
PNG The Hard Way
June 2nd Meeting with Dennis Deavenport

By Tom Collier

Dennis Deavenport’s November 
2007 trip to PNG played out a lot 
like an old Chinese curse: “May 
you live in interesting times.”  He 
had an interesting time alright; but 
two typhoons and a cyclone named 
Guba couldn’t stop Dennis from 
reaching Papua New Guinea.  The 
ever persistent Dennis overcame all 
the odds and came home from PNG 
with many gigabytes of great pho-
tos.

Our June meeting will feature Den-
nis’ Papua New Guinea presenta-

tion.  Dennis and friends spent 2 
weeks in PNG last fall and the 
weather cooperated long enough 
during the dive trip for Dennis to 
capture some beautiful photographs.  
It was the before and after that was 
difficult, need I say extremely diffi-
cult; as I am sure that Dennis will 
reveal.

Dr. Dennis Deavenport, the profes-
sor as I like to call him, is of course 
our club president.  He has been a 
HUPS member for 10+ years and 
has won all the awards and honors 
the club has to offer.  He also is our 

resident expert on Photoshop and 
certainly knows his way around the 
digital world.  His slideshows are 
amazing and always entertaining. 

He plans to have a few surprises 
tossed into his presentation so plan 
for an interesting evening.  And of 
course, considering the group he 
was diving with, he plans on relying 
on a little help from his friends.

As usual our meeting will begin at 
7 PM- Bayland Community  Center 
- 6400 Bissonnet.  A map can be 
found on the back of this newslet-
ter.
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Hawaii Revealed
By Tom Collier

Last month, Jim Heimer with help from Kandance, 
gave us a video and still photo tour of the Hawaiian 
islands.  Jim shared with us some interesting facts 
of the geological history of the chain of islands.  
Kandance had some great photos of the Hawaiian 

flora and some cool Manta shots.  Jim showed sev-
eral u/w videos he has made from their numerous 
trips to Hawaii.  As I understand it, they like Ha-
waii so much that they would move there, but only 
if the Parrott dies, is that right?  Don’t worry if you 
are confused, so am I.  Thanks guys, we enjoyed 
the evening.



President’s Message
Environmental Challenge - Tough Solutions (part 2)

By Dennis Deavenport

Last month, I touched on the environmental challenges the world 
will face over the next several generations and how it is or may 
affect us as divers and inhabitants of Planet Earth.  The truth is 
that none of us can foretell what the future will bring.  However, it 
doesn’t take much effort to understand that serious changes are 
taking place in the environment and if left unchecked, it is very 
possible the conditions can spiral out of control and lead to the 
collapse of the world’s ecosystem.

For some time now, I’ve had this image of our civilization as a 
pyramid balanced on one tip.  The only thing that keeps the pyra-
mid from toppling over onto one of its sides are a massive support 
pillars with labels of “energy”, “food supply”, “environment”, and 
“technology” written on them.  If just one of these props fails, our 
civilization will topple down to a more stable but much more 
primitive position.  From this position, the earth will not be able 
to support the massive number of people that are already out there 
consuming energy, resources, and food.  It’s not a pretty picture 
that this conjures up in my mind.  Could it happen?  Will it hap-
pen?  I say “yes” if we don’t start making changes to correct 
things.

Of all the problems the environment faces, human population is 
the worst.  Just how much runaway consumption can the world 
sustain before one or more of the props start to break?  The 
world’s oceans are already under tremendous pressure to produce 
food for a burgeoning population.  Sharks are being finned just 
about anywhere you go in the world to make shark fin soup for 
upscale restaurants.  The world’s estuaries, an essential ingredient 
for healthy fish populations, are rapidly being destroyed.  Many 
are damaged by toxic runoff from farms and polluted rivers.  Oth-
ers are being displaced to make way for fish farms.  Industrial and 
urban growth also kills off these essential nurseries.  Dynamite 
fishing kills much more than the fish that are collected afterward.  
Coral reefs are devastated by this practice.

