
Burek Stopover
August 4th Mee ting wit h Joyce and Frank Burek

By Tom Collier

Our August program will feature the world traveling pho-
tographers Joyce and Frank Burek.  Luckily for us, they 
will be in town long enough to do a presentation at the 

next HUPS meet-
ing.  They will 
present two 
shows:  “World 
Diving”  with im-
ages from the 
Gulf of Mexico, 
Roatan, Bonaire 
and Indonesia.  
The second short 
show is “Faces of 

Nature”  with portraits of animals, birds and marine crea-
tures. 

The Bureks are well known and well respected within the 
HUPS community.  Both are charter members of HUPS; 
they have won numerous awards, presented many shows 
and hosted workshops.   They have also served HUPS 
through the years by holding every management position 
possible. They are the first recipients of the “The Joyce 
and Frank Burek Lifetime Membership Award”  and they 
even have a fish named after them.  You can read more 
about the Bureks on the HUPS website, where they are 
featured photographers in the Gallery section.

As usual our meeting will begin at 7 PM- Bayland Com-
munity Center - 6400 Bissonnet.  A map can be found on 
the back of this newsletter.
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Popular as Ever
We were hoping for a great show at the July meet-
ing and we got it.  Mary Lou and Jackie Reid pre-
sented two fantastic shows.  Their photographic 
skills are top notch and their library of images ap-
pears to be endless.  I do not know how they keep 

out doing themselves with their slideshows, but 
they do.  Hopefully, they will continue to favor us 
with more shows in the future.

Photo  by Frank & Joyce Burek, © 2008



add as much to DUPS as he did during his years in HUPS.  I’m 
sure that we’ll be seeing more of them in the future.

Over the years, we’ve had people come and visit us in Clear Lake 
and we spent a weekend during the Rita hurricane scare at the 
Frank and Joyce Burek’s house north of Houston.  For one, I hope 
there will be other opportunities to have HUPS friends come over 
for a short or long stay.  It’s times like these that make life worth 
living.  

If you haven’t had an opportunity to experience this aspect of 
HUPS, make yourself available.  Get to know other members bet-
ter.  Attend workshops, go on Club trips, give presentations, par-
ticipate and enjoy.  At our next meeting in August, look around 
and see what I’m talking about.  

I hope to see another big group at the August 4th meeting featuring 
Joyce and Frank Burek presenting “World of Diving & Faces of 
Nature”.  This is another meeting that you shouldn’t miss.

Dennis

Dive Trip N ews
Bonaire in June 2009

Debbie & Jim Mensay will lead a HUPS trip to Bonaire next year 
to Captain Don’s Dive Resort June 13 - 20, 2009.  Approximate 
cost $ 1,500.00 – per person  double occupancy; single supple-
ment will be extra charge.  Ten boat dives included.  Unlimited 
shore dive tanks included, unlimited Nitrox included.  Truck 
rental included (1 truck per 4 people), Marine Park Fees included, 
sunset sailboat cruise included.  All participants will be eligible to 
enter Captain’s Don Photo Contest – at no cost.  Breakfast in-
cluded – other meals excluded.  Air transportation not included 
Full details are forthcoming.  This is sure to be a great trip to one 
of the Caribbean’s top dive destinations.

The Philippines in 2010

Under consideration is a HUPS trip to the Philippine Islands in the 
spring of 2010.  Let us know if you would have an interest in this 
destination. - tom@tpixs.com

President’s Message
It is Not Just About the Fish

By Dennis Deavenport

What first attracted me to HUPS is only a small part of why I 
want to stay.  I joined for reasons that are probably similar to 
those of many of our members.  My UW photography skills were 
pretty pitiful and I needed help.  I also wanted to meet other peo-
ple with similar interests and broaden my exposure to other di-
vers.  The photo contest was also a big thing for me since I’m a 
competitive type.  Since joining, I’ve never been disappointed 
with regard to fulfillment of my original expectations.

