
Capturing the Great Wide Open
February 5th Meeting - Panoramas and More from the Bureks

By Ken Bean

Have you ever been standing in front of 
a field of wildflowers laid against a 
backdrop of snow covered mountains 
marveling in the wonder of the scene 
and wondered how to capture the gran-
deur before you?  What if you take a 
trip down to the beach to photograph 
birds, but were suddenly confronted 
with a dazzling sunset?  On a dive, do 
you wonder how to capture the sheer 
size and presence of the magnificent 
wrecks in the Florida Keys, but can't 
find the way to capture the grandiosity 
of the sunken ship?  These are all situa-
tions where creating a super wide angle 
image might be an ideal option.
So now you have the idea, but exactly 
how do you go about making one?  You 
could buy a camera dedicated to mak-
ing panoramas, but those are expensive 
and bulky.  So with your SLR in hand, 
how do you know what lens to choose?  
What camera settings should I use?  
How do I shoot the scene?  How do I 
put the images all together?  Can I do 
this with a point and shoot camera?
Well our very own resident experts, 
Joyce and Frank Burek are going to 
answer these questions, and show us 

their secrets for creating great pano-
ramas.  Joyce will show us both topside 
and underwater panoramas captured 
with digital cameras, and discuss the 
approach, process, and rewards of cre-
ating panoramas.
Active in HUPS since the club's or-
ganization, Joyce and Frank have been 
avid divers and underwater photogra-
phers, logging over 2,100 photographic 
dives between the two of them since 
becoming certified in 1980.  This pair 
of former film shooters now uses Fuji 
S-2 Pro cameras and Ikelite housings 
and strobes.
Frank and Joyce continue to be very 
involved in the local dive community, 
serving in leadership positions for 
HUPS, HUC, SEASPACE, and TGCC.  
Both have won the HUPS Member and 
Photographer of the year awards as 
well as first place awards at 
SEASPACE.  Now professional pho-
tographers, their photos have been in 
almost every imaginable form of print 
media for many publishers such as 
Audubon Society, National Geographic 
Society and the National Wildlife Fed-
eration.  In 2000, they were awarded 
the Environmental Hero Award for 
their photographic work in the Flower 

Garden Banks NMS.  They are also 
publishers of marine life identification 
CD-ROMs featuring the underwater 
flora and fauna of the Flower Gardens, 
Honduras, and Indonesia.
As an added bonus, Joyce and Frank 
will also be showing two slideshows.  
The first features the premier Carib-
bean dive destination of Bonaire.  As 
frequent visitors to the island, you will 
see the wonders of Bonaire through the 
Burek's lens.  The second slideshow 
will feature the splendors of Alaska, 
our nation's largest and wildest state.  
Using Alaska as a studio, see how the 
photo techniques you apply underwater 
translate to land subjects.  Though not 
technically an underwater show, Frank 
did admit that there is one underwater 
image in the Alaska show; see if you 
can find it!
Our meetings are held at the Bayland 
Community Center on Bissonnet Street  
and start at 7PM.  If you're not familiar 
with the location, there's a map on the 
back page of this newsletter.  Come 
join us as we explore the wonders of 
Bonaire, Alaska, and the art of pano-
ramas!
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President’s Message
Why Do We Do It?

Diving with cameras is a passion that everyone in HUPS shares 
in one manner or another.  However, we're a very diverse group 
of people and we all have different reasons for “why we do it”.  
Some of us find ourselves loving UW photography for a number 
of reasons.  For me, the adventure of going to far-away places 
and experiencing different cultures and lifestyles is a major 
driver.  Diving with my camera offers me an outstanding excuse 
for going to these out-of-the-way destinations.  But that's not all 
of it either.  My biggest reason is that I relive all of the intense 
feelings and experiences I felt when I was on that trip each time 
I look at my images or share them with others.

I asked the same question to Jesse Cancelmo recently.  He gave 
me several other reasons including “the challenge to capture” 
which spoke volumes to me about Jesse and his motivation.  He 
also believes that he has a purpose of “sharing my view and vi-
sion with others”.  One way that he has done this over the past 
15 years is as a professional UW photographer who writes 
magazine articles and books.  Doing this requires a large outlay 
of effort and talent but it achieves his purpose in ways that most 
of us can only dream of. 