Last month’s Discover magazine had a very short 1-column article 
entitled “Rescuing the Reefs”.  It’s pretty sobering.  The author, 
Sherry Baker, cites certain facts that are hard to read without 
wincing.  A massive die-off is occurring and currently, one quarter 
of the world’s reefs have disappeared.  Ocean temperatures have 
risen 1.33 degrees since the industrial revolution started.  This 
may seem small but it has major consequences for the health of 
our oceans.

Over-population and appetite are the root causes for almost all of 
our problems.  When I say appetite, it applies to all consumption, 
not just food.  It includes energy, land, air, resources, and all other 
things that we consume in our normal daily lives.  What can be 
done about population?  That’s simple, have fewer children.  
China has already come to the grim realization that this has to be 
done.  It’s certainly not a popular decision to limit couples to 1 
child but something had to be done.  In fact, it might already be 
too late for China’s ecosystem but at least they are trying.  

Energy consumption worldwide grows every year.  Most of the 
increase is now taking place in the less developed corners of the 
world.  TV and the internet serve to show the world’s people what 
is possible and this drives the desire to “get it now”.  A car, a TV, 
an air conditioner, hot water, you name it, they want it.  This all 
takes energy and resources.  Is there enough?  Perhaps for the next 

1-3 generations but eventually we’ll start running out of oil, clean 
water, clean air, and other essentials.  I hope I’m not in the last 
lucky generation before the lights get turned off.  It’s time to for 
us to wake up and change.

Alternate energy sources such as wind, solar, geothermal, tidal, 
hydroelectric, and OTEC offer energy that is virtually pollution 
free.  Nuclear power is more controversial but it doesn’t add to 
our greenhouse gas load.  Changing our homes to boost insula-
tion, switching to more efficient furnaces and air conditioners, 
swapping out incandescent bulbs for fluorescent fixtures, and 
other practices can make measurable dents in our energy con-
sumption.  Buy fuel-efficient cars.  Use mass transportation.  Turn 
off lights when you aren’t using them.  Turn up/down the thermo-
stat.  Support legislation geared to lowering energy consumption 
and preventing unchecked release of greenhouse gases.  The 
choice to conserve is a wise choice for the future.  

 http://www.alternate-energy-sources.com/

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_thermal_energy_conversion

Again, I apologize for the gloomy article.  I’m still hopeful that 
we can reverse or slow down these trends.  There is not one singe 
cause for our problems and there are no single solutions.  It will 
take a concerted effort by everyone living and those yet to set foot 
on earth to preserve our ecosystem.

I hope to see you at the June 2nd meeting.  My program on diving 
in PNG is still a work in progress as of today (May 12th) but it’s 
falling into place and should be a good program.

Dennis

HUPS Workshop Update
Scheduled for June 14th, from 1 - 5 p.m. the next HUPS 
Workshop will cover the challenges facing the photographer, 
who has the goal of documenting his travels, including both 
topsides and underwater scenes.  This workshop will be 
taught by Joyce & Frank Burek and James Wiseman.  The 
workshop will cover tips on equipment and techniques to help 
you optimize the imagery created on your travels.  Complete 
details on the workshop can be found here: 
http://www.hups.org/Workshops/Workshops/080614%20trave
lphotog.htm  The workshop will be held at Memorial Drive 
Presbyterian Church located at 11612 Memorial Drive at Bla-
lock.
Coming up on July 12th we will have an  underwater fashion 
and portrait photography workshop.  This will be a special 
opportunity to shoot live models in an underwater/pool set-
ting.  This workshop is being organized by James Wiseman 
and full details should be announced soon.
We want to hear what workshop topics you would like cov-
ered.  Greg Grimes, HUPS Director of Educational Activities 
(DEA), REALLY wants to hear from you.  On the new HUPS 
forum there is a poll  to decide on the next workshop topics.  
Here is the link 
http://www.hups.org/forum/index.php?topic=17.0  The work-
shops are for you, so tell Greg what you would like to see 
covered in a workshop.
HUPS workshops, free to members, continue to be a great 
educational opportunity and value.
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 New HUPS Forum
By Tom Collier

