

The Philippines in 2010

April 17-30, 2010. El Galleon Resort — Philippines Islands.
These dates are smack in the middle of prime time weather con-
ditions. The trip consists of 10 nights at the EI Galleon Resort
featuring all meals and up to 4 boat dives per day. Costs start at
$1,520.00 per person (does not include airfare to Manila).
Download a trip brochure from the HUPS Forum / Dive Trips
board for more information. Trip leader is Tom Collier

-tom@tpixs.com - 2 spots open.
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