Joe Nicklo pointed out to me the importance of “camaraderie” 
with others sharing similar interests.  I've heard this expressed to 
me in different words from a number of other HUPS members.  
In his own words, he also likes to “show others what they're 
missing”.  Joe also has another very interesting motivation.  He 
gets a lot of satisfaction in the ability to share expertise with 
others.  This is something that he has accomplished very well by 
being a major contributor in the formation of HUPS' workshop 
program that has been such a success over the past several years.

Mostly, I feel that we do it so we can touch others and give them 
some insight into what we have seen and what we have experi-
enced.  In the end, UW photography serves many functions.  
Some approach it as an art form, working with lighting, compo-
sition, surprise, and humor to create something of lasting inter-
est.  It would be silly to overlook that for many of us, there is 
also an element of competition about what we do.  Liking some-
thing on a personal level and knowing that others endorse our 
skills by choosing it as one of their favorites is a pretty great 
feeling.  Other UW photographers are “collectors”.  They live 
for the next photo of a critter that they have never seen before.  
The rarer it is or the harder it is to capture, the better they like it.  
I guarantee that many of us have a list on paper or in their mind 
of things that they “must photograph” sometime in their diving 
career.  I certainly do.

As I said above, we're a diverse group.  Trying to “pigeon-hole” 
us too narrowly would be a gross disservice.  Your particular list 
of reasons is every bit as valid as the next person's.  If I were to 
ask everyone in HUPS this same question, I'd probably get a 
surprisingly large number of reasons.  And why not?  Differ-
ences in points of view are some of the things that make life 
such a rich experience.

Dennis Deavenport

Learning About Leatherbacks
By Ken Bean

We started off the New Year and our January meeting with a 
heavy topic, both literally and figuratively.  Our program fea-
tured an in depth discussion about some one ton terrapins: the 
critically endangered leatherback turtle.  Larry McKenna of the 
Save Our Leatherbacks Operation (SOLO) presented an insight-
ful program about the turtles, their lives and habits, and his work 
to help save this pelagic gentle giant.  Larry described watching 
these mammoth beasts come ashore, lay their eggs, and return to 
the sea.  Larry also explained why this event is becoming a rarer 
sight, limited to a few beaches worldwide.

Often when we think of oceanic species being driven to the brink 
of extinction, we think of sharks.  Sharks are estimated to be 
95% extinct.  At 98% extinct, leatherback turtles are even closer 
to extinction than sharks. These largest of sea turtles have seen a 
precipitous decline in female nesting and hatchling turtles re-
turning to the ocean.  Facing threats from long-line fishing to 
global warming, the demise of these turtles will have a far rang-
ing global impact, changing the oceans as we know them today.

The doomsday scenario plays out like an epic disaster movie.  
The turtles feed almost exclusively on jellyfish.  With the turtles 
gone, the jellyfish population will explode.  Commercial fisher-
ies of the world will fail, as the jellyfish kill and eat the eggs and 
juvenile fish of species such as tuna and grouper.  Future genera-
tions will only read of coral reefs and oceans full of life.

How can you help?  Larry and SOLO have issued a call to ac-
tion.  You can make a donation in funds or time.  Larry has also 
arranged a live-aboard trip for this summer to the nesting sites in 
Raja Ampat, Indonesia.  Larry and SOLO can be contacted di-
rectly at http://leatherbackturtles.org/home.html.  We will also 
have a volunteer sign-up sheet and information on the trip at our 
February meeting.

Novice 2nd Place - Mary McDonald, ©2007
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Dive Trip News
By Tom Collier, HUPS Trip Coordinator

May 19-26, 2007

Little Cayman Beach Resort

Sold Out - Waiting List Started

HUPS has obtained a great rate for Little Cayman Beach Re-
sort, home of Bloody Bay Wall.  The trip consists of 7 nights at 
LCBR with 3 boat dives per day, beach diving, roundtrip air, 
all meals at the resort, good friends and great diving.

Check out LCBR's website: www.littlecayman.com.  

PRICE  =  $ 2,185.00 for diver and $1,750.00 for non-diver. + 
Nitrox 

Be sure and sign up on the Waiting List because someone is 
sure to cancel.  We have increased our group size to 16 and 
some of the best talent that HUPS has to offer is attending this 
trip.  If an opening becomes available you want to be the first 
in line.  $200 refundable deposit gets you on the waiting list.