Check out the new HUPS FORUM on the web.  HUPS has a new 
forum, blog, bulletin board, what-ever you want to call it.  It is a 
place for club members to share comments, photos, and questions 
pertaining to the club and u/w photography.  You can reach the 
new forum through the HUPS website: http://www.hups.org.  
Once on the HUPS website, just click on the Forum button and 
you will be automatically transferred.  Check it out, register and 
log on.  If you don’t register, you will not be able to see the at-
tachments that members have posted.  A valid e-mail address is 
required to register (to discourage spammers) but you can hide 
your e-mail address if you want.  So, there is no reason not to reg-
ister and help us add another dimension to HUPS.

The Good Old Days
Lynn Nicklo sent me a link to a gallery on the National Geo-
graphic website that highlights milestones in underwater photog-
raphy.  Be happy that we no longer have to use explosive Magne-
sium powder for lighting.  I somehow don’t think TSA would let 
you take that on the plane.  While you are poking around on the 
site checkout the additional underwater galleries in the related 
topics box on the upper right of the screen.  Here is the link: 
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photos/m
ilestones-underwater-photography.html?nav=FEATURES

How They Did It
Photo: Cozumel’s artificial reef/wreck of the C-53 minesweeper
Photographer: David Lenderman
Camera: Nikon D200 in Sea & Sea housing
Lens: Nikon 10.5mm Fisheye
Strobes: ambient light only
F-stop: 10
Shutter Speed: 1/60th
ISO Speed Rating: 250

This image was shot from the interior of the ship shooting out at 
an angle to include the structure on the rear deck.  When I was 
outside the wreck I metered for the blue water exposure.  Based 
on my meter reading, in manual mode, I set my f-stop to f10 and 
shutter speed to 1/60th.  I then went into the wreck and purposely 
included the dark areas around all four sides to help provide depth 
and framing.
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Important 
Dates
Put them on your calendar

June 2
HUPS meeting - PNG - Dennis 
Deavenport

August 4
HUPS meeting - HUPS Bali trip 
recap

October 6
HUPS meeting - Lembeh Strait - 
Particia Lin

July 7
HUPS meeting - Jackie & Mary 
Lou Reid - Welcome to Our 
World and Nudis/Flatworms

September 8
HUPS meeting - Frank & Joyce 
Burek - World of Diving & Faces 
of Nature

November 3
HUPS meeting - Sharks - Mike 
Greuter

Advanced 3rd Place - David Lenderman, © 2008

Novice  1st Place - Mike Greuter,© 2008

http://www.hups.org
http://www.hups.org
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TGCC Scholarships
The deadline for submitting applications for the TGCC scholar-
ship has been moved up to June 25th.  Because HUPS is a 
TGCC member our members, their children and grandchildren 
are eligible to apply for the two $1,000 scholarships.  All the 
details can be found in the attached application.

We Want to Hear How You Flooded Your Camera!
A flooded camera... every underwater photographer’s worst 
nightmare.  How better to prevent floods than by learning how 
they happen.  If you have ever flooded a camera, or had a near 
miss, please share the story with fellow HUPS members.  Tell us 
how it happened and what you will do differently in the future.  I 
am sure it will do you some good to get it off your chest.Please 
help us share these important lessons by writing up your flood 
story.  Just shoot an email to underh2o@mac.com.

Contest Results
May - Wrecks/Manmade
Advanced 
1st - Mary Lou Reid 
2nd - Tom Collier 
3rd - David Lenderman

Novice 
1st - tie - Mike Greuter, Tom Thurman, Tracey Bennett
2nd - tie- Paul McDonald x2, Tracey Bennett
3rd - tie - Mike Greuter

Compact Digital 
1st - P.J. Roeder 
2nd - Mike Brower 
3rd - Mary McDonald

Turtle Power!
Kowabunga Dude!    The June contest topic is Turtles.  If you 
have some underwater shots that exhibit turtle power be sure to 
enter them in the contest.  You can’t win if you don’t enter.  FYI 
- For those without young kids, Kowabunga is what the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles say.

