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Wide-Angle Tips and Trlcks

May 7th Meeting - Ken Knezick with Images from PNG and the Maldives

By Tom Collier

What a timely subject for a HUPS
presentation. Ken is going to going
to share his tips and insights on
shooting with a wide angle lens for
both macro and wide angle subjects
at the May 7th meeting and then
two weeks later, sixteen HUPSters
are going to Little Cayman, the
wide angle capital of the Caribbean
- perfect timing!

How many times have we mulled
over in our minds which lens to
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mount for a dive, can't change them
underwater, you know. How wide
is wide? How do | position my
strobes for macro shots with a wide-
angle lens? Ken's topics will ad-
dress lens selection, camera set-
tings, suggested exposures, strobe
placement, composition for wide-
angle, how to successfully shoot
small subjects with a wide-angle
lens and more.

Wide-angle underwater photogra-
phy tends to be more challenging
than macro photography so some
tips are in order. If you currently
only shoot macro you are really
missing out on the big picture.

Ken's recent trips include Papua
New Guinea in November 2006 and
the Maldives in February 2007. On
both outings he elected to shoot
only wide-angle. He will share
these latest images and offer some
insight into techniques for maximiz-
ing your own success shooting
wide-angle.

For the few who don't know Ken,
he is the owner and president of Is-
land Dreams Travel
(www.divetrip.com). He has trav-
eled extensively and logged more
than 3,000 dives at some of the
world's greatest diving locations.
He is also a founding member of
HUPS, the Executive Director of
SEASPACE, and recipient of nu-
merous awards from SSI, PADI,
DEMA and others.

If past presentations by Ken are a
guide, you can expect a humorous
and informative presentation. So
come to the May meeting, see some
great images and learn a thing or
two about wide angle u/w photog-
raphy .

PLEASE NOTE: For this meeting
we are back in our long-time meet-
ing place - Bayland Community
Center - 6400 Bissonnet. A map
can be found on the back of this
newsletter.



President’s Message

Comings and Goings

People and organizations go through many ups-and-downs in
their normal life span. HUPS is no different. We have been
lucky through the years to have an active core of contributors
that have stepped up anytime we needed help with just about any
activity or function. Having a core group that we can always
count on is a real luxury. However, it's equally important that
we have an infusion of “new blood” on a steady basis.

When | found out that Ken and Misty Bean were moving to New
Zealand, it wasn't a surprise but it did mean that it was time to
find a competent replacement. Ken was one of those new mem-
bers that had not only proven that he was a pretty good UW pho-
tographer with loads of skill and creativity but he was also will-
ing to take on the important role of vice president. He was doing
a great job scheduling interesting programs and would have
made a great future president. OK, it didn't happen and we
move on. We know where he is and I'm sure that he'll see some
of us down the road. It works that way when everyone's having
a good time.

There's a silver lining to this particular cloud and his name is
Tom Collier. After a little talking and just a little arm twisting,
Tom agreed to take over for Ken. Yes, we'll miss Ken but Tom
has the right stuff to do the job and he'll do it with his special
flair and creativity. This is what it's all about... having new
people with different talents and perspectives sitting in the wings
ready to take over.

This scenario needs to continue next year. It's time for me to
step down and let someone else handle running HUPS. We need
new ideas and new directions. HUPS has been swimming up-
stream for some time now and has actually gotten larger and
more influential when other organizations have not been so for-
tunate. 1'd like to think that some of this was due to my contri-
butions. However, | know without any doubt that we're where
we are right now because of the “can-do, will-do” attitude of a
great number of our members.

I've watched as new members join each year. We hang on to a
surprisingly high percentage of these people. | think that it's due
to the fact that we give our members a high return on their mem-
bership dues and that they have a sense of accomplishment when
they agree to contribute to our numerous programs and activi-
ties. In the words of on of my favorite authors, the late Kurt
Vonegut, “So it goes”. We try to put out a good product. People
sample the product and like it. They keep coming back for more
and HUPS grows and prospers.

May 7

HUPS meeting - Ken Knezick -
Wide-angle Photography from
The Maldives and PNG

Important
Dates

Put them on your calendar

June 4

HUPS meeting - TBA

It's you out there that have made the difference in the past and
will make the difference in the future. When someone leaves or
“retires” someone else needs to step up and fill the gap. If you
are interested, we're interested in listening.