Contact me for more info.  tom@tpixs.com

2008! We are talking to the Dallas Underwater Photographic 
Society (DUPS) about a possible joint trip for 2008.  Where do 
you want to go?

Milestone - 3, 000 Dives and Counting
HUPS'ter Ken Knezick reports that he logged his 3,000th scuba 
dive on a recent trip to Tawali Resort, Papua New Guinea.  The 
resort chef baked him a decorated cake, but Ken says he cele-
brated the milestone occasion by jumping back in to make dive 
number 3,001.

Ken should also be congratulated on another accomplishment.  
His business, Island Dreams Travel, is celebrating it’s 20th 
anniversary this year.  To celebrate Island Dreams is hosting a 
party at Saint Arnold’s Brewery.  For all the info checkout 
www.divetrip.com/party.htm .

Time to Renew Memberships
It’s a new year and it’s time to renew your HUPS membership.  
If you have not already renewed be sure to bring a check or cash 
to the February meeting.  When you renew don’t forget to update 
any changes to your phone numbers, email addresses, etc.

Workshop News
By Joe Nicklo - DEA (Director of Educational Activities)

Experiential Lighting Workshop April 21 with David Len-
derman.  Time and location will be announced soon.  Class in-
struction with immediate application of learned techniques.  Par-
ticipants will have an opportunity to take land based photos with 
their U/W systems at stations having a variety of subjects and 
lighting conditions.  Photos will then be critiqued by instructor 
and/or proctors.  Emphasis will be on digital photography for 
both "point-and-shoot" and SLR camera systems.  This should 
be a "must attend" workshop for those HUPS members going on 
the Little Cayman trip.

TGCC Banquet
Still time to get tickets to this fun event.  Tickets will be avail-
able at the door, but, better yet, contact Frank Burek to help us 
get a correct head count.  He can be reach at 936-588-6664 or 
jfburek@consolidated.net .

The 2007 TGCC Banquet will be held on Saturday February 3rd 
at 6 PM at Chabuca’s Steaks and Rotisserie in Webster.  At this 
banquet HUPS will present their awards for Member of the Year 
and Photographers of the Year.  Other area dive clubs will also 
present awards at this banquet.  In years past HUPS has aver-
aged about 20 members in attendance at this fun dinner.

Chabuca’s is a new location for this event.  It is a casual yet ele-
gant steakhouse with a South American flair.  We will have a 
private meeting room for the banquet.  Tickets for the dinner 
banquet are $30 and can be purchased from TGCC President/
HUPS Member Frank Burek at 936-588-6664 or 
jfburek@consolidated.net .  Chabuca’s is located at 316 W. Nasa 
Rd 1 Webster, TX 77598 and their phone number is 281-554-
8000.  For more information on Chabucca’s checkout 
www.chabucas.com.
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Important 
Dates
Put them on your calendar

February 5
HUPS meeting - Frank & Joyce 
Burek - Bonaire, Alaska and 
Creating Panoramas

March 31-
April 1
SEASPACE 2007- Don’t Miss 
It!  See  www.seaspace.org for 
all the details

May 7
HUPS meeting - TBA

March 5
HUPS meeting - Various mem-
bers - Five Favorite Images 
Plus David Lenderman on 
Judging Images

April 2
Special Post Seaspace HUPS 
meeting - James Watt - Creat-
ing “Special” Images

June 4
HUPS meeting - TBA
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Are Your Prints Ready???
We will start collecting prints for the HUPS SEASPACE gallery 
at the February HUPS meeting.  We are looking for 16x20 or 
11x14 inch prints that are mounted on foamboard or Gatorfoam.  
We have room for over 100 prints so we have room for everyone 
to submit prints.  An email will go out soon with a form to be 
filled out by those submitting prints.  Please help our gallery be a 
big success.  If you have any specific questions contact David 
Lenderman at underh2o@mac.com or 713-817-5857.