Entries for the monthly contest should be emailed to 
photocontest@hups.org at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
This mailbox is reserved for entries only.  If you have a question 
regarding the digital contest send your email to 
ddeavenport@comcast.net or underh2o@mac.com .  Complete 
contest rules can be found at http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm.  
If you do not follow all the rules for digital entries your images 
will not be judged.
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Upcoming Monthly Photo 
Contest Topics
Each month we will have Advanced, Novice and 
Compact Digital Contests.  For complete contest rules 
checkout: http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm

June - Turtles September - Close Up/Wide-angle

July - Camouflage October - Reef Critters

August - Bird Fish  (fish named 
after birds - parrot, cardinal, 
hawkfish ...)

November  - Polka-Dots - fish with 
spots

Compact Digital  2nd place - Mike Brower, © 2008

Quick Tip
Bubbles.  While diving we all make them.  Problem is sometimes 

bubbles have a tendency to stick to camera housing ports.  If you 

have divers below, you may end up with bubbles on your port.  

They can result in strange, backscatter-like, out of focus spots on 

your images.  Many beginners assume the spots are backscatter.  

An easy way to prevent these problems is to frequently check 

your port during the dive.  If there are any bubbles present just 

fan some water to “wash” the bubbles away.

mailto:underh2o@mac.com
mailto:underh2o@mac.com
mailto:photocontest@hups.org
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mailto:ddeavenport@comcast.net
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mailto:james@reefs.org
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http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm
http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm
http://www.hups.org/contest
http://www.hups.org/contest


They handled the claim promptly and professionally without 
hassle or question and in the long run, it was only my ignorance 
that cost me. I would highly recommend DAN's Equip Insurance 
to anyone and I will continue to use them exclusively.

Lets go get some new Images :-)

Chuck

Dive Trip News
June 2009
Turneffe Island Lodge – Belize.  It is looking good for a trip 
June 6 – 13, 2009.  Final details should be announced soon.  We 
are currently in the negotiation stage of putting this trip together.  
Visit the website:    www.turneffelodge.com and tell us if you 
like this choice.  If you have any input let me know Tom Collier 
- tom@tpixs.com

DAN Equipment Insurance  Experience
By Chuck Jensen

Just a short followup to my flooded camera article a few months 
back.

As i mentioned in the article, I had the Dan Equipment Insurance 
through Senn, Dunn, Marsh & Roland 
(www.H2OInsurance.com).

As soon as I returned from Cozumel I filed the claim online. I 
immediately received a confirmation via email. The next day, I 
was sent an email stating the items they needed from me to pro-
ceed with the claim.

They requested the following:

Original Invoice Receipt of purchase if available
Replacement cost Estimate
A repair Estimate of damage from an Authorized Repair Facility 
( I used Underwater Photo-Tech)

I Immediately sent the Housing and the Camera and Lens to Un-
derwater Photo Tech. I received a prompt "totaled" estimate 
within a day or so from Lee at UPT. Not only did he email it to 
but also to my Claim Rep.

Since the D-70 isnt available anymore, Lee quoted a D-300 with 
the A300 Aquatica Housing Replacement. Obviously quite a bit 
more $$ involved to replace it than i had insured the D70 for.

She never requested the invoice for purchase after that again so I 
never ended up having to send it to her. ( I did have it by the way 
had she needed it)

Since the replacement D300 and Housing was much more ex-
pensive than what I had the the other stuff insured for, they did-
n't charge any deduct or percentage. I guess they could have still 
taken that off of my claim total if they wanted to. I guess be-
cause the calculated replacement amount was still more after the 
10% deduct than the policy limit of what I had insured, she re-
quested a check to be cut for the Total amount I had insured. I 
felt good about that!  You should receive the settlement check 
within a few business days she said. Which I did......