However, as the years have come and gone, I’ve begun to appre-
ciate all of the other things about HUPS that make it a healthy 
organization.  Top, dead-center on my list are the relationships 
that I’ve built with other members.  This goes well beyond the 
monthly meetings, workshops, and club trips.  It extends to what I 
call “just being friends”.  The truth is that I really like most of the 
people in HUPS and the ones that I can’t say that about are the 
ones that I haven’t gotten to know yet.  OK, maybe that’s a bit of 
a stretch.  I’m sure that there have been a few people that I just 
didn’t get along with very well but the number is pretty small.

I’ve seen a lot of little signs that point me to the conclusion that 
HUPS is a lot more than just a bunch of people shooting pictures 
of fish.  Just come to any meeting and take a look around before 
we get started and at our breaks.  It’s like the whole room is busy 
yakking it up with each other and having fun.  I almost feel bad 
about calling the meeting to order.  Even new members seem to 
feel comfortable and I see an honest effort by a lot of our estab-
lished members to include visitors and new members in the fun.  
Then after our meetings, there’s another bunch of people that head 
down to eat Mexican food at Don Carlos (SW Freeway, just east 
of Hillcroft).  This is open to anyone that wants to come and it’s a 
good way to get to know people better.

There is an extended network of members that no longer live in 
Houston.  I like to think that they keep sending in their member-
ship checks because they have some good feelings about us and 
still want to be involved.  Just recently, I’ve been in touch with 
Vince Rifici, the Hill Country Camera Club’s chairman of their 
projector committee.  He got in touch through Ron and Sylvia 
Crossland, long-time HUPS members that moved up to Kerrville 
several years ago after they retired.  After several discussions 
about our Sharp digital projector and getting the “thumbs-up” on 
it from Joyce Burek, they have decided to purchase the same 
equipment.  This doesn’t happen if it wasn’t for our ability to hold 
onto members that no longer live in Houston.  

More recently, we met Ken and Misty Bean on the HUPS Bali 
trip.  They moved to Auckland, New Zealand a couple of years 
ago and keep their membership active.  Ken is a regular (and 
tough) competitor in our monthly advanced photo contest.  While 
in Bali, the group spent a really nice evening with Dave van Roy, 
another ex-HUPS member that moved to paradise but still pays 
his dues and stays in touch.  

I see more people getting together outside of meetings just to en-
joy each other’s company.  At our last workshop, Chuck Jensen 
and his new wife, Dianne, drove down from Dallas to participate 
in the Underwater Fashion Photography workshop that James 
Wiseman presented.  It was good to see Chuck again and to hear 
that he’s now an active member of DUPS.  Hopefully, Chuck will 
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Bring the World Home
By David Lenderman

As HUPS members we all like to travel to create underwater im-
ages.  I think most members also enjoy meeting the local people 
and learning about the local culture.  Have you ever considered 
ways to learn about other cultures while at home?  One of the 
greatest , most in depth ways to learn about another culture is to 
host an exchange student.  Several organizations seek host fami-
lies here in the USA to host foreign students.  The programs dif-
fer.  Some students stay for an entire school year, some for one 
semester, some for the summer and others rotate through several 
families during the school year.

The exchange programs offer high school students the opportu-
nity to experience a new country and culture.  The host families 
also have the opportunity to learn about a country and culture in a 
very unique way.  The students come from countries all over the 
world.  This is really a great way to increase your knowledge of a 
country you plan to visit.  

Many of you know that during the 2006-07 school year our family 
hosted a student from China.  She attended a public high school 
near our home and became part of our family for the year.  It did 
have some ups and downs, but overall it was a fantastic experi-
ence for everyone.  This summer we went to China and our trip 
included spending a week with our former exchange student and 
her family.  We saw Beijing  through a local’s eyes.  It was great!

Learning about a new culture and opening up new travel opportu-
nities are wonderful, but they are not the real reason to host a stu-
dent.  Our student was placed through AFS Intercultural Pro-
grams.  The stated purpose of AFS is as follows: “AFS is an inter-
national, voluntary, non-governmental, non-profit organization 
that provides intercultural learning opportunities to help people 
develop the knowledge, skills and understanding needed to create 
a more just and peaceful world.”  That is what it is all about - al-
lowing people from different cultures to get to know and under-
stand each other.  What have you done lately to create a more 
peaceful world?  This is your chance.  Learn more about AFS at 
www.afs.org . 