Help HUPS at SEASPACE!
To make our participation at SEASPACE successful we need 
help.  We need volunteers to help set up/tear down the gallery 
and membership booth.  We will also need members to work at 
the booth during show hours on Saturday and Sunday.  If you 
would like to help out we will have a sign up sheet at the upcom-
ing meeting.  You can also email Joe Nicklo  at jnicklo@aol.com 
or David Lenderman at underh2o@mac.com .

Speaking of volunteers, the SEASPACE weekend event relies on 
volunteers to make it all happen.  If you want to volunteer for 
SEASPACE we will have applications at the January meeting or 
you can contact the volunteer coordinator Susan Young at 
ss07volunteer@hotmail.com or 832-671-2473.  Continue to 
checkout www.seaspace.org for the latest updates on 
SEASPACE exhibitors, seminars, workshops and other events.

Trivia:
When was the First HUPS Digital Slideshow?
Believe it or not the very first digital slide show ever presented 
at a HUPS meeting was way back in October of 1988.  That’s 
right ’88.  Hard to believe but true.  February HUPS presenter, 
Joyce Burek, put together a music synced series of scanned 
slides and played them on a Commadore Amiga computer.  She 
was only able to show it to a few people at a time because they 
had to crowd around the computer monitor.  I doubt anyone had 
even heard of a digital projector at that time.  The Bureks really 
were ahead of their time.

What is SEASPACE?
So, what is SEASPACE?  Most of us know SEASPACE as a 
scuba diving exhibition where we can see all the latest dive 
gear, learn about exotic dive destinations and get our hands on 
the newest underwater photo/video gear.  SEASPACE even 
offers seminars and workshop on a wide variety of diving re-
lated topics.  SEASPACE does more to encourage interest in 
scuba diving and the marine environment than any other event 
in Texas.  For divers, SEASPACE is a great place to go have a 
good time.  

All of this is great, but there is really so much more to 
SEASPACE.  SEASPACE is a 501(c)(3) organization whose 
ultimate goal is to raise money for marine related scholarships.  
From 1981 to 2007 SEASPACE has provided financial assis-
tance to over 300 college students totaling over $525,000.  
Roughly 75% of past awards were given to graduate students.  
In more recent years SEASPACE has also provided grants to 
numerous marine related conservation organizations.  Over 
$75,000 has been given as grants to these organizations.

Recipients of SEASPACE scholarships and grants are the peo-
ple and organizations who are working to improve the marine 
environment that we, as divers, love so much.  This is what 
SEASPACE is really about.  By supporting SEASPACE you 
are supporting the marine environment.

If you wish to help SEASPACE continue it’s work there are 
many things you can do to contribute.  Come to SEASPACE 
and encourage everyone you know to attend.  Support the busi-
nesses that exhibit at SEASPACE.  Without exhibitors there is 
no SEASPACE, period.  Volunteer to work at SEASPACE.  
Volunteers make the weekend event happen.  Volunteers nor-
mally work a four hour shift and get a free SEASPACE Volun-
teer shirt.  If you would like to volunteer contact the Volunteer 
Coordinator Susan Young at ss07volunteer@hotmail.com or 
832-671-2473.

Please do what you can to continue the success of SEASPACE 
and encourage others to do the same.  As the March 30 - April 
1 event approaches check out www.seaspace.org for all the 
details.

Novice 3rd Place Pat Miller, © 2007
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Travel Tip
By David Lenderman

Do you travel with more roller bags that you have hands?  
Roller bags are very helpful in hauling all of our dive and 
camera gear.  Problem is when you have more that two they 
become very difficult for one person to manage.  I usually 
travel with two checked roller bags for dive gear and 
clothes and one carry-on roller bag with my camera gear.  
My simple solution is to bring along a little strap to tie the 
handle of one bag to the handle of another.  Extend the 
handle of the second bag and connect it so that it rolls right 
behind and partly on top of the first bag that you are pull-
ing.  This way you can handle 3 or even four wheeled bags.
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Let’s Focus on Focus
By David Lenderman

Do you struggle with getting sharply focused images?  Let’s face 
it, if a image is not in focus it’s no good.  Modern cameras have 
very good auto-focus systems, but auto-focus is not foolproof.  
In this article I plan to address some common problems that can 
result in poorly focused images.