Dennis Deavenport

Thanks Mike and Mike

By David Lenderman

When James Watt couldn’t attend SEASPACE, and our April
meeting, due to health reasons Ken Knezick did some fancy
footwork to secure Mike Haber and Mike Mesgleski for both
events. Mike and Mike did a great job with their workshops at
SEASPACE. At the post-SEASPACE HUPS meetings they
shared with us some of their workflow using Apple’s Aperture
software. This next generation photo browsing and editing soft-
ware is very similar to the latest offering from Adobe - Light-
room. This ain’t your Mamma’s Photoshop. These latest soft-
ware tools were developed specifically for photographers and
make dealing with images quicker and easier than ever before.
Haber and Migleski have been teaching underwater photography
for years and it shows. They have lots of good information on
their website: http://www.jimchurchphoto.com. Of special in-
terest may be the podcasts and information on their week long
photo workshops onboard Aggressor live-aboards. Sounds like a
good excuse for a vacation.

Mike Haber and Mike Mesgleski. Photo by Dennis Deavenport

July 2

HUPS meeting - Jesse Can-
celmo - Photo opps in the Gulf
of Mexico

September 3

HUPS meeting - James Wise-
man - Africa Above and Below

October 1

HUPS meeting - Jackie Reid -
Indonesia

August 6

HUPS meeting - HUPS Little
Cayman Trip Show & Contest
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Upcoming Monthly Photo
Contest Topics

Each month we will have digital and slide con-
tests. For complete contest rules checkout:

May - Syngnathidae and Solenosto-
midae (pipefish & seahorses)

June - Gobies and Blennies

July - Wide Angle

August - Ugly Mugs - A face only a
mother could love

September - Juveniles

October - Cephalopods (Octopus,
Squid and Cuttlefish)

What the Heck is a Syngnathidae?

Well, Syngnathidae and Solenostomidae are the taxonomic
families that includes pipefish, ghost pipefish and seahorses.
Another thing you should know about Syngnathidae and Soleno-
stomidae is that their members are the topic for the May photo
contest. So if you have some great pics of pipefish, ghost pipe-
fish or seahorses be sure to enter them into the May contest.
Well, since we now know more about Syngnathidae and Sole-
nostomidae than we ever did before, maybe someone should tell
us how the words are pronounced. Remember, you can’t win if
you don’t enter. This includes all you new members!

Entries for the monthly contest should be emailed to
photocontest@hups.org at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.
This mailbox is reserved for entries only. If you have a question
regarding the digital contest send your email to
ddeavenport@houston.rr.com or underh2o@mac.com . Com-
plete contest rules can be found at
http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm. If you do not follow all the
rules for digital entries your images will not be judged.

A Premier Underwater Photographer -
What Does it Take

By Jim Creighton

Let me give you my ideas on how to become a premier photog-
rapher, like Chris Newbert and others. Here are the qualities |
think are needed to achieve such excellence as an underwater
photographer.

INSPIRATION- First there must be a feeling for the sea and its
inhabitants, a passion which must be shared. This is the life-
form within the seed from which the tree will grow.

DEDICATION AND COURAGE - The creation of such a body
of work is not a hobby. It is a work of a life. From the inspira-
tion of the ocean flows the courage to dedicate your time, your
energies, your financial resources into the pursuit of your goal.

PERSEVERANCE - There will be times when the strobe doesn't
work, when the fish won't come out of the hole, when the visibil-
ity is bad - and most trying - when the conditions are right but
you just don't take good enough pictures. To succeed you must
do whatever it takes to overcome these difficulties.

A PASSION FOR EXCELLENCE - As soon as you become
satisfied with the quality of your work you stop improving and
growing.

HARD WORK - You must work in preparation for your dives -
mastering technique, testing equipment, honing reflexes. You
must carry endless amounts of equipment. You must stay in the

water past the point of physical comfort. Most of all, you must
work hard to concentrate - on the f stop, on the fish, on the ac-
tion, on the light. After the dive your head should be more tired
than your body - yet it is an exhilarating tiredness.

TALENT - You must have the imagination to visualize new pic-
tures. You need the sixth sense to tell you that here is a picture.
You need the eye to see the moment in which to push the shutter,
see the visual sense of the image. Talent can be cultivated if the
seeds are present. But that too is hard work.

Perhaps you, like me look at this list and say to yourself; "Boy, |
don't think I've got what it takes."

Well, you won't know if you don't try. But who cares anyway. If
you love taking pictures underwater - then do it. Do it to the
limits of your abilities. The doing of it is the reward.

Workshop News

By Joe Nicklo - DEA (Director of Educational Activities)

The Experiential Lighting Workshop, led by David Lenderman
on April 21, was a big success. About thirty members and non-
members alike showed up with their cameras to learn about
lighting. Proctors Dennis Deavenport, Joyce Burek, Frank Bu-
rek and Joe Nicklo helped the attendees through the different
photo stations. I think it is safe to say that everyone present
picked up some new tips and learned a thing or two about their
cameras.