The Portrait and Fashion Underwater Photog-
raphy Workshop Recap 
By Greg Grimes

Approximately 17 members (1 new member), 6 models and 3 
makeup artists attended the latest HUPS workshop on July 20th; 
although very different in nature it was a hands on workshop for 
those participating.  The session started with a brief lecture, from 
instructor James Wiseman,demonstrating the techniques, lighting 
and strategies expected.  Next, to get acclimated the members 
practiced taking some over/under model shots in the kiddy pool.  
Once comfortable, the members moved on to four stations set up 
in the main pool where sheets were weighted and draped along the 
side of the pool's edge as a colored background.  There were dif-
ferent models dressed in costumes and dresses at each of these 
stations ready for the photographer's instruction.  Additionally, 
some models were free swimming allowing the photographer to 
shoot upward from the pool bottom using the sky and clouds as 
negative space.  Everyone seemed to have a good time to the point 
where we all had to take a mandatory bathroom break since no 
one left the pool for hours!  The models and makeup artists were 
troopers and absolutely amazing as well.  It has already been re-
quested that we do this again next year and with a few modifica-
tions there is talk on possibly making this available as an annual 
shoot out as long as the interest continues.  Big thanks to James 
and everyone who made this event a huge success.  For more 
information and some sample pictures posted by attending 
members visit the hups.org forum here: 
http://www.hups.org/forum/index.php?topic=58.0

Mor e Chips and Salsa Please
Everyone is welcome to join us for some Tex-Mex following 
HUPS meetings.  A number of us meet at Don Carlo’s Mexican 
Restaurant.  This is a great opportunity to socialize with fellow 
HUPS members and eat some good Tex-Mex.  It is on the 59 
Northbound feeder just North of Hillcroft.  Exiting Bayland 
Community Center go left on Bissonnett, left on Hillcroft and 
then right on the 59 feeder.  It’s about 100 yards on your right.  
You can’t miss it.
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New HUPS Forum
The HUPS forum is moving along.  It is a great place to ask ques-
tions, share information, etc.  Log on and post something.  You 
can reach the new forum through the HUPS website: 
http://www.hups.org.

Kandace Heimer’s Shot on 
National Geographic Website

HUPS member Kandae Heimer recently had one of her images 
selected for the Daily Dozen on National Geographic’s website.  
From the thousands of submissions twelve are selected each day 
for display on the website.  To check out Kandace’s shot and 
many other interesting images go to: 
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/your-shot/daily-dozen  From 
there, go to July 18, 2008, week 3.

Jesse Cancelmo Featured in Gulfscapes
Gulfscapes magazine recently interviewed HUPS member Jesse 
Cancelmo regarding his new book, Texas Coral Reefs.  The inter-
view was turned into a nice article featuring information on diving 
Texas’ coral reefs, underwater photography and of course some of 
Jesse’s underwater shots.  The article can be read here:  
http://www.gulfscapes.com/jesse_CANCELMO.pdf  The com-
plete magazine issue can be see here:  http://beach.gulfscapes.com

If you haven’t seen Jesse’s latest book, it is available from 
Amazon.com and other sources.  Jesse’s work can also be seen on 
his website www.cancelmophoto.com.