Here is the lesson learned.....

When I Insured the equipment in the beginning, I made the mis-
take of only insuring it for what I had Paid for it. I thought that 
was the max you could insure it for.

The Insurance is "REPLACEMENT" Insurance so I should have 
insured it for much more than I paid for it. Had I done that, I 
would have been covered all the way and had an upgraded sys-
tem with no out of pocket expense.

I since have insured the new D300 for a million dollars :-) and 
will be a loyal DAN insurance carrier in the future! :-)
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FOR SALE
UW Video Housing and High Definition Camcorder
Get started at the “prosumer” level  with high definition 
underwater video.  On offer is a Light and Motion 
Bluefin Housing for the Sony HDR HC3 High Definition 
Camcorder, the camcorder, and accessories.  The 
housing has an optical (viewfinder) back, lens cover, 
and camera tray.  The camera comes in the box with 
the OEM accessories, including an NP FP60 battery, 
A/V Connector, Component Video, and USB cables, 
AC Power Supply and cord, Remote Commander, and 
Manual.  Additional accessories for topsides use  in-
clude Telephoto and Wide Angle Lens Converters, UV, 
Polarizing, and Gradient Filters, and three high capac-
ity NP FP90 batteries.  The unit is about one year old, 
and during the past year, it was used in Bonaire, the 
Cayman Islands, and Hawaii.  B&H Photo is asking 
over $3,098 for the housing alone, and the camcorder 
is available for $600 - $650, new (with US warranty).  
Asking $3,000 for the housing, camera, and accesso-
ries.  Contact Jim Heimer at " hupsweb@earthlink.net.

Nikonos SB-105 Strobe
New in the box, neven been used.  Asking $200  Con-
tact Wendy McSwain 832-858-9007 or 
wendy@outbackdivers.com . 

Aquatica Housing for Nikon D70/D70S  Housing is 
in excellent condition, has only been used on one dive 
trip since full service by Marine Camera.  Housing has 
two Nikonos style bulkheads, includes 8”  dome port 
with shade and cover, optical glass flat port with cover, 
1.2” port extension, spare o-rings and grease.    
$1,300  Contact George Berko 713-299-7564 or 
gberko@swbell.net   

Seacam Fuji S2Pro Housing with two strobe connec-
tions, CSM switch, moisture alarm $1100.  The ports 
and viewfinder are not included.  If the housing is pur-
chased will sell a S2Pro camera for $500.  With the 
S2Pro you can shoot TTL.  Contact Mary Lou Reid  
jrandml@comcast.net

Oly C7070 and Strobe Underwater Package consist-
ing of the following: Olympus C-7070 camera (7.0mp), 
Oly Underwater Housing, Inon D-2000 Strobe with 
fiber optic cable, adapter, and diffuser, and Ultralight 
8" double arm, tray and handle package for $672.00.  
All items purchased March, 2005, in excellent condi-
tion. Can be purchased separately.  If interested, 
please contact K. Heimer at 832.203.7049 or email: 
mango9@earthlink.net

http://www.turneffelodge.com
http://www.turneffelodge.com
mailto:tom@tpixs.com
mailto:tom@tpixs.com
http://www.H2OInsurance.com/
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mailto:gberko@swbell.net
mailto:gberko@swbell.net
mailto:jrandml@houston.rr.com
mailto:jrandml@houston.rr.com
http://www.mac.com/WebObjects/Webmail.woa/wa/default?aff=consumer&cty=US&lang=en#
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The Houston Underwater Photographic 
Society meets the first Monday of the 

month at 7:00 PM at Bayland Com-
munity Center, 6400 Bissonnet, near 
Hillcroft.  Social time begins at 6:45.  
Visitors are always welcome.