Special thanks to Ryan Canon of Reef Photo/Video for send-
ing us several Inon strobe set ups to use during the work-
shop. Reef Photo is a great, knowledgeable source for un-
derwater photo gear. They handle everything from housed
point & shoots to housed DSLRs to housed video systems.

Their website is http://www.reefphotovideo.com. Make sure
you tell them HUPS sent you.

Coming up July 21st from 1- 4 PM Dennis Deavenport will
lead an advanced photoshop workshop. Dennis is going to
share with us how to use Photoshop to enhance your images.
Keeping with the experiential theme, attendees are encouraged
to bring their laptops to follow along with the exercises lead by
Dennis. Come to this workshop and take your editing skills to
the next level. As usual this workshop is free to HUPS member
and $10 for non-members.

This workshop will be held in room 202 of Memorial Drive
Presbyterian Church, 11612 Memorial Drive, at Blalock. Here is
a link to a map which will be helpful.
http://www.mdpc.org/cgi-bin/index.cgi?name=maps_Park in the
lot off Blalock just North of the church. Enter the building via
the covered entrance closest to Blalock. Proceed past the Parlor
and up the stairs on your left.
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Local Divers Involved in Liveaboard Fire
© Copyright 2007 Bill Jones World Rights Reserved

Maldives, Indian Ocean. Maldives is often called “The Promise
of Eden”. That promise was temporarily interrupted for passen-
gers on the liveaboard “Guilia” when it caught fire, exploded,
and sank about 7:30p on February 19, 2007. There were no
casualties but the passenger list included four divers from Bay
Area Houston's own LUNARFINS dive club. Divers had only
been aboard for nine hours of the planned trip and had only done
one checkout dive.

Anchored in sixty feet of water near the Kaafu atoll in Gulhee
harbor, passengers were evacuated to other vessels as the flames
spread. Crews from nearby fishing boats helped in the attempt
to put out the fire, but the “Guilia” was totally destroyed. Divers
from “Guilia” staff dove the wreck the following morning and
reported that nothing would be salvageable.

The “Guilia” was a luxurious, diver-friendly live-aboard. It was
appointed and laid out fabulously and staffed with a knowledge-
able and competent crew and divemasters.

One Lunarfins' member had just laid down in his cabin when the
explosion occurred. Passengers below deck safely made their
way to the main deck in total darkness in spite of the ciaos. Pas-
sengers on-board lost personal items including cash, credit cards,
passports, clothes, and scuba gear.

In the aftermath, “Italian Seafari Adventures” owners and their
agents provided emergency clothing, passenger medications,
meals, lodging, temporary passports, and spending money. They
provided airline arrangements for those wishing to return home.
They also brought in personnel from the U.S. Counsel in Sri
Lanka to issue temporary passports and facilitated the very
prompt support from the Male Police to develop the police re-
ports for use to make claims on trip and homeowner's insurance
policies.

Some passengers elected to stay at five-star resorts in the Mal-

dives for the rest of their vacation. The LUNARFINS on board
have already booked the same vacation adventure with “Italian
Seafari Adventures” for next year.

The Maldives was part of the area that 87 resorts were closed
because of damage caused by a Tsunami on December 28, 2004.

FOR SALE

Ikelite housing for Nikon D 200 — NEW - $1000
Ports for Ikelite Housings $75 each:

#5503

#5506

#5502

#5505.85
18-55mm Canon Digital Zoom lens - $75.00
50 Macro Canon /2.5 lens - $175.00
Contact: Charlie Lundquist 281-341-5774

cb.lundquist@sbcaglobal.net

As a HUPS member you can place a free for sale ad in
the newsletter for up to three months. To place an ad
email it to David Lenderman at underh2o@mac.com .

Calling all Writers

The HUPS newsletter is always looking for articles. If you have
anything you would like to share send it to underh2o@ev1.net.
We welcome trip reports, equipment reviews, photo tips, sugges-
tion of underwater photography related websites, just about any-
thing that would interest your fellow underwater photographers.
Please do your part to keep the HUPS newsletter interesting.

SEASPACE was a Big Success!

HUPS had a huge presence at SEASPACE. We had a beautiful
photo gallery, raised some money for the club, signed up lots of
new members and had several members teaching informative,
well attended seminars. Most important of all we had fun! We
could not have done it with out all the HUPS volunteers. Big
thanks go out to everyone who helped with set up, tear down and
during the show. Everyone thought the gallery looked great.
Exhibitors and attendees alike commented on how much the
gallery added to the show. Thanks to all who submitted prints.