Lack of proper Buoyancy Control - This is one I see often.  If 
your are moving up and down due to poor buoyancy control then 
you will have problems focusing on your subjects.  If you think 
this is part of your problem then put some effort into improving 
you buoyancy control.  Make a few dives with out your camera 
to concentrate on your buoyancy or, even better, take a buoyancy 
class at a dive center.  Make sure you are not over-weighted and 
learn to fine tune your buoyancy with your lungs.

You can’t see - If you need glasses or contacts on land then you 
probably need corrective lenses underwater.  If you can’t see 
well underwater then you will not be able to tell when an image 
is in sharp focus.  Get a mask with corrective lenses.

Shooting in conditions that challenge auto-focus systems - 
Most cameras need two things to allow their auto-focus to work 
- contrast and some light.  Subjects that don’t have any contrast 
can be very difficult to shoot with auto-focus.  Just try shooting a 
dimly lit, plain white or tan wall in your house.  If your subject 
lacks contrast, try to find an edge or line in the subject that con-
trasts with the background to allow the camera to focus.  Focus 
on this edge and then lock focus and recompose.  Auto-focus 
systems also work better in light than dark.  If you seem to 
struggle in low light add a focus light to your camera system.  It 
doesn’t have to be a fancy focus light.  A flashlight with a dif-
fuser can help or use a strobe with a built-in modeling light.  Not 
only will it allow your auto-focus to work better, but it will allow 
you to see well enough to confirm focus before shooting.

Another condition that can challenge auto-focus is particles sus-
pended in the water.  Sometimes when there are lots of particles 
the camera tries to focus on them instead of the subject beyond 
them.  If your camera is struggling that much with particles it 
may be an indicator that your pics will be filled with backscatter 
Under such conditions you need to choose subjects that you can 
get really close to so that you minimize the particles you must 
shoot through.

Using wrong camera settings - Most modern cameras have 
multiple focus points and different focus modes.  Do you really 
know where your camera is trying to focus?  If you don’t, get out 
the manual and check your camera settings.  I prefer to keep it 

simple.  I almost always leave my camera on center spot focus.  I 
focus on the subject then use focus lock to recompose the image.  
I do it this way so that I am always ready.  I never have to think 
about what focus point or mode my camera is using.  By using 
the small spot focus sensor I can choose the specific area to fo-
cus on.  You may prefer to use different focus sensors in differ-
ent situations and that is fine.  Just make sure you know how and 
where your camera is focusing.  If you have questions on your 
particular camera’s auto-focus settings bring it to a meeting and I 
would be happy to help you figure it out.

Contest Topic - The Eyes Have It
We all know how important eyes are in photos of fish or critters.  
This month eyes will take center stage in the monthly contest.  
The topic is “The eyes have it - eyes as a main subject.”  So if 
you have some pics that focus on a subjects eye or eyes be sure 
to enter them into the contest.  You can’t win if you don’t enter.

Entries for the monthly contest should be emailed to 
photocontest@hups.org at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.  
This mailbox is reserved for entries only.  If you have a question 
regarding the digital contest send your email to 
ddeavenport@houston.rr.com or underh2o@mac.com .  Com-
plete contest rules can be found at 
http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm.  If you do not follow all the 
rules for digital entries your images will not be judged.

Monthly Contest Results - January
Novice
1st  Mary McDonald
2nd  Mary McDonald
3rd  Pat Miller

Advanced
1st  Tie - KenKnezick X2
2nd  Jackie Reid
3rd  Ken Knezick

Looking for a Volunteer
If you have some computer skills and would like to make a con-
tribution to HUPS, let us know.  We're looking for someone that 
can pull together the monthly digital photo contest entries before 
each meeting.  The person that we need is one that plans to come 
to most HUPS meetings and can handle the responsibility skill-
fully and enthusiastically.  We will teach you everything that you 
need to know if you are willing to give it a try.  Contact Dennis 
Deavenport.
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Upcoming Monthly Photo 
Contest Topics
Each month we will have digital and slide con-
tests.  For complete contest rules checkout: 
http://www.hups.org/contestr.htm

February   - The Eyes Have it  - eyes as 
main subject

May - Syngnathidae  (uh – pipefish & 
seahorses, I think)

March - Rule of Thirds - objects of inter-
est on the thirds

June - Gobies and Blennies

April - Special Post SEASPACE Meeting - 
no contest

July - Wide Angle
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