Toot, Toot
If you know a HUPS member (including yourself!) who recently 
won a contest, was published, etc.  let us know about it.  Send a 
message to the editor - underh2o@mac.com.  Don’t be afraid to 
toot your own horn.
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FOR SALE
UW Video Housing and High Definition Camcorder

Get started at the “prosumer” level  with high definition 
underwater video.  On offer is a Light and Motion 
Bluefin Housing for the Sony HDR HC3 High Definition 
Camcorder, the camcorder, and accessories.  The 
housing has an optical (viewfinder) back, lens cover, 
and camera tray.  The camera comes in the box with 
the OEM accessories, including an NP FP60 battery, 
A/V Connector, Component Video, and USB cables, 
AC Power Supply and cord, Remote Commander, and 
Manual.  Additional accessories for topsides use  in-
clude Telephoto and Wide Angle Lens Converters, UV, 
Polarizing, and Gradient Filters, and three high capac-
ity NP FP90 batteries.  The unit is about one year old, 
and during the past year, it was used in Bonaire, the 
Cayman Islands, and Hawaii.  B&H Photo is asking 
over $3,098 for the housing alone, and the camcorder 
is available for $600 - $650, new (with US warranty).  
Asking $3,000 for the housing, camera, and accesso-
ries.  Contact Jim Heimer at " hupsweb@earthlink.net.

Nikonos SB-105 Strobe
New in the box, neven been used.  Asking $200  Con-
tact Wendy McSwain 832-858-9007 or 
wendy@outbackdivers.com . 

Oly C7070 and Strobe Underwater Package consist-
ing of the following: Olympus C-7070 camera (7.0mp), 
Oly Underwater Housing, Inon D-2000 Strobe with 
fiber optic cable, adapter, and diffuser, and Ultralight 
8" double arm, tray and handle package for $672.00.  
All items purchased March, 2005, in excellent condi-
tion. Can be purchased separately.  If interested, 
please contact K. Heimer at 832.203.7049 or email: 
mango9@earthlink.net

Impor tant 
Dates
Put them on your calendar

August 4
HUPS meeting - Frank & Joyce 
Burek - World of Diving & F aces 
of N ature

October 6
HUPS meeting - Lembeh Strait - 
Par ticia Lin

December 1
HUPS meeting - Holida y Potluck 
dinner

September 8
HUPS meeting - Mar y McDonald  
and Tom Collier - HUPS Bali trip 
recap

November 3
HUPS meeting - Sharks - Mike 
Greuter

January 5
HUPS meeting - Ken Knezick - 
Wide-Angle

http://www.hups.org
http://www.hups.org
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/your-shot/daily-dozen
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/your-shot/daily-dozen
http://www.gulfscapes.com/jesse_CANCELMO.pdf
http://www.gulfscapes.com/jesse_CANCELMO.pdf
http://beach.gulfscapes.com/
http://beach.gulfscapes.com/
http://www.cancelmophoto.com
http://www.cancelmophoto.com
mailto:underh2o@mac.com
mailto:underh2o@mac.com
mailto:hupsweb@earthlink.net
mailto:hupsweb@earthlink.net
mailto:wendy@outbackdivers.com
mailto:wendy@outbackdivers.com
http://www.mac.com/WebObjects/Webmail.woa/wa/default?aff=consumer&cty=US&lang=en#
http://www.mac.com/WebObjects/Webmail.woa/wa/default?aff=consumer&cty=US&lang=en#


The Houston Underwater Photographic 
Society meets the first Monday of the 

month at 7:00 PM at Bayland Com-
munity Center, 6400 Bissonnet, near 
Hillcroft.  Social time begins at 6:45.  
Visitors are always welcome.

http://www .hups.org
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2008 HUPS Officers
President Dennis Deavenport  281-218-6950
Vice President  Tom Collier  
Secretary  Tammy Allyn   281-493-6883
Treasurer  Henry Ragland   713-785-3561
Membership  Jean Himes   281-376-2138
Photo Contest  Paul Levy   713-664-4990
Newsletter  David Lenderman  281-342-5475
TGCC Rep  J. Ringrose/D. Lenderman 
Librarian  John Anderson    281-351-5780
Web Master  James Heimer  
Workshops  Greg Grimes
Travel Coordinator - Tom Collier
Historian  Frank Burek   936-588-6664

Board of  Directors  
Jan Baughman
Frank Burek    936-588-6664
James Heimer    
Ken Knezick    713-973-9300
Patricia Lin
Mary McDonald
Harry Montecinos
Joe Nicklo    281-933-9875
James Wiseman    
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