Joe Nicklo with visitors to the gallery. Photo by Pat Miller
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HUPS Gallery Update

On April 2nd, the HUPS gallery was relocated from SEASPACE
to Two Allen Center downtown. On April 24 the gallery was
then moved within the same facility to One Allen Center. The
gallery will be on display there until May 12th. Both locations
have been high traffic areas with plenty of people viewing our
images. On Saturday May 12th the gallery will be taken down.
We need lots of help to dismantle the boards, remove and repack
the prints and haul it all away. We plan to get started about 9:30
AM. If you can help please contact David Lenderman at
underh2o@mac.com.

Thanks go out to patricia Lin for inquiring about the display
space at Allen Center and getting the ball rolling. If you have a
suggestion of a location where our gallery could be displayed in
the future please contact Dennis Deavenport at
ddeavenport@houston.rr.com.

Dive Trip News

By Tom Collier

May 19-26, 2007
Little Cayman Beach Resort

Sold Out - and leaving soon.

2008

Recent suggestions include:

Caribbean: St. Vincent - looks very promising as apparently we
can now make a single day air connection.

Pacific: Fiji - either the Bega Lagoon Resort or the Fiji Aggres-
sor. Possibly a joint trip with DUPS. As always we are looking
for your suggestions.

Contact me for more information: tom@tpixs.com

Still Looking for a Volunteer

If you have some computer skills and would like to make a con-
tribution to HUPS, let us know. We're looking for someone that
can pull together the monthly digital photo contest entries before
each meeting and bring them to the meeting on a cd or flash
drive. The person that we need is one that plans to come to most
HUPS meetings and can handle the responsibility skillfully and
enthusiastically. We will teach you everything that you need to
know if you are willing to give it a try. Contact Dennis Deaven-
port.

More Chips and Salsa Please

Everyone is welcome to join us for some Tex-Mex following
HUPS meetings. A number of us meet at Don Carlo’s Mexican
Restaurant. This is a great opportunity to socialize with fellow
HUPS members and eat some good Tex-Mex. It is on the 59
Northbound feeder just North of Hillcroft. Exiting Bayland
Community Center go left on Bissonnett, left on Hillcroft and
then right on the 59 feeder. It’s about 100 yards on your right.
You can’t miss it.

Humpbacks Anyone?

HUPS Webmaster extraordinaire, Pat Miller, has two spots
booked on a March 2008 Humpback whale trip in the Silver
Banks. Pat is still going, but he doesn’t need the extra spot.
Before he releases the spot to the Aggressor he thought he would
see if any other HUPS member would care to join him. The trip
is March 8-15, 2008, on the Turks & Caicos Aggressor. The
cruise is the humpback whale charter to the Silver Banks off the
coast of the Dominican Republic. This is a special trip just to
observe and photograph the Humpback whales.

It's $2,495 per person for the Aggressor on the whale trip, airfare
not included. Here's a link to the Aggressor's Know Before You
Go info:
http://www.aggressor.com/frame_pdf.php?doc=_pdfs’fKBYG_Tu
rks_Caicos_Agressor_whales.pdf

If you are interested in being Pat’s room mate or want more in-
formation contact Pat at info@netbetter.net or 512-218-9213.

Texas Gulf Coast Council Corner

By Frank Burek & John Ringrose

HUPS is a member of the Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving
Clubs (TGCC). TGCC runs an annual river clean-up event -
Trashfest; holds an annual Banquet & Awards Dinner for the
clubs; and provides a college scholarship opportunity for its
members and their children.

The TGCC also serves to coordinate information flow among
members of the diving community. Frank Burek, John Ringrose,
David Lenderman and Debbie Mensay serve as HUPS Represen-
tatives to the TGCC. Summarized below are current topics cov-
ered during the March TGCC meeting:

1. TGCC will offer two $1,000 college scholarships this
year. Forms are available in this newsletter and at the HUPS
membership desk during meetings. Deadline is June 30th.

2. TGCC's Trashfest ' 07 will be chaired by Roger Veteto.
The event is October 6th.

3. TGCC's 2007 Banquet was a great success. Great food,
great company.

4. TGCC's 2008 Banquet will be at the same place as the
2007 banquet - Chabuca's Restaurant on Feb. 2, 2008.

5. SEASPACE was sanctioned as a TGCC event. Sanc-

tioned means that the event is significant to the dive community,
that all TGCC members have the opportunity to participate, and
that TGCC is provided a record of their participation by the
event holder (SEASPACE). This means SEASPACE volunteers
get credit towards the prestigious TGCC Neptune Award.

Welcome to New Members

A big welcome to all those who joined at SEASPACE. You are
now part of an organization with members who share your pas-
sion for underwater photography and diving in general. HUPS is
a great place to learn and have fun. Come to the meetings, in-
troduce yourself and ask questions. The members who really get
the most from our club are those that speak up and get involved.
If you have questions or need guidance just ask.
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