http://www.hups.org
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2008 HUPS Officers
President Dennis Deavenport  281-218-6950
Vice President  Tom Collier  
Secretary  Tammy Allyn   281-493-6883
Treasurer  Henry Ragland   713-785-3561
Membership  Jean Himes   281-376-2138
Photo Contest  Paul Levy   713-664-4990
Newsletter  David Lenderman  281-342-5475
TGCC Rep  J. Ringrose/D. Lenderman 
Librarian  John Anderson    281-351-5780
Web Master  James Heimer  
Workshops  Greg Grimes
Travel Coordinator - Tom Collier
Historian  Frank Burek   936-588-6664

Board of  Directors  
Jan Baughman
Frank Burek    936-588-6664
James Heimer    
Ken Knezick    713-973-9300
Patricia Lin
Mary McDonald
Harry Montecinos
Joe Nicklo    281-933-9875
James Wiseman    

http://www.hups.org
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default
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2008 TGCC COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD
(Michael Szewczyk Award)

The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving Clubs (TGCC) may award two $1,000 Michael Szewczyk Col-
lege scholarships during 2008.  Named in memory of TGCC’s  long time supporter, Michael Szewczyk, 
this  award’s purpose is  to support the members who support the dive clubs in the Texas Gulf Coast 
area.  The award will be paid by TGCC directly to the college towards tuition.

Eligibility Rules:

Scholarship applicant must be a college undergraduate or graduate student attending college in 
2008, or a high school senior that has been or will be accepted to college in 2008.
The applicant, the parent(s) (biological or through formal adoption), or the grandparent(s) of the appli-
cant, must be an individual member of TGCC or a member of a TGCC member club with dues current 
in 2008.
Application (see other side) must be received by the TGCC Donations  Committee prior to June 25, 
2008.  TGCC will review all completed applications on the July 10, 2008.
Applicants will have the high school/college furnish a transcript of grades, courses and class stand-
ing.

Scholarship General Guidelines:

Scholarship decisions of TGCC are final.
Scholarship winner is expected to keep TGCC abreast with his/her progress in college.
TGCC reserves the right to not award a prize depending upon the number of entries and qualifica-
tions of the applicants.
A personal interview with members of the TGCC Scholarship Committee may be required prior to 
awarding this scholarship.
TGCC is offering this  scholarship as a reward to TGCC members, TGCC member and associate 
clubs or the children of these members to thank them for supporting TGCC's efforts in promoting safe 
sport diving.  The committee will take into consideration the applicant or applicant's parents involve-
ment in TGCC and member clubs and/or the diving community in general throughout the year.

Applications must be mailed to:

TGCC Donations Committee
c/o Frank Burek
8448 Grand Lake Estates Drive
Montgomery, TX  77316
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TEXAS GULF COAST COUNCIL OF DIVING CLUBS
2008 MICHAEL SZEWCZYK COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD APPLICATION

Applicant's First Name: ________________________ Last Name: _________________________

Social Security  #: ___________________________ Applicant's Date of Birth: _______________

High School:___________________________________________  Year Graduated: __________

What college will you attend in 2008?  (Please enclose a copy of the acceptance letter, or current col-
lege transcript):________________________________________________________________

Comments and information about the applicant's grades and academic performance: __________

______________________________________________________________________________
..... 
______________________________________________________________________________

Comments and information about the applicant's sports and/or other extracurricular achievements:
 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

A description of why the applicant feels he/she should be selected for this scholarship - Use a 
separate page.

Is the applicant, the Parent(s) or Grandparent(s) of the applicant a member of TGCC or TGCC Affili-
ated Club? 

................................... ...............Parent    Applicant                  Grandparent                (please circle 
one)

TGCC affiliates First Name (s): _____________________ Last Name: ______________________

TGCC affiliation (TGCC, BAD, HUC, CHUM, etc): ______________________________________

Number of Years the applicant/parent(s)/grandparent(s) has been a member of the above named 
club(s): ________________________________________________________________________

List any committees or positions of leadership that the applicant/parent(s)/grandparent(s) has held 
with any member of TGCC: ________________________________________________________

Applicant's Signature: _______________________________      Date: ______________________

Applicant's Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________

Applicant’s E-mail Address: _________________________ Phone Number: _